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A Century of Japanese Anthropological Studies
on Taiwan Aborigines

Michio Suenari
Toyo University

This paper is a review of the flow of studies on the Taiwan Aborigines
by Japanese scholars published in both Japanese and English from the start of
research to the present. In the first part, an outline of this body of research will be
given. In part II, I discuss the work and some of the main issues in each period.
In part III, I discuss the future prospects for research, based on this retrospective
overview.!

1. T would like to express thanks to Professor Jerry Eades for reading my draft to polish my
English with his useful comments on some pertinent issues.
Here I limit myself to cultural anthropology. Physica} anthropology, archeology, and linguistics
are excluded. T do not intend to provide an exhaustive list which is impossible for me to do
because of time and space. Luckily we already have two complementary bibliographies which
cover almost the whole period: Yoshihara (1967) covers the major works from the period
1895-1967 and Kasahara (1997) covers the period 1945-1996. Mabuchi (1954b) is the most
reliable review of social anthropological studies of the Taiwan Aborigines, with descriptions
of the main scholars, their methods and their theories. Mabuchi Toichi (1954a) is a very
informative review of the history of the classification of the Taiwanese Aborigines. Suenari
(1966) is a brief review of the research being conducted in the early post-war period, reflecting
its scarcity. A later review of anthropological studies of Taiwan between 1964—1983 is to be
found in Suenari (1986). Shimizu (1994b) reviewed the history of anthropological studies of
Aborigines in Taiwan, with an annotated bibliography of some of the major works. Suenari
(1994b) also contains a brief section on Taiwanese Aborigines in a review of the studies on
China by Japanese anthropologists. Suenari (1998) is a review of the period 1945-1997 which
contains an annotated bibliography arranged by subject. For readers of Chinese 1 should
mention Liu (1975 {1976}) which is an exact summary of the history of research by Japanese
in Chinese.



