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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the light of its own
characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame”, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part

in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi

Chairman of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF TEKESI

Located in the border area of West
China and in the Tezhao Basin at the
northern foot of Tianshan Mountain,
the Tekesi Eight Diagram City is
situated at the foot of a mountain and
beside a stream with mountains
surrounding and waters embracing,

enjoying the advantages of “ image,

PRl (AR 1D
Earthen Jar with Single Ear

soul. charm and location” in the

The county city is constructed in
compliance with the eight diagrams of
“Qian, Dui, Kun, Li, Xun, Zhen, Gen
and Kan” . with the first ring road
being of eight streets, second ring road
being of sixteen streets, third ring road
being of thirty-two streets and fourth
ring road being of sixty-four streets,

and intervals between the ring roads

(Warring States Period)

peripheral mountain momentum and
water influence. and being an
exquisite example in the city address selection of the
ancient geomantic omen theory. Built in total

conformity to the Chinese ancient-time wonderful

Book of Changes, the Bagua City takes the idea of

the three endowment elements of “ heaven, earth
and man” being in harmony from the
Tai diagram of the sixty-four diagrams
that means that “heaven and earth in
communication with each other can
enable all things in consequence to
have free course: while superiors and

inferiors in communication will cause

L5 S0 O A

being 360m. The rings are connected

with each other and the roads are free
courses to each other in the peculiar shape of a
spider web; and its unique planning and layout are
either a solidified Book of Changes and tangible
Zhou Yi, or at the same time a realistic embodiment
of the “ ideal pastoralist city” of Howard the
famous planner of England. Therefore,
the County City of Tekesi was named
“ Largest-Scale Bagua City in the
World” by the Shanghai Grand World
Guinness Headquarters in September
2001: and in May 2007 was listed by

the State Council as a Historical and

Ancient Tibetan

them to be possessed by the same aim” .

writing Engraved on Stone
(Tang Dynasty)

Cultural Famous City of the State.



Tekesi has a deep, magnificent and
time-honored historical and cultural
accumulation, and from over twenty
thousand ancient tomb remains of Sai
race people, Wusun people, Tujue
people as well as from cliff paintings,
grassland stone figures, ancient cities,
sacrificial altars and great amount of
unearthed cultural relics, it may be
verified that the King of Wusun met to

merry with the two princesses of

Xijun and Jieyou of the Han Dynasty in the Summer
Palace of Wusun Country in Tekesi. From the ten-
thousand-li making peace by marriage to the
grassland wonderful city of the Bagua Sity, the
nationality solidarity history that lasted for hundred

Bl (L)
Iron Jar
(Yuan Dynasty)

B Legend

generations is demonstrated, in which
all the 33 nationalities lived in peace
here.

Surrounded by mountains on all its
four sides, Tekesi is abundant in water
volume, at the same time being
provided with yadan topography and
karst topography as well as glacier
remains and Kalajun Grassland, etc.,
its annual average temperature is

5.3C, and the temperature, humidity,

air purity, negative oxygen ion content and other
ecological indexes all conform to the standard ideal
for the human beings to live, so it is a national
famous summer resort and a holy tourism place for

exploring the mystery of Zhou Vi.
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The Intangible Cultural Heritage in China
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The Chinese Cultural Hereitage
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Unit of Cultural Relic

® oo [EZKY AttheNational Level

®® YL AttheProvincial Level

® 17 CE ) 2% AttheMunicipal (County) Level
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Map of the Ancient City
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EIGHTI GR CITY
This is an aero-photograph of Tekesi
County, which completely displays the
skeleton form of the roads of the County of
Tekes. The whole Bagua City looks of

magnificent momentum, great scale, rings

diagrams of Zhou Yi, it is of profound and
mysterious Yi theatrical principles and of
extremely rich cultural deposit. With its

xternal image, Bagua City
deduces vividly the profound connotation
of the theory of Zhou Yi that represents the

Oriental culture.
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QIAN STREET
Namely the Gulebage Street. it is located in the position of Qian
diagram of the eight diagrams. Direction: northwest; symbolism
object: heaven; diagram feature: strength: symbolism words:
domination, meaning firmness: analogy of man to: heaven, being
of masculine gender, implying father, dragon and king: animal:
horse; color: bright red; and being “metal” in the five elements.
Implication: Qian diagram is of masculine gender, of three
consistent diagram lines meaning heaven's way being upright
and one principle running through all things and its nature being
firm. The “Heaven, inits motion, gives the idea of strength. The
superior man, in accordance with this nerves himself to ceaseless
activity” saidinthe “Great Symbolism” to encourage people
tolearn after the heaven's way of being firm and ceaseless. There
is a horse among the sculptures here, which not only reflects the
hunting and nomadic life of the nationality of Kazakh, but also
coincides with the meaning of “human figure being father and

animal being horse” in the Qian diagram.
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DUISTREET
Namely the Akeqi Street. it is located in the position of Dui
diagram of the eight diagrams. Direction: west; symbolism
object: marsh: diagram feature: pleasure: symbolism words:
pleasure of harmony and good fortune: analogy of man to:
maiden, being of feminine gender; animal: sheep; color: field
grey; and being “metal” in the five elements. Implication: the
three diagram lines mean maiden, “coming to give pleasure with
open mouth and smiling eyebrows on pleasant and gracious
countenance” . The symbolism object is marsh, which means
water, and water can moisten all things, to enable all things to
grow luxuriantly. The ancient people were close to water, and the
water made people pleased; to enable them to be up to being
pleased with restraint and being of real virtue without falseness.
With sincerity in heart and gentleness externally, everything will
go smoothly. All these symbolize that the County of Tekesi is of
good mountains and good waters, and is a good place that has

fruits sending out scent in three seasons.
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