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Abstract

Virtue ethics, one of very old and important ethics in the West, has
revived and become an arena and focus of all kinds of contemporary dif-
ferent thoughts. In other words. in the present age of the West. almost
every new trend of thought and culture genre has touched upon virtue
ethics, Therefore, in some sense, virtue ethics can reflect all kinds of
the contemporary cultures and thoughts as a kaleidoscope and we may
taste the vestige of intercourse of all kinds of cultures and thoughts. It
has exerted important influence upon both theoretical circle and practical
life. However, we have litter research in comparison with its importance
in contemporary ethics. Therefore the study of western virtue ethics has
important significence of both theory and pratice.

In this monograph we conceive it by revealing the core of virtue ethics in
the West. The headline of this book is The Course of Pursuing Virtue: Revival
and Reflection on the Virtue Ethics of the Contemporary West. in which of it
pursuing virtue is the revival aim of virtue ethics and contains two kinds of
meanings, one of which is hope virtue ethics become a third independent
thought against utilitarianism and deontology and still hope renew its dominant
place in moral philosophy from theoretical aspect and the other is hope the reali-
zation of virtue of human being itsell 1o get rid of the brink of virtue in modern
plight from practical aspect,

According to this theme. the thesis will be discussed from three
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problems: 1, Why should virtue ethicists in the West pursue virtue?
Namely it concerns why virtue ethics revived; 2. How have they been
pursuing virtue? In other words it concerns how virtue ethics has re-
vived; 3. Does they fulfill their revival of virtue? Namely it concerns if
they may fulfill their prospects, In this thesis we hope recognize virtue
ethics, understanding its place of thought, features of thought, success
and failure of thought, at the same time understanding the role of in-
struction towards the contemporary China’s moral construction.

Virtue Ethics in the contemporary West has its long and excellent
tradition and it had played the dominant place in the moral philosophy
from ancient Greece to the Middle Ages. However, due to the disconti-
nuity of headspring of value of transcendence, the change of social insti-
tutions and structure, the establishment of utilitarianism and deontolo-
gy, normative ethics has replaced virtue ethics and become the main-
stream ethies with the loss of dominant place of virtue since the Enlight-
enment. But with the social development the moral problems from mo-
dernity has resulted the crisis of virtue and made it worse and worse,
virtue being on the brink of extinction. Alasdair Macintyre has still
called our era as “the era after virtue”, It is the crisis of virtue from mor-
al problem of modernity that urges some thinkers to change the state of
the verge of virtue and supplies the possible practice context of the re-
vival of virtue ethics. From the of context of ethical theory utilitarianism
and deontology cannot solve the condition without order in the mind
brought by the moral problem of modernity, so more and more people
are dissatisflied with dominant ethical theory , namely utilitarianism and
deontology since the Enlightenment. Michael Slote thought that it was

this dissatisfaction with utilitarianism and deontology that has brought



to the revival of virtue ethics in the West. In this sense it*s a call on pur-
suing virtue in our era, and virtue ethics has developed quickly with the
advantages of competing with nominative ethics in the West.

The important aims are: pursuing the lost virtue, renewing to build
up the authority of virtue. resuming the dominant place in the ethics,
and walking out the increasing crisis of virtue in the society of moderni-
ty, In the process of pursuing virtue there are two modes of pursuing.
one of which is the mode of excluding the dominant place of reason and
the other of which is the mode of advocating the dominant place of rea
son.

The pursuing mode of excluding the dominant place of reason., anti
—theorizing virtue ethics hopes our ethical life possess little universal-
ism. The virtue ethicist of this kind associates their view with Kant, ar-
guing Kant gave reason the dominant place of our moral life and ignored
some personal factors in our moral life. such as emotion., desire, tradi
tion. etc. They criticize Kant’s Categorical Imperative; overthrow the
dominant place of Kant”s reason, In order to realize the revival of vir-
tue, some virtue ethicists, such as Bier. etc argue that we need depend
upon emotion, desire, ete to replace the dominant place of reason. Other
virtue ethicists, such as Macintyre, etc hold that we need depend upon
quai— religious authority to construct traditional community to fulfill
the revival of virtue, Their advantageous significance is stress criticism
and practice, It deeply criticizes normative ethics, especially for Kantism
and points out its formalistic mistake. It realizes that emotion, desire,
tradition and customs have an important role in moral practical life.
There’s no doubt that these have advantageous signilicance. However,

in the process of pursuing virtue it eventually walks up the road of anti
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— theory and [alls into the erisis when regarding theory as normative
system that can solve all moral conflict. attempting to replace excluded
reason with non— reason emotion. desire. ete.

In contrast, the pursuing mode of advocating the dominant place of
reason, theorizing virtue ethics argues that the cause of the increasing
brink of virtue lies in the fact that reason cannot play a fully part.
Therefore, these theorizing virtue ethicists attempt to enhance reason’s
part in moral theory, expand reason’s domain., and give more stress
than utilitarianism and deontology may give in our moral philosophy and
political life, In their opinion our moral life cannot be independent of the
instruction of reason and only if expanding the domain human beings can
get rid of the crisis of virtue. These virtue ethicists extraordinarily rec-
ognize the important significance of theorizing ethics in our study of eth-
ics and are opposed to the view from anti— theorizing virtue ethicists.
The theorizing virtue ethicists, such as Nussbaum, Hursthouse, Slote,
etc recognize the important significance of theorizing ethics in our study
of ethics. They establish their virtue ethics from the starting point of
virtue to elude the rule, or construct their logic system of virtue ethics
directly from the virtue, In this way, theorizing virtue ethics can develop
in a supplied space, not only differentiating it from criticized normative
ethics, but insisting also the view of virtue ethics and overcoming some
shortage of anti — theorizing virtue ethics, Its important significance
mainly lies in the logic establishment of theory., Whatever Slote’s pure
virtue ethics or Hursthouse’s normative virtue ethics, they attempt to
form a virtue ethics theory in theory. These theories stare {rom the bases
of virtue, not from certain principle, expressing a theoretic mode of vir-

tue ethics, possessing important theoretical significance for the develop-



