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Preface

In the golden autumn as we celebrate our 30th anniversary of China Central Radio & TV
University, we are now convening the 2009 International Forum on Open and Distance Education.
In this Forum, scholars and experts of open and distance institutions from a dozen countries will
gather in Beijing to discuss the challenges and opportunities for ODL in lifelong learning in the
global financial and economic crisis.

When the sub-prime lending crisis led to the international financial crisis, it not only affected
the world-wide economy profoundly, but also affected many other fields including higher
education around the world. Facing such a new international environment and technological
innovations, there are likely many common problems that we face together in open and distance
education in each country. The theme of the 2009 International Forum on Open and Distance
Education is Challenges and Opportunities for ODL in Lifelong Learning in a Global Financial
and Economic Crisis. Around this theme, there are the sub-themes  Institutional Efficiency,
Teaching & Learning Competence, Management Capacity Building, Public Service Capacity
Building, and Innovative Competence” , about which we will exchange our opinions broadly, and
discuss in frank and earnest way.

In China, there is a proverb that there are other hills where stones are good for working jade.
Through sharing our experiences, we can make better use of the opportunity to meet challenges
and explore mechanisms, strategies and methods to enhance our internal motivation in developing
open and distance education, and to create a more prosperous future for open and distance
education for realizing social value.

On the basis of the theme and subthemes, the Academic Committee of the Forum has
carefully selected 75 papers, out of the 120, to compile a book of Collected Papers including 20 in
English and 55 in Chinese. We have translated all of the abstracts into both Engli'sh and Chinese,
so that the main ideas of the papers can be appreciated by all participants. It is our hope that this

book can offer some enlightenment to the people to some extent.



Owing to our deadlines, not all the papers to be presented at the conference are included in
this book. However, we will distribute other papers to the participants during the Forum.

In order to ensure that every participant can receive this book beforehand, our Editors and
collating Staff have put in much effort, and the CCRTVU Press has also given us strong support.

Here we would express our sincere gratitude to all of them!

Academic Committee
The 2009 International Forum on Open and Distance Education
September 10, 2009
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