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Presidential Campaign $Speeches,
Inaugural and Farewell Aadresses

America’ s Future Will Be in Your Hands

Ronald Reégan
(Nov. 3, 1984)

In 3 days this election campaign will be over, and America’s
future will be in your hands. As you discuss the election with family
and friends in your home and neighborhoods, I think there’s one
thing we can all agree on: We all want to vote for something, not
against something. We want to vote for a better America, for a
stronger country with our people pulling together; a future of peace,

filled with hope and new opportunity, a future where our progress is
limited only by our own dreams and determination and where
Americans are working because America is working.(l)

So, it seems to me the question to be asked is a straightforward one: Which team’s
record and proposals stand a better chance to enable you and your families to enjoy a
strong and successful future? Well, our opponents don’t spend much time speaking about
their record. And that’s understandable. Their record speaks for itself. A

After 4 years of controlling the White House and both Houses of Congress, they left
America weaker, both at home and abroad. They would have us forget their legacy of an
America secorid-best, double-digit inflation, record taxes and interest rates at home;
growing instability and threats to peace abroad. I’d be willing to forget that record, too, if
they weren’t so bound and determined to give us more of that medicine that made us sick.

As for their new proposals, they differ from their old ones in only one respect:
they’ve promised more. They will spend more, and they will raise your taxes much higher,
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the equivalent of $1 890 per household, more than $150 per month.

Now, my opponent wants very badly to make you believe his enormous tax increase
proposal won’t hurt your families. That’s what his commercials say. And those commercials
are very bit as believable as the ones he ran portraying himself as a person committed to a
strong national defense, standing on the deck of a carrier, even though he voted against
them, with F-14 fighters, which he also voted against, and beside American enlisted men,
whose salary increase he opposed.m

Our opponents are determined to bring back even more big taxing and spending than
before. And if they regain control of this government, Americans may look back on our
term as one brief oasis of prosperity in an endless desert of worsening inflation and
recession.”’

Yes, their intentions are good. But good intentions aren’t good enough. Their policies
made America weak before. They would make us weak again today, and even weaker still
in the future.

America can do better, much better. And the fact is, America is doing better. The
principal difference is, our vision for America will let the eagle soar. Theirs will return us
to the days of the sore eagle.“)

We still face great problems, but today our economy is stronger than 4 years ago
because we’ve cut your tax rates, brought inflation and interest rates down, and created 6
million new jobs. And America is more secure, because we’re rebuilding our defenses and
our alliances to ensure peace through strength.

Today the United States, expansion is leading the world into recovery, and that
contributes to a safer, more prosperous world. Respect for America and confidence in
America are rising again. And unlike 4 years ago, the United States is deterring, the
Soviets aren’t advancing, and all this, too, contributes to a safer world and a better future.

We’ve made a good start, but it’s only a start. We want to lower your tax rates further
to create more jobs and opportunities for every American with nobody left behind. And
nobody left behind means we must continue our efforts to modernize our older industries
and to rebuild our inner cities and distressed areas of America, so every American who
wants a job can find a job.(S)

We’ve sponsored enterprise zone legislation, to encourage business development and
creation of jobs in distressed areas. But from day one, our enterprise zone proposal has
been held hostage by the House leadership, the very people who act as if they expect
black and Hispanic Americans to march in lockstep with the Democratic Party.(6)

I can assure all of you who want the opportunity to begin climbing the economic
ladder, to build a better life: if you give us your support, we will never take your votes for
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granted.
I believe Americans are coming together with new strength, confidence, spirit, and

unity. From the bottom of my heart, I thank you for allowing me the honor of serving you
these past 4 years. [ urge you to vote on Tuesday, and I hope you’ll cast your votes for our
team, our entire team, so we can make even greater progress in building a strong, secure
future of opportunity for all of you.

Until next week, thanks for listening. God bless you.
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Republican National Convention Acceptance
Address (excerpted)

George H. Bush
(Aug. 18, 1988)

I accept your nomination for President. I mean to run hard, to
fight hard, to stand on the issues—and I mean to win. ‘

There are a lot of great stories in politics about the underdog
winning—and this is going to be one of them.

Many of you have asked, “When will this campaign really
begin?” I have come to this hall to tell you, and tell America: tonight is
the night.

But now you must see me for what I am: the Republican candidate for President of
the United States. And now I turn to the American people to share my hopes and
intentions, and why—and where—I wish to lead.

After all, the facts are on our side.

I seek the presidency for a single purpose, a purpose that has motivated millions of
Americans across the years and the ocean voyages. I seek the presidency to build a better
America. It is that simple—and that big.

I am a man who sees life in terms of missions—missions defined and missions
completed. When I was a torpedo bomber pilot they defined the mission for us. Before we
took off we all understood that no matter what, you try to reach the target. There have
been other missions for me—Congress, China, the CIA. But I am here tonight—and I am
your candidate—because the most important work of my life is to complete the mission
we started in 1980. How do we complete it?

Eight years ago I stood here with Ronald Reagan and promised, together, to break
with the past and return America to her greatness. Eight years later look at what the
American people have produced: the highest level of economic growth in our entire
history—and the lowest level of world tensions in more than fifty years.

Someday this isn’t an election about ideology; it’s an election about competence.
Well, it’s nice of them to want to play on our field. But this election isn’t only about
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competence, for competence is a narrow ideal. Competence makes the trains run on time
but doesn’t know where they’re going. Competence is the creed of the technocrat who

makes sure the gears mesh but doesn’t for a second understand the magic of the

machine.(l)

The truth is, this election is about the beliefs we share, the values we honor, the
principles we hold dear.

Consider the size of our triumph: a record high percentage of Americans with jobs, a
record high rate of new business, a record high rate of real personal income.

Inflation was 12 percent when we came in. We got it down to four. Interest rates
were more than 21. We cut them in half. Unemployment was up and climbing, now it’s
the lowest in 14 years.

We’ve created seventeen million new jobs in the past five years—more than twice as
many as Furope and Japan combined. And they’re good jobs. The majority of them
created in the past six years paid an average of more than $22 000 a year. Someone best
take “A Message to Michael”: tell him we’ve been creating good jobs at good wages. The
fact is, they talk—we deliver, they promise—we perform.m

There’re millions of young Americans in their 20’s who barely remember the days of
gas lines and unemployment lines. Now they’re marrying and starting careers. To those
young people 1 say: “You have the opportunity you deserve—and I’m not going to let
them take it away from you.” ,

There are millions of older Americans who were brutalized by inflation. We arrested
it—and we’re not going to let it out on furlough. We’re going to keep the social security
trust fund sound, and out of reach of the big spenders.(3) To America’s elderly I say, “Once
again you have the security that is your right—and I’'m not going to let them take it away
from you.”

But let’s be frank. Things aren’t perfect in this country. There are people who haven’t
tasted the fruit of the expansion. I”ve talked to farmers about the bills they can’t pay. I've
been to the factories that feel the strain of change. I’ve seen the urban children who play
amidst the shattered glass and shattered lives. And there are the homeless. And you know,
it doesn’t do any good to debate endlessly which policy mistake of the 70’s is responsible.
They’re there. We have to help them.

But what we must remember if we are to be responsible—and compassionate—is
that economic growth is the key to our endeavors.

Can we do it? Of course we can. We know how. We’ve done it. If we continue to
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grow at our current rate, we will be able to produce 30 million jobs in the next eight years.
We will do it—by maintaining our commitment to free and fair trade, by keeping
government spending down, and by keeping taxes down.

Our economic life is not the only test of our success. One issue overwhelms all the
others, and that is the issue of peace.w

Look at the world on this bright August night. The spirit of Democracy is sweeping
the Pacific Rim. China feels the winds of change. New democracies assert themselves in
South America. One by one the unfree places fall, not to the force of arms but to the force
of an idea: freedom works.

We have a new relationship with the Soviet Union. The INF Treaty—the beginning
of the Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan—the beginning of the end of the Soviet proxy
war in Angola, and with it the independence of Namibia. Iran and Iraq move toward peace.

It is a watershed.

It is no accident.

It happened when we acted on the ancient knowledge that strength and clarity lead to
peace, weakness and ambivalence lead to war. Weakness tempts aggressors. Strength
stops them. I will not allow this country to be made weak again.

The tremors in the Soviet world continue. The hard earth there has not yet settled.
Perhaps what is happening will change our world forever. Perhaps not. A prudent
skepticism is in order. And so is hope. Either way, we’re in an unprecedented position to
change the nature of our relationship. Not by preemptive concession—but by keeping our
strength. Not by yielding up defense systems with nothing won in return—but by hard
cool engagement in the tug and pull of diplomacy.(S)

My life has been lived in the shadow of war—I almost lost my life in one.

I hate war. I love peace. We have peace.

And I am not going to let anyone take it away from us.

Our economy is strong but not invulnerable, and the peace is broad but can be
broken. And now we must decide. We will surely have change this year, but will it be
change that moves us forward? Or change that risks retreat?

In 1940, when 1 was barely more than a boy, Franklin Roosevelt said we shouldn’t
change horses in midstream.

My friends, these days the world moves even more quickly, and now, after two great
terms, a switch will be made. But when you have to change horses in midstream, doesn’t
it make sense to switch to the one who’s going the same way?

1 want a drug-free America—and this will not be easy to achieve. But I want to enlist
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the help of some people who are rarely included. Tonight I challenge the young people of
our country to shut down the drug dealers around the world. Unite with us, work with us.
Tell them what you think of people who underwrite the dealers who put poison in our
society. And while you're doing that, my administration will be telling the dealers:
whatever we have to do we’ll do, but your day is over, you’re history.

I am going to do whatever it takes to make sure the disabled are included in the
mainstream. For too loug they’ve been left out. But they’re not going to be left out
anymore.

I am going to stop ocean dumping. Our beaches should not be garbage dumps and
our harbor should not be cesspools. I am going to have the FBI trace the medical wastes
and we are going to punish the people who dump those infected needles into our oceans,
lakes and rivers. And we must clean the air. We must reduce the harm done by acid rain.

I will put incentives back into the domestic energy industry, for I know from
personal experience there is no security for the United States in further dependence on
foreign 0il.® A

In foreign affairs I will continue our policy of peace through strength. I will move
toward further cuts in the strategic and conventional arsenals of both the United States
and the Soviet Union. I will modernize and preserve our technological edge. I will ban
chemical and biological weapons from the face of the earth. And I intend to speak for
freedom, stand for freedom, and be a patient friend to anyone, east or west, who will fight
for freedom.

A president must be many things.

He must be a shrewd protector of America’s interests; and he must be an idealist who
leads those who move for a freer and more democratic planet.

He must see to it that government intrudes as little as possible in the lives of the
people; and yet remember that it is the nation’s character.

And he must be able to define—and lead—a mission.m

I will keep America moving forward, always forward—for a better America, for an
endless enduring dream and a thousand points of light.m
That is my mission. And I will complete it.

Thank you. God bless you.
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