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The Introduction to the IELTS exam

What is IELTS and where can [ take it?

IELTS stands for International English Language Testing System. The IELTS
examination is taken by students who want to live, study or work in an English-
speaking country, and especially by those who are going to follow academic
courses at a university or similar institution, or more general training courses. It

can be taken at Test Centres world-wide on fixed days throughout the year.

Exam overview

The examination tests all four language skills: Listening, Reading, Writing and
Speaking. They are separate Reading and Writing Modules for those requiring
qualifications in academic skills or more general skills. This book focuses on

Academic Reading and Academic Writing skills.

Listening

Four sections

(30 min)
Academic Reading General Training
Three reading Reading
Three sections
Passages (60 min)
(60 min)
: = General Training
Academic Writing Reading
Two tasks Two tasks
(60 min) (60 min)
Speaking
Three parts
(11-14 min)
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Results

You will get your IELTS results within two weeks of taking the exam. You will
not be given a pass or a fail grade, but instead you will receive a Test Report
Form giving you a band score for each of the four skills ,and a final overall band
which is an average of these. Overall band which is an average of these. These
band scores are expressed on a range of 0 to 9 and cover the whole range of
language ability.

For more information, look on the IELTS website: www.ielts.org.



The IELTS Nine-Band Scale

Band 9——Fxpert User
Has fully operational command of the language: appropriate, accurate and fluent
with complete understanding.

Band 8——Very Good User

Has fully operational command of the language with only occasional
unsystematic inaccuracies and inappropriacies. Misunderstandings may occur in
unfamiliar situations. Handles complex detailed argumentation well.

Band 7——Good User
Has operational command of the language, though with occasional inaccuracies,
inappropriacies and misunderstandings in some situations. Generally handles

complex language well and understands detailed reasoning.

Band 6——Competent User
Has generally effective command of the language despite some inaccuracies,
inappropriacies and misunderstandings. Can use and understand fairly complex

language, particularly in familiar situations.

Band 5——Modest User

Has partial command of the language, coping with overall meaning in most
situations, though is likely to make many mistakes. Should be able to handle
basic communication in own field.

Band 4——Limited Use
Basic competence is limited to familiar situations. Has frequent problems in

understanding and expression. Is not able to use complex language.

Band 3——FExtremely Limited User
Conveys and understands only general meaning in very familiar situations.

Frequent breakdowns in communication occur.
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Band 2——Intermittent User

No real communication is possible except for the most basic information using
isolated words or short formulae in familiar situations and to meet immediate
needs. Has great difficulty in understanding spoken and written English.

Band 1——Non User

Essentially has on ability to use the language beyond possibly a few isolated
words.

Band 0——Did Not Attempt The Test

No assessable information provided.



Listening

Time and organization

The Listening Module has four sections of increasing difficulty, with a total of
40 questions, and takes about 30 minutes. Each section has 10 questions and is
heard once only. You have time to look through the questions before you listen,
and also time to check your answers after each section. You write your answers
on the question paper as you listen, and you then have ten minutes at the end to

transfer your answers to a separate answer sheet.

Content and task types

Sections 1 and 2 develop the listening skills needed for survival in an English-
speaking country, in situations such as shopping, accommodation, etc. Section
3 and 4 have a more academic context; for example, they may be a recording of
part of a tutorial, seminar or lecture. You will hear a variety of accents including
British, North American and Australian English.

The following task types may be included:

*  multiple choice

*  matching

* classification

*  short-answer questions and lists

* note/table/flow chart completion

* sentence completion

*  summary completion

e labelling a diagram, map or plan

Marking and assessment

All the answers have one mark. Any answer which is above the word limit
specified for that task will not receive a mark, so it is important to read the
instructions carefully. Spelling and grammar must be correct. The final score is
converted to a whole or half band on the IELTS band scale.
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