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TEXT A _ An Amazing True Love Story.

The pastor arrived in urban Brooklyn in October to reopen a church. He set a goal
to have the run-down church repaired in time to have the first service on Christmas Eve.

On Dec. 19, a terrible rainstorm hit the area. The pastor’ s heart sank when he saw
that the roof had leaked, causing a large area of plaster to fall off the front wall of the
church just behind the pulpit.

At a flea market, he noticed a beautiful ivory-colored crocheted tablecloth with a
Cross embroidered right in the center. It was just the right size to cover up the hole in’
the front wall. He bought it and headed back to the church. '

It started to snow. An elderly woman was running to catch a bus, but failed. The
pastor invited her to wait in the warm church for the next bus. She sat in a pew while the
pastor put up the tablecloth, which perfectly covered up the entire problem area. Then the
pastor saw the woman walking down the aisle, with a pale face. “Pastor, where did you
get that tablecloth?”

The woman asked him to check the lower right corner to see if the initials EBG were
crocheted into it. They were. These were her initials, and she had made this tablecloth 35
years before in Austria. The woman said that when the Nazis camek, she was forced to
leave Austria. Her husband was ‘going to follow her the next week. She was captured, sent
to prison and never saw her husband or her home again.

Later, the pastor insisted on driving her home. She lived on the other side of Staten
Island and was only in Brooklyn for a housecleaning job.




At the end of the Christmas Eve ser\}ice, an elderly man continued to sit in one of the
pews and stared.-

The man told the pastor that the tablecloth on the front wall was exactly the same as
the one his wife had made years ago when they lived in Austria before the war. He told the
pastor how in the war, he forced his wife to flee for her safety, but he was arrested and
put in a concentration camp. He never saw his wife or his home again for all the 35 years in
between.

The pastor invited him for a little ride. They drove to Staten Island and to the same
house where the pastor had taken the woman three days earlier. He helped the man climb the
three flights of stairs to the woman’ s apartment, knocked on the door and the pastor saw
the greatest Christmas reunion he could ever imagine.
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_catch /katf/
fail /fe1l/
invite /m'vart/
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Aaisle /ail/
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concentration camp
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Proper Names \

Brooklyn e wh(dyntiz—X)

Austria (E %) B F]

Nazi WRESEN GRS T
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== GETTING THE MESSAGE

|. Recite the first three paragraphs of the text.

II. Decide which of the following best states the main idea of the passage.

A. The passage tells how a couple miraculously met again owing to a tablecloth.
B. The passage illustrates the cruelties of the Nazi during the Second World War.
C. The story explains how a crocheted tablecloth was lost and found.

D. The pastor gives the readers an account of his own experience of meeting his lover.

Ill. Answer the following questions.

1. Why was the pastor in a hurry to get the run-down church repaired?

2. What did the pastor buy at a flea market? And what did the tablecloth serve as in the
story?

3. What happened to the woman during the war?

4. Why wouldn’ t the man leave after the Christmas Eve service?

5. Can you imagine what kind of reunion it could be?

44



