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Ambition

It is not difficult to imagine a world short of ambition. It would
probably be a kinder world: without demands, without abrasions', without
disappointments. People would have time for reflection. Such work as
they did would not be for themselves but for the collectivity’.
Competition would never enter in. Conflict would be eliminated’, tension'
become a thing of the past. The stress of creation would be at an end. Art
would no longer be troubling, but purely celebratory in its functions.
Longevity’ would be increased, for fewer people would die of heart attack
or stroke caused by tumultuous’ endeavor’. Anxiety would be extinct'.
Time would stretch on and on, with ambition long departed from the

human heart.
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Ah, how unrelieved boring life would be!

There is a strong view that holds that success is a myth, and ambition
therefore a sham. Does this mean that success does not really exist? That
achievement is at bottom empty? That the efforts of men and women are
of no significance alongside the force of movements and events? Now not
all success, obviously, is worth esteeming, nor all ambition worth
cultivating. Which are and which are not is something one soon enough
learns on one’ s own. But even the most cynical” secretly admit that
success exists; that achievement counts for a great deal; and that the true
myth is that the actions of men and women are useless. To believe
otherwise is to take on a point of view that is likely to be deranging. It is,
in its implications, to remove all motives for competence", interest in
attainment, and regard for posterity"".

We do not choose to be born. We do not choose our parents. We do
not choose our historical epoch®”, the country of our birth, or the
immediate circumstances of our upbringing. We do not, most of us,
choose to die; nor do we choose the time or conditions of our death. But
within all this realm of choicelessness, we do choose how we shall live:
courageously or in cowardice", honorably or dishonorably, with purpose
or in drift. We decide what is important and what is trivial in life. We
decide that what makes us significant is either what we do or what we
refuse to do. But no matter how indifferent the universe may be to our
choices and decisions, these choices and decisions are ours to make. We
decide. We choose. And as we decide and choose, so are our lives

formed. In the end, forming our own destiny is what ambition is about.
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. abrasion [a'breizan] n. &, B iR, B H Z &
. collectivity [kalek'tiviti] n. &4k

. eliminate [ilimineit] v. &3 B, 5 i

. tension ['tenfan] n. %3k, 5K A 3 A

. longevity [lan'dzeviti] n. ¥ #

. tumultuous [tjumaltjuas] a. ELetut iy sy
7. endeavor [in'deve]l n. 4.4 A

8. extinct [iks'tinkt] a. X #£49 18 X ¢

9. cynical ['sinikal] a. i # #4649

'10. competence [kompatans] n. 4t 7/

11. posterity [pos'teriti] n. &4

12. epoch ['i:pak, 'epak] n. (1)L, (#7) i A
13. cowardice ['kauadis] n. 15 33
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Questions:
1. According to the article, why do we need ambition?
~ 2. In the author’s opinion, what can we choose?
3. Are you a ambitious person? If you are, what’ s your ambition?
If you are not, will you cultivate yourself into a person with

ambition? Why or why not?
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U successfid people; men and women, are big dreamers.

.77143/ imnqgine what !/u'l'f: /l;lllf(’ cowld be, ideal in coery respect,

and then I/u:y word every l/((ly toward thei distant vision, that

goal or purpose.
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Attitudes toward Success

It doesn’ t matter where you are coming from. All that matters is
where you are going.

Your decision to be, have and do something out of ordinary entails'
facing difficulties that are out of the ordinary as well. Sometimes your
greatest asset is simply your ability to stay with it longer than anyone else.

You can’ t control what happens to you, but you can control your
attitude toward what happens to you, and in that, you will be mastering
change rather than allowing it to master you.

Those people who develop the ability to continuously acquire new
and better forms. of knowledge that then can apply to® their work and to
their lives will be the movers and shakers in our society for the indefinite’
future. ‘

The more you seek security’, the less of it you have. But the more
you seek opportunity, the more likely it is that you achieve the security
that you desire.

Successful people are always looking for opportunities to help

others. Unsuccessful people are always asking, “What’s in it for me?”
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All successful people, men and women, are big dreamers. They

imagine what their future could be, ideal in every respect, and then they

work every day toward their distant vision, that goal or purpose.
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3. indefinite [in'definat] a. #4144, =5 2 &4, LIk
4. security [si'kjuariti] n. %4
Questions:
1. In the author’ s opinion, what will you achieve if you can
control your attitude towards what happens to you?
2. What’ s your attitude towards success, happiness, love and

wealth, etc.?
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ere are some steps you can egyoy taking, (o experience
contentment and growth. These steps are cumulative. That is,
when you do Jiep 2, you are still practicing Jtep 1; when you do
Jtcp 3, you are still practicing JSteps 1 & 2.
RTUMRXESR 7T RFRR oK KeH1RIR, KU
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Be Content and Grow

Here are some steps you can enjoy taking, to experience contentment
and growth. These steps are cumulative'. That is, when you do Step 2,
you are still practicing Step 1; when you do Step 3, you are still
practicing Steps 1 & 2.

1. Practice contentment.

Enjoy what you have, who you are, and where you are. Practice
being contented with what you have, rather than practice being
discontented with what you do not yet have—big difference! A valuable
part of contentment is to know what your core values and core skills are ...

and focus on enjoying using them. A part of your future upgrades will be
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remembering and utilizing® your core values and core skills in new
ways ... but not losing sight of what is essential’, valuable, and central.

2. Upgrade what you have.

You can upgrade in any way that you like, including more quiet
time, more income, or both! You decide. Taking something that you
have: a kind of client, a market, a way of recreation®... something that you
want more of. You are choosing among the BEST of what you currently
have in your life, and know how to get, have or be. Some examples: a. If
you are a coach, you can take the clients that you most enjoy and that are
the most profitable’, and aim to get more of these ... you already have
some. b. If you are in business of any kind, consider that your top
customers, a small number of them, probably earn you the most income.
If so, aim for more of those kinds of customers. c. If your enjoyment of
life comes from an occasional walk, plan more such walks.

3. Plan your next upgrade.

Plan a new business niche, new activity, new (and unused) part of
yourself — to develop, learn about, utilize, and enjoy. In this step, you
are reaching for what you do not have yet. It is especially valuable to
continue practicing contentment, rather than literally” practicing being
discontented while you reach for something that so far has been beyond
your reach. Practicing contentment means enjoyment; making a practice
of discontentment means frustration”: it’ s a choice. If it takes a while,
doesn’ t work out ... you’ 1l be having a great life in the meantime, because
you are still practicing contentment, and still upgrading what you have.

Be content, and grow.
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