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Forewornp

After the Opium War, multinational western capitalist and imperialist pow-
ers invaded China. In 1895, the Chinese government of the Qing Dynasty lost
the Sino-Japanese War and was forced to sign the Treaty of Shimonoseki. Then
Japan seized Taiwan and the Penghu Islands. After a long arduous struggle, the
Chinese people finally won the Anti-Japanese War as World War II was ended.
October 25, 1945 in Taiwan province of the Chinese Theater of World War 11, a
ceremony was held in Taipei to accept Japan’s surrender. Ever since, this day
became known as Taiwan's Retrocession Day to celebrate the reunion of Taiwan
and the Penghu Islands with the Motherland after being occupied by Japanese
for over 50 years.

The half-century fight against Japanese colonial rule in Taiwan is a very
important chapter in modern Chinese history. For the 56th anniversary of
Taiwan’s Retrocession, in 2001 we held a special photo exhibition to com-
memorate the important historical event. The exhibition reminded visitors of
the history of every Chinese compatriot including Taiwanese who struggled
against Japanese imperialist invasion and colonial rule. This album is a collection
of more than 190 pictures, besides some on the exhibition, some others that
have been carefully chosen from historical photos collected in Taiwan and Main-
land China. The pictures are arranged in chronological order with important
historical figures and events associated with it. The album faithfully represents
that the Chinese people, particularly people of Taiwan, experienced life-and-
death struggles under difficult circumstances against Japanese aggression. It pre-
sents how the Chinese people safeguarded the Motherland’s reunification and
territorial integrity and how they forwarded the longstanding Chinese culture.
It displays the unyielding heroic spirit of the fight against common aggressors
and unbending national pride of the Chinese people on both sides of the Taiwan
Straits.

Though we put much effort into amassing a large number of photos and
writing material, there are still bound to be omissions in the album.We greatly
appreciate any criticism and advice from friends and believe this will improve
much for the second edition.

We owe special thanks to Mr. Chen, Yingzhen and Mr. Xu, Zongmao in

Taiwan for great support.
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Commemoration
of Taiwan Retrocession
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Part 1
Japan Forcibly Occupied Taiwan

After the Meiji Restoration, Japan gradually carried out its expansionism and ac-
tively expanded its territory. In 1894 Japan started the Sino-Japanese war. The next
year, Japan forced the Chinese Qing Dynasty Government to sign the Treaty of
Shimonoseki ceding Taiwan and the Penghu Islands to it. Then Taiwan compatriots
started fighting bloody battles against Japanese invaders.
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Japan began its step by step modernization since the Meiji Restoration in 1868. Meanwhile Japanese government began implementing

expansionism as its national policy. In 1874 they absurdly named Taidong (Taitung) “ownerless land” and invaded there. But they encoun-

tered strong resistance from the people there. This picture shows the Taiwan’s armed minorities resisting Japanese invaders at that time.
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In 1894, Japan initiated the Sino-Japanese War by invading China. The Chinese Govern-

ment was forced to respond to the attack. Here is the imperial edict proclamating war against

gust 1, 1894,

Qing Dynasty on Au

Japan issued by Chinese Emperor Guangxu of the
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Li Hongzhang, Viceroy of Hebei province and Minister Superintendent of

Trade for the Northern Ports of China, signed the Treaty of Shimonoseki on behalf

of China’ Qing Dynasty government.
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Ito Hirobumi, Minister President of State, signed the Treaty on behalf of the

Japanese government.
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