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Abstract

The copyright law system, as one branch of the intellectual
property system has the close relationship with the development and
progress of the technology, which maybe is a striking and different
aspect compared with other law systems. During its history of the de-
velopment, the copyright law system has been continuously amended
and adjusted for the progress of the new technologies. And the coop-
eration between the them is basically workable from the historical
point of view.

Since the emergence of the information society, one of which
main characteristics is the development and application of the digital
technology, the copyright law system has been suffering the challen-
ges and crisis never experienced before. The main content of this
book is to discuss and analyze how the relevant international organiza-
tions and some main countries deal with these challenges and crisis
from the legal and policy aspects. The book is composed of six chap-
ters. Taking the challenges and crisis brought about by the digital
technology as the starting point, the book tries to compare and sum-
marize the methods and ideas to resolve these challenges and crisis
through the studying and analysis of the international legal instru-
ments, the relevant laws, the regulations and the cases of China,
U. S. A and the European Union.

Chapter I mainly discusses the challenges being brought out by
the development of the technology, especially the digital technology.
the challenges could be divided into four categories, the first one is

the great improvement of the personal reproduction and distribution
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ability of the copyrighted works; the second one is that the intermedi-
aries by which the copyrighted works distribute have one more family
member besides the traditional publishing entities and broadcasting
stations, that is the digital technology networks, especially the Inter-
net. So the copyright law system which operates depending on these
traditional intermediaries has to adjust accordingly; the third one is
that the digital technology is improving the convergence of the differ-
ent media; the current copyrights are media — specific designed,
which is not totally complied with the convergence of the media; the
fourth one is the semiotic democracy phenomena; the digital technol-
ogy provide the mass with cheap and easy tools to create works; so
the ordiniary people can actively participate in the creation and deriva-
tion of the works; the current copyright law system has yet been
réady for this mass participation of works creation.

In the chapter II, the book mainly discusses the guidelines and
policy from the international levels, especially from the Internet trea-
ties of the WIPO .

The liabilities of the information society service providers are the
main topics in the chapter III; as discussed in the chapter I, the inter-
mediaries are in the function as the doorkeepers for the implementa-
tion of the copyright laws, but the digital technology makes out the
additional intermediary for the works distribution; how and what the
liability the new intermediary shall take are the main issues for every
countries legislators.

The chapter IV is about the technical protection measures for the
copyrighted works. Besides the enforcement of the copyright law,
one more copyright protection measure for copyright holders is availa-
ble in the digital technology environment, that is, the technical pro-
tection measure. But the TPM also undermines the balance of the
copyright law system between the interests of the copyright holders

I
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and the public interests. Some key provisions in the Internet treaties,
DMCA and European Union directives deal with this issue. Whether
and how to recover and maintain the balance in the digital environ-
ment is the main topic in this chapter.

The chapter V is about the issues of levy and DRM. It seems
that the three ways currently exist for copyright holders to protect
their copyrighted works or guarantee their benefit, they depend on
the liabilities of the intermediaries, the collection of the copyright
levy from the reproduction and distribution media and management of
the copyrighted works by DRM. But the three ways do not cooperate
well, especially the conflict between the levy system and DRM sys-
tem is obviously existing. This chapter will discuss these issues and
recommend the suggestive option between them.

The chapter VI, as the conclusion chapter of the whole book will
introduce and discuss some possible solutions for the challenges and
crisis which have been suggested or designed from the copyright ex-
perts. So far they cannot resolve the all the issues, but maybe they

can enlighten us to some extent.

Key words: copyright TPM DRM levy



