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Abstract

The book attempts to reveal the in — depth aesthetic essence of Tao as a cal-
egory, seek its law of evolution and manifest the unique spirit of Chinese aes-
thetics by viewing it from an aesthetic angle, rather than from a philosophical
perspective. The scrutiny will be of great benefit to forming manifold dialogues
and exchanges in various subjects, to expanding methods of the present aesthetic
study, and to constructing the systems of all — inclusive Chinese aesthetic cate-
gory.

The theory of Tao dates back to ancient times. From concrete to abstract,
and then from abstract to concrete, it has undergone a logical evolutionary
process. Originally, it was a concrete appellation and then gradually developed
into an abstract philosophic concept. Finally it transmuted into an independent
aesthetic category. By tracing back to its origin, we can not only understand
thoroughly the great change of Tao, but also know clearly how the sages of
ancient times probed into the aesthetic issues.

There are differences in the choice of value between the Confucianists and
the Taoists. The Taoists represented by Laozi and Zhuangzi devoted to making
inquiries into the justice, while the Confucianists headed by Confucius laid par-
ticular stress on seeking the humanity. Besides there is difference in the meas-

urement of value between them, which causes difference in aesthetic characteris-
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tics. The doctrine of the Taoists is: to be unadorned, plentiful, changeable and
mysterious, while that of Confucianists is: to be eclectic, sincere and energetic.
Both schools are complementary and contrasted finely with each other, which ex-
erts a great influence on Chinese aesthetics.

The content of Tao are undoubtedly rich and varied in the Chinese aesthetic
category. As an aesthetical ideal, on the one hand, Tao refers to a perfect realm
that aesthetic objects themselves have reached; on the other hand, it signifies
the comprehension and declaration which are revealed by the aesthetic subjects
through aesthetic activities. As a realm of life, the essential feature of Tao de-
notes a free and unrestrained spiritual state, with no boundary between subjects
and objects. While to the Confucianists, they emphasize the moderate, delight-
ed and neutral. Greatly influenced by Tao, Chinese aesthetic concerns with the
whole intuition thought becomes a remarkable mark that is different from western
aesthetic which stresses heavily logical thinking. The emerge of Taoist artistic
intuition and the Confucianist moral intuition has formed the content of Tao in
epistemology.

It is widely conceived that Tao is the life root of Chinese aesthetics and Chi-
nese arts which take experiencing Tao as their goal. Going beyond the vast artis-
tic time and space and fully showing Tao’ s unlimited charm were the historical
mission undertaken voluntarily by the ancient Chinese artists. It is an effective
channel for people to experience Tao’ s concrete, abundant and veritable es-
sence through traditional Chinese paintings, calligraphy, poetry and music
where Tao’ s aesthetic emergence in different artistic time and space is reflec-
ted.

Tao represents the special direction of human civilization and carry forward
some specific connotation of humanity. So It is considered as a Chinese tradi-

tional value that is reconfirmed by modern people and meet their respective



standards, The transmission of Tao category has extended a cultural radiation
space of Chinese aesthetic, has advanced the historical status of Chinese aes-
thetical tradition, and has played a very positive role in fulfiling the huge social
function of Chinese aesthtics. In the current historical process of globalization,
there are some common realistic conflicts and tough problems on culture to which
human society must face. However, in this aspect, the profound connotation of
Tao can be used for curing some bad behaviour of society as one of valuable

sources of ideological culture in the global.
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