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Located in the north of Hebei Province, Chengde is adjacent to
Beijing, Liaoning and Inner Mongolia. She boasts pleasant weather,
spectacular peaks, luxuriant forests, crisscross rivers and plenty rainfalls.
All these make the city an ideal summer resort.

The Mountain Resort and Eight Outer Temples feature compre-
hensive classic Chinese art of garden construction as well as rich and
venerated culture. The construction of the resort embodied the fine
traditions of Chinese gardening and the refined skills of Chinese art and
architecture. Many of the China's famous scenic spots were imitated in
the garden. Here, we could get some idea of the splendid sights both
North and South of China. What's more, a group of splendid and
magnificent temples were added around the Mountain Resort. By
absorbing the essences of both the Han and Tibetan architectures, these
imposing architectural complexes reached a summit of Chinese reli-
gious architectural art, each of them containing a moving story. The
Eight Outer Temples form an entirety that represents a unified, multi-
ethnic country and demonstrates the paramount power of the emperors,
and the cream of ethnic-flavored structures.

The large number of exquisite palaces and magnificent temples
blend well with the luxuriant forests, vast stretches of grassland, and
spectacular peaks and rocks in the surrounding area, which bestows
unique landscape of nature and humanities. The Resort and temples
have given Chengde a reputation as the Pearl North of the Great Wall.

The Mountain Resort, a former imperial garden, is quintessential
of the Chinese art of garden construction and horticulture. Its value in
garden construction, architecture, politic and history, make it be worthy

of the gem of world cultural heritages.
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The Mulan Hunting
Ground
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Autumn hunting at Mulan was a larg-

scale hunting activity and military maneu-

A FRERFRR
A portrait of Emperor Kangxi
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ver aimed to enhance the military quality
and fighting capacity of the imperial kins-
men and the Eight Banners soldiers.It also

provided a palce for the emperor to exercise

his conclitaion policy to the minority

nationalities. The political, military and eco-
nomic measures carried out during the in-
spection tour of the emperor to the Mongo-
lian economy, consodlidation of the na-

tional unity.
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Ulanbuh Tungrahua Battlefield
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The place, which called “The Red Mountain” region, was the scene for a war between the Kangxi's army and Gerdan s in the

1690(29th year of the reign of Qing Emperor Kangxi).
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The Crown of Emperor Qianlong
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A portrait of Emperor Qianlong
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Emperor Qianlong, his original name is Aisin Giorro

Hong Li, who was the forth Emperor of Qing Dynasty, was
unrivaled in bravery.
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The Painting of Em-
peror Qianlong Hunting
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This painting represents a
hunting scene of Emperor Qianlong,
that at first the royal guards search
the animal, then the Emperor
Qianlong killed it.
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Bow and arrow of Emperor Kangxi
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The Painting of Emperor Qianlong Hunting
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This painting represents a hunting scene of Emperor Qianlong, he shot two deers with
an arrow.
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The Painting of Hunting Deers
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This is one of Manchu long-standing traditions, only a few people participate, showing the wisdom of men.
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The painting shows more than 120 architectural complexes in the Mountain Resort,

including 72 sights during its heydays, as well as the magnificent Eight Outer Temples.
They set off the Mountain Resort as stars set off the moon.
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In winter of 1701, when Kangxi went north
on a hunting tour, he searched along the way and
finally arrived at Shangying in Rehe (presentday
Chengde). The landscape here was typical of
north China, yet it contained elements of scenery
in the lower Yangtze valley. The magnificent
mountains, crystalline streams, and a vast ex-
pense of field made him believe that he had found
an ideal place for constructing a summer palace
away from Beijing. The place was close to both
Beijing and the hunting ground, and the memorial
to the throne from the court could be delivered
within one day. In addition, it was a convenient
geographic location for controlling the Mongo-
lian in the north and guarding Beijing in the south.
All these became emperor's justifications to build
a temporary dwelling place in Rehe, named Moun-
tain Resort.

Chengde Mountain Resort was the largest
among the 20-odd temporary dwelling places on
the way from Beijing to the hunting ground.
Manpower, financial and material resources
throughout the country were used to build the
resort. After 89 years of painstaking efforts through
the Kangxi, Yongzheng and Qianlong reigns, the
area leaped from just fertile farmlands to the
summer resort of Qing emperors and secondary
capital of the nation. By the end of Kangxi's reign,
Chengde became a quite flourishing town. Not
only is the Chengde a summer resort for Qing
emperors, but also an important station for han-
dling court and ethnic affair. By means of
interviewing, feasting, and awarding them, as

well as hunting and religious activities, Qing

#E2Z [ Mountain Resort

rulers strengthened the ties with the princes and
dukes of minority nationalities in the Mountain
Resort and Eight Outer Temples, which promoted
the national unification, ethnic unity and the de-
velopment of China as a multi-ethnic country.
Exquisitely laid out, the Mountain Resort
was sumptuously built with unique architectural
style. It boasts dignified and magnificent palaces,
the water-bound scenes south of the Yangtze, as
well as boundless grassland and rising and falling
mountains. Combining the magnificence of the
North and the elegance of the South, the garden is
a gathering place of nationwide beauties, and
many famous scenic spots including the West
Lake in Hangzhou and secluded classical gardens
of Suzhou have all found their replicas in the
Mountain Resort, which demonstrating the para-
mount imperial power and the Qing rulers' build-
ing thinking to make the resort a splendid minia-

ture of the entire country.
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Danbojingchengdian
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The Danbojingchengdian (Hall of Simpliciy and Sincerity)
is the main hall of the Palace Zone in the Mountain Resort.During
the Qing Dynasty, it was the site of grand received ministers,
princes, dukes and foreign envoys here.
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The Palace Zone, the largest architectural
complex in the resort, was where Qing emperors
handled court affairs, held celebrating ceremonies,
and resided with their family members. The Pal-
ace Zone having a flat terrain faces Chengde

proper in the south, and is bordered by Plain and
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Lake Zones in the northeast while Mountain Zone
in the northwest, making it the very center of the
whole garden. This zone comprises of three clus-
ters of buildings: Zhenggong (Main Palaces),
Songhezhai (House of Pine and Crane) and

Donggong (Eastern Palaces).
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Sizhishuwu
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Exterior of Danbojingchengdian
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First built in 1710, the 49th year during Kangxi s reign, the
Danbojingchengdian was rebuilt with an aromatic hardwood
called nanmu by Emperor Qianlong in 1754, his 19th reign year.
During the rain days, nanmu sent forth a delicate fragrance.

BTRBA+E (Ax1711F), ZREFRGI A M. AF. HB° EBRRY OHLE". LEEF
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This hall was first built in 1711, the 50th year of Kangxi s reign. Later Qianlong renamed it Sizhishuwu (Study of Four

Understanding) according to four ancient standards of an emperor-to understand the tiny, the commendation, the gentleness (placation)

and the firmness (force).
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Yanbozhishuangdian
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Built in 1710, the 49th of Kangxi s reign, the Yanbozhishuangdian (Hall of Refreshing Mists and Waves) was the living quarters of the emperors of Kangxi, Qianlong, Jiaqing and Xianfeng in the
Mountain Resort. Kangxi once said that the surrounding beautiful ridges and vast Chenghu (Limpid Lake) brought it clear and crisp air which enabled people to feel refreshing, hence the name.
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A board inscribed with
the words “Guard against
impetuosity and exercise
patience”
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Originally, these words were used
by Emperor Kangxi to warn his fourth
son Yinzhen, the later Emperor Yong-
zheng, against impetuosity. In 1860,
when the Anglo-French troops invaded
Beijing. Emperor Xianfeng fled to
Chengde. He wrote this phrase for him-
self as a rule of conduct.
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