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Water constitutes the lifeline for the existence and development of the humanity. China is a
country with vast territory, varied landscape, complicated climate and frequent flood and
drought disasters. During her 5,000-year history, water management has always been such an
important issue as bearing on the prosperity of the country. Since the foundation of the People’s
Republic of China, the country has carried out a large scale of water infrastructure construction,
establishing a rather complete water project system, overcoming a number of water disasters and
ensuring flood prevention, food security, water provision and ecological integrity. Over the past
30 years, China has supported an annual average of 10% economic growth with only 1% annual
growth of water consumption. In addition, the country has increased her food output by 50% in v

the past 30 years with zero growth of irrigation water consumption and thereby feed 21% of the

world population. It is a remarkable achievement and an important contribution to the

development of prosperity of the world.

In the foreseeable future, China will remain at a crucial period of building the well-off
society in an all-round way and accelerating her modernization drive. The country is facing
some prbminent challenges such as low per capital share of water, uneven spatial and tempora'ﬂ
distribution of water, the geographic mismatch between the layout of industry and the
availability of water and land resources. In recent years, due to the impacts of global climatic
change, China has witnessed an increased frequency of flood and drought events, which

contributes to the worsening of water shortage, water pollution and water erosion.

Chinese government attaches great importance to the soiutmn of Watﬁ

Conserving resources and protecting envn'onment have been enshrined as pnmary natm

policies. Guided by the scientific devel@ent outlook, the government sticks to thc prmcipi&

armony between Man and Nature. With people’s benefit as focus, the development of water-

protection ar



system and thereby support the social and economic development with sustainable water use.
By 2020, the year designated by the Chinese government as fulfilling the objective of well-off
society, flood threats to the population will be significantly reduced, the provision of clean and
safe drinking water supply cover the whole country and water environment and ecological
situation score remarkable improvement. It is envisaged that the country will see greener

mountains, cleaner water and bluer sky.

At the present world, as a result of economic globalization, the destiny of all countries have
been closely linked with each other. It is a common mission for all countries around the world to
address global water crisis and safeguarding social and economic development with sustainable
water use. As a large developing country, China has made unremitting efforts and contributed a
lot to this cause. The development of water sector in China cannot be realized without the
support and cooperation of the international community. On the other hand, as one of the earliest
civilizations in the world, China has accumulated abundant experience in managing water during
her long history. While strenuously studying the innovative concepts, best practice and advanced
technologies from the international scene, we are ready to share our technologies and expef‘ience
with our international colleagues. By working together with the world water community and
constantly expanding the area, the scope and the level of cooperation, we hope to achieve a

harmonious and sustainable world for our future generations.
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The Yangtze River







The Yellow River
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A bird’s eye view of the Three Gorges Project area
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Experiment of water and sediment regulation in the Yellow River

HTRKED TR I






e b

d
‘a ¥> Contents

H B
Preface

B ARFIESHYR

Chapter 1 Natural Conditions and History of Water Management

w0
Chapter I Project Construction and Achievements

B ow KRIREE SR
Chapter 1 Water Resources Management and Protection

oy Ll L




- ety Sl
e
e
4

e KFIRHE SEAR
Chapter IV Water Science and Technology

WA KPS

Chapter V Concept and Vision of Water Resources Management

s

it

BAE EERA RS

Chapter VI nternational Cooperation and Exchange




