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Preface

by Gu Changjang

Located at the beautiful Shichahai Lake, the Prince Gong’s
Palace is the only one well-kept princes’ palace that is available
to visitors. In 1982 it was listed as an important unit of
cultural relics under the state-level control. Since 2003 when
the preparation work for setting up the Museum of the Prince
Gong's Palace was launched, under the care of the leaders of the
cultural departments, the assistance of related working units of
cultural relics, scholars and people from all walks of life, the staff
members here have been making their best to reach the goal-
making the Museum open to the public in 2008.

As a bridge connecting court culture to folk culture, the
culture about princes’ palaces is an important component of
traditional Chinese culture, which is a new subject for further
research and study. The establishment of the Museum of the
Prince Gong’s Palace will be the first platform of China in
studying the culture of princes’ palaces. Princes’ palaces and
their culture, as a unique cultural phenomenon, will cause more
attention from the society and attract more scholars to do
systematic research at a deeper level.

The princes’ palaces and their masters are a prominent group
with special status in history of the Qing Dynasty. They are a
link connecting the court and the folk circles. The Museum of
the Prince Gong’s Palace shoulders a mission to display rich
culture of princes’ palaces through its work in restoring original
furniture in rooms, making exhibition with special themes, and
rebuilding the old constructions.

The Ming and Qing furniture are undoubtedly important
carriers of all antique objects which display at the Prince Gong’
s Hall in restoring its original appearance. During the past
several years of hard work, we focused our work on collecting
old pieces of Ming and Qing furniture by making use of limited
self-financing resources. We systematically studied the scales
of furniture used in the Prince Gong’s Palace according to
large quantities of historical data. On the basis of our study
and research work, over a hundred pieces of Ming and Qing
furniture, some of which are donated or allocated, have been
collected at the Museum in a certain scale.

During the process of the restoring work, we have got great
support from the State Administration of Cultural Heritage,
the Chinese Cultural Relic Information Center, the National
Museum of China and the China Children’s Art Theater. The
Museum of the Prince Gong’s Palace have also got private
donation from enthusiastic Professor Tseng Yuho, who was

an American Chinese, Yuzhan, the descendant of the emperial
family of Qing, and Ms Zheng Yunzhen, an ordinary beijinger.
Now, quite a quantity of classic furniture have been gradually
collected and are in a certain scale at the Prince Gong’s Palace.

In July of 2006, a special antique and art exhibition was held
at the Anshan Hall of the Prince Gong’s Palace to celebrate its 260
anniversary. Over seventy pieces of Ming and Qing furniture were
exhibited. In December 2006, cooperated with National Museum
of China and Chinese Cultural Relic Information Center, the Palace
held an exhibition of Ming and Qing Furniture with the theme
of “Simply but Elegant”. For the first time, antique furniture
collected at the Prince Gong’s Palace was introduced and showed
to the society, which received good remarks from specialists,
scholars and people from all walks of life.

The pictorial book A Collection of Ming and Qing Furniture in
the Museum of the Prince Gong’s Palace is a new outcome about
the construction of the Museum of the Prince Gong’s Palace that
we report to the society of all circles after the two exhibitions
mentioned above. The book, with over a hundred rare pictures,
four research essays, is an embodiment of unique love that staff
members of the palace and people from all walks of life hold
toward prince palaces’ culture. Most of he exquisite pieces listed
in the book are collected from the society. Some are allocated
by related units in the circle of cultural relics and donated by
scholars from the society.

These beautiful pieces display high craftsmanship of the
Ming and Qing furniture. As a supplement and enhancement of
the beauty of buildings and gardens in the palace, these pieces
reflect a miniature of the arts of Chinese traditional architecture,
gardens and furniture-making.

Here I would like to express my congratulations to the people
who took part in the publishing work of the book. I would like to
extend my sincere appreciation to the following units and people
who have cared and supported the construction of the Prince
Gong'’s Palace. These include the National Cultural Ministry, State
Admission of Cultural Heritage, National Museum of China,
Chinese Cultural Relic Information Center, Chinese Children's
Art Theater, as well as Professor Tseng Yuho, Aisin Gioro Yuzhan,
Ms Zheng Yunzhen and those who have been enthusic to the
development of Prince Gong’s Palace.

The author is Director of Administrative Center of the Prince
Gong'’s Palace of National Cultural Ministry.
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