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# = #R4r (Key to Exercises): 124t Exploring the Topic, Section A, Section B 1
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04y (Reading Passage Translation): 32ft A, B ERXHSEEIL.

BOTEBE T LA HHNERRE, 2% TRETHERH:

Teaching Tasks

1st Class Hour |1) Warm-up discussion

2) Study of new words and expressions in Text A

3) Vocabulary check (do “Using the Right Word” and “Working with
Expressions™)

2nd Class Hour | 1) Study of Text A; do “Getting the Message™

2) Assignment: a) Do the translation; b) Read Text B '

3rd Class Hour |1) Do “Focusing on Sentence Structure”

2) Study of key language points in Text B

4th Class Hour | 1) Check on Text B’s follow-up exercises
2) Study of Section C '
3) Do Section C’s follow-up ¢ exercises
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"PART II

UNDERSTANDING AND
LEARNING

SECTION

Topic Exploration

“East or west, home is best.” To explore the topic of “Home and Family”, you can draw
out the students’ own thoughts and feelings about being away from hdme, encouraging them
to compare their nostalgia (& % 2#f) with the author’s. As a result, the students will identify
themselves with the author and gain a deeper understanding of the meaning of home.

- The two forms provided in “Exploring the Topic” in the Student’s Book are designed to
serve this purpose. For Question one, the following words may be of help: grandparent, the
apple trees in the backyard, the old clock by my bedside, my primary school a few miles away,
etc. For Question two, you could give such hints as laughter and joy, mutual trust, etc. As for
the open questions, you can refer to the Cloze Test in Section B that describes the experience

children have when leaving home to go to summer camp.

Suggestions for Teaching Text A

Text A describes the unbreakable emotional ties of an American woman with her home
and her parents. The author’s passionate love, as depicted in this text, may help us to get
rid of the misconception that American families have fallen apart because of a lack of love
between parents and their children. As we can see from the text, the younger generations in
the United States cherish (%) their elder generations and the same strong sentiments (& %)
about home as our young people in China do. The present text has thus provided a relatively
comprehensive picture of today’s American society.

To gain a better understanding of the text, the students’ attention should be drawn to
the striking contrast between the writer’s ever-changing life on the one hand, and her love




and loyalty (&%) to her home and her parents on the other. We can see her feelings for her
parents have remained unchanged throughout her life, no matter how her surroundings have
changed. This contrast reveals the unbreakable bond of affection between the writer and her

family.
In teaching this unit, you may provide the students with a form or a table that summarizes

the changes that have taken place in the author’s life. Below is a sample form for your

reference:

The Author’s Different Life Experiences in the Three Different Places

Life on the Farm Life in Arizona Life in Los Angeles
Physical | There’s lots of space and | The dry weather was [ She approached her life like an
lots to do. good for her father; |adventure. After she achieved

the surroundings were | success, she loved her job and
different and strange. |was treated as a queen.

Mental There’s lots of love; she | She felt excited and |Slowly, a dark void found its
feels very close to her|had a lot of fun. way into her heart and began
family and very lucky to to eat away at her happiness. |

live on the farm.

You could also ask the students to draw up a form that describes the author’s changes at

different stages in her life. The following is a sample for your reference:

The Changes the Author Underwent at Different Stages in Her Life

Changes in the Author’s Life Describing the Changes
Physical Changes She grew from a farm girl into a woman in a
modern city.
Geographical Changes She moved from her parents’ farm to Arizona,
then to Los Angeles, a big city in California.
Emotional Changes She felt close to her family and was never
bored with farm work.

She felt a void in her life in Los Angeles.
Finally, a sense of balance returned to her
soul after her parents moved to her new

home.
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What you can do is give the two forms to the students, with the main information
withdrawn. The students should discuss the forms, either during class or after class, before
they fill in the blank spaces. In checking with the students, you have in fact helped them
to grasp the message of the text, as well as enabled them to master the useful words and

expressions in the text.

Text Structure

The whole text is a story about the experience of home. The narrator “I” had two types of
experience: the happy one and the sad one. When she was a child, she lived on a farm with her
parents, and felt happy. Then, the family moved to Arizona, where she still felt happy because
she was still with her parents. When she grew up, she left her father for Los Angeles, where
she seemed to have done well. Not long after, her mother left her and went back to her father.
She lived alone. Though “treated like a queen™, she felt “something was missing”. By and by
she came to know “what I had to do to be happy”—she went back to be with her parents, thus
finding “the perfect home”. The following chart may illustrate the narrator’s experience of

home.

Happy experience (living with parents);
Living on a farm. (Paras. 1—3)
Living in Arizona. (Paras. 4—35)

1

Sad experience (living alone):

Happy to have her mother. (Para. 6)
Lonely without her mother. (Paras. 7—9)

1

Happy experience again (living with parents):
Finding the perfect home. (Para. 10)




Detailed Study of Text A

I Am Home

1. From gardening in the greenhouse to chasing our old goose, feeding the goats to
gathering the cattle, the word “bored” never found its way into my vocabulary.

(Para. 1)
“Feeding the goats to gathering the cattle” = “from feeding the goats to gathering the

cattle”. Note that the preposition “from” is omitted here.
greenhouse: n. [C] a building with a glass roof, glass sides, and often some form of
heating, used for plants that need heat, light, and freedom from winds 2 ¥ ; %5
Flowers nurtured in greenhouses cannot withstand the cold winter. /& 18 & 233 3 i R &5
RARBIBTAERAY,
Many scientists attribute global warming to the greenhouse effect. i % A% Fie ik T
BEFRERN,
chase:
v. follow rapidly in order to catch i€ i%; &4
The cat is chasing the rat that stole the cake. 3 & i B A8 R #r7t. T ZAL6946F,
Why do modern people chase material wealth? AA K4+ 4 ik K4 K &9
n. [C] an act of chasing someone or something i 3% ; i 4
They gave chase to the enemy. #1138 & & A,
Honor is the noblest chase. R &2 X ¥ FHe9:E K,
bore: v.
1) make (someone) tired or uninterested, especially with continual dull talk # (A) KR
The lecture bored us to tears. 34 4 KA1k EARE 2 RAZHM,
2) make a round hole or passage (in something) 4 (%); 4% (iA)
The carpenter bored a hole through the board. K & A& K& 45 & —AVH,
After ten months, a tunnel was bored through the big mountain, 10/NA &, AL A& X
L BARE T R,
bored: adj. tired and uninterested R XK 5 ; T4 ARE)
He is bored with swimming. {3} 5%k & 2] R IR,
find one’s way into: be brought to; get into # A
Computers have found their way into millions of households. 7+ H ALEHAT FEF F .,
The word “boring” never finds its way into my study. &3+ % J AT & 2| K45,
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2. The work for us was a labor of love. (Para. 1)
Meaning: For us, this kind of physical labor is enjoyable.
labor: n. (labour BrE)
1) [U] effort or work, especially tiring physical work % /1 ; % %
Building roads still involves manual labor. #4358 %L & 2A L% 3,
The garage charged us for parts and labor. 4 %432 G & MKR B4 FALE A,
2) [U] workers, especially those who use their hands, considered as a group or class T A;
IABL
labor relations % ¥ %X &
There is a shortage of skilled labor. #& - #& 4k T A,
A labor of love is a set expression, indicating that a particular activity (e.g. gardening in
the greenhouse, gathering cattle, etc.) may be troublesome to other people, but you take
great care to do the work properly because you really enjoy it—hence, to them, the work
is a “labor of love”. For example:
For me, arranging books on the shelf every morning is a labor of love. 3¢ £ %%, # %X
FRAEBRLGHEZEFRAAMENHLEF,
Also note that the use of the indefinite article (7R 2 & 43) “a” before the word “labor™:
Generally speaking, an abstract noun (# %.% 7)) such as labor is not preceded by “a”.
Here, the use of “a” suggests “a kind of . Compare the following sentences:
The beauty of the scene fills us with enchantment. iX 2 #9 £ %@ KM & i
The beauty of a mountain stream in autumn possesses an enchantment that is universal.

AREE L XRA —FRARSHZ A RGBT,

3. Falling asleep was never a problem for me. (Para. 2)
M‘eaning: I'had no difficulty or trouble falling asleep, or I fell asleep easily.
asleep: adj. sleeping 8 % #
He was fast asleep when I entered the room. & & 3 & ] 8t 4 F 4 %58 |
Note that “asleep” is a predicative adjective (.75 #5/ % 74)); that is, it cannot precede |
the noun it modifies. For instance, we say “sleeping beauty” (3 £ A), not “asleep
beauty”.
Similar adjectives that begin with the letter “a” and can be used as predicative adjectives
only are: afraid (The child is afraid, but not *He is an afraid child), alive (The fish is alive,
but not *This alive fish is mine), alone (The boy is alone by himself, but not *I met the
alone boy yesterday).




4. When I was 12, though, something terrible happened that would change my life
forever. (Para. 3)
Meaning: Yet, when I was 12, a terrible thing happened, which changed my life forever.
Note that the word “though” in the sentence is an adverb, equivalent to “however”, both
in meaning and in grammatical function. It appears in the mid or final, rather than initial
position of a sentence.
“It is not useful. It’s pretty, though, isn’t it?” “ X A& ®HEAH L2 ALk, Fid, XA BE
WA, 457”7
“He said he would help me; he didn’t, though.” “ fe A& &K, T &M H XA
Also note that the relative clause (3% & A 9]) “that would change...” does not follow its
antecedent (%£4717) “something” (which is the subject in the sentence) immediately so
that the subject would not be too heavy.

5. My father suffered a serious heart attack and was diagnosed with heart disease.

(Para. 3)

Meaning: My father had a serious heart attack and the doctor said it was due to heart

disease.

attack:

n.

1) [C] a sudden and usually severe period of illness # &

I had a bad attack of flu at Christmas. 2 # AR XAKTRETE4F.
He died after suffering a severe asthma attack. /& = %% K% T,

2) [C; U] an act of trying to hurt or defeat somebody or something by using force =% &
Once again we came under attack from enemy planes. & ] X —k & 2| &ey £ &,
Security will be increased after yesterday’s attack on the president. ¥ X X £ 7 £ &
ERGFEY, SBWMmBRELE,

v. try to hurt or defeat somebody or something by using force % &

The enemy attacked at night. #& AR ] X 3h & &,

She was attacked while walking home late at night. #’ XX ¥ Fra) £ £ 8 % &,

diagnose: v. discover the nature of a disease or fault by making a careful examination

o (&A); Hr (F4)

His illness was diagnosed as a terminal disease. 4 %9 #4950 b 6 2 42,

The mechanics are engaged in diagnosing the fault in the engine. HUARIFE A & K 3

A ER R




