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Education / plays a very important role /in everybody’s life.

Do you mind/ my opening the window?

When reading word by word, / you really waste valuable time.

The degree to which/people get involved in societies / varies a great deal.
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Students graduating from colleges today are not
fully prepared to deal with the “real
world. ” It is my belief that college

students need to be taught more skills
and information to enable them to meet
the challenges that face everyone in daily
life. The areas in which students need
training are playing the credit game, planning
their personal financial strategy, and consumer awareness.
Learning how to obtain and use credit
is probably the most valuable knowledge a
young person can have. Credit is a
dangerous tool that can be of tremendous
help if it is handled with caution.

Having credit can enable people to obtain
material necessities before they have the money
to purchase them outright. But unfortunately, many,
many young people get carried away with
their handy plastic cards and awake one
day to find they are in serious
financial debt. Learning how to use credit



| BEEIS: HamtRms | 3

properly can be a very difficult and
painful lesson indeed. Of equal importance is
learning how to plan a personal budget.
People have to know how to control
money; otherwise, it can control them. Students
should leave college knowing how to allocate
their money for living expenses, insurance, savings,
and so forth in order to avoid
the “Oh, no! I'm flat broke and
I don’t get paid again for two
weeks!” anxiety syndrome. Along with learning about
credit and personal financial planning, graduating college
students should be trained as consumers. The
consumer market today is flooded with a
variety of products and services of varying
quality and prices. A young person entering
the “real world” is suddenly faced with
agonizing decisions about which product to buy
or whose services to engage. He is
usually unaware of such things as return
policies, guarantees, or repair procedures. Information of
this sort is vital knowledge to everyday
living. For a newly graduated college student,
the “real world” can be a scary
place to be when he or she
is faced with such issues as handling
credit, planning a budget, or knowing what
to look for when making a purchase
and whom to purchase it from. Entering
this “real world” could be made less
traumatic if persons were educated in dealing
with these areas of daily life. What
better place to accomplish this than in college?

KA BEARPRIE I SCAS AR B, » SR BRI R0 » DRI 4 A 11 58] 52 E 249 A9 4543 4 200 ~
300 =, i 48 T PR3 B B E 75 iy AU BB LA 43 2 000 - f 3 BE e 2 BAE A BT RL . (I IEB Y
Ti ¥k R GR PR BE X AR R .



Text A

Vi

 university

Open or distance learning has had a
major impact' on higher education through
the Open University, the only university to
provide exclusively for adult learners
studying at a distance. Our 100,000 students
are currently the Open

University. We found limited development

studying at
of distance learning in the case studies, with
the exception of some postgraduate and
professional® courses. Even here, however,
there seemed to be limits on further
expansion because of the high costs involved
in setting up new distance learning courses,
as of demand
(particularly in terms of the perceived
financial returns on study). One of the case
study universities provided video facilities®
and visiting staff to a rural area for a group

well as uncertainties

of undergraduate students about 50 miles
away. This was a new development which
was working well and likely to be expanded
to involve other universities.

The main reason for general lack of
development of distance learning, especially at
undergraduate level, may be the dominance of
the Open University. Other universities have
been unable to afford the considerable set-up
costs and student support facilities. As costs of
technology come down this might change. The
Open Learning Foundation is developing
greater joint effort between universities to set
open learning approaches' within existing
programs of study and thus encourage their
greater use. This is seen as likely to develop
further in the future.

(228 words)
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(Types: 133 Word length: 5. 25 letters Sentence length: 20. 91 words)

Reading time 1°00 115 1730 1745 2°00 215 230 2°45 300
Reading speed (w/m) 228 182 152 130 114 101 91 83 76
Comprehension rate 0 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

SJ" Comprehension Exercise

Select the most appropriate answer for each of the following questions.
1. The Open University provides particularly for students who
A) do not like attending conventional universities
B) fail the entrance examination
C) do not need to pay for their study
D) prefer to study at a distance
2. The further expansion of distance learning at postgraduate and professional levels is
limited by
A) high costs involved in setting up new distance learning courses
B) a limited registering of student members
C) uncertainties of demand
D) lack of balance between the expensive input and uncertain financial returns
3. According to the case study, there is a limited development of distance learning at the
level.
A) undergraduate B) graduate C) postgraduate D) professional
4. General lack of development of distance learning may be related to all of the following
except
A) the high costs of technology
B) the dominance of the Open University
C) inability to afford student support facilities
D) limits imposed by existing programs of study
5. The tone of this passage can best be described as

A) discouraging B) encouraging C) persuasive D) scientific
g Notes
1. impact n. the effect or impression of one thing on another

2. professional adj. of, relating to, engaged in, or suitable for a profession
3. facility n.  something that facilitates an action or process
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4. approach n.

the method used in dealing with or accomplishing

Text B

Key Words: engineer education science

Engineering students are supposed to be
examples of practicality and logic, but when
it comes to my college education I am an
idealist and a fool. In high school I wanted
to be an electrical engineer and, of course,
any sensible' student with my aims would
with a

have chosen a college large

engineering department, good reputation

and lots labs and

of good research
equipment. But that’s not what I did.

I choose to study engineering at a small
liberal arts’ university that doesn’t even offer a
major in electrical engineering. Obviously, this
was not a practical choice; I came here for
more noble reasons. I wanted a broad education
that would provide me with flexibility and a
value system to guide me in my career. I
wanted to open my eyes and expand my vision
by interacting with people who weren’t studying
science or engineering.

I headed off to college; sure I was going
to have an advantage over those students

who went to big engineering “factories”
where they didn’t care if you had values or
were flexible®. I was going to be a complete
engineer: technical genius and sensitive
humanist all in one.

Now I'm not so sure. Somewhere along

the way my noble ideals' crashed into reality,

as all noble ideals eventually do. After three
years of struggling to balance math, physics and
engineering courses with liberalarts courses, I
have learned there are reasons why few
engineering students try to reconcile engineering
with liberalarts courses in college.

The reality that has blocked my path to
become the typical successful student is that
engineering and the liberal arts simply don’t
mix as easily as I assumed in high school.
Individually they shape a person in very
different ways; together they threaten to
confuse. The struggle to reconcile the two
fields of study is difficult.

(305 words)

(Types: 175 Word length: 4. 66 letters Sentence length: 21. 5 words)

Reading time 1730 145 2°00 215 2°30 2°45 3700 315 3730
Reading speed (w/m) 203 174 153 136 122 111 102 94 87
Comprehension rate 0 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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S comprehension Exercise

Select the most appropriate answer for each of the following questions.
1. The author chose to study engineering at a small liberal arts university because
he :
A) wanted to be an example of practicality and logic
B) intended to be a combination of engineer and humanist
C) wanted to coordinate engineering with liberal arts courses in college
D) intended to be a sensible student with noble ideas
2. According to the author, by interacting with people who study liberal arts, engineering
students can :
A) balance engineering and the liberal arts
B) receive guidance in their careers
C) become noble idealists
D) broaden their horizons
3. In the eyes of the author, a successful engineering student is expected to
A) have an excellent academic record
B) be wise and mature
C) be imaginative with a value system to guide him
D) be a technical genius with a wide vision
4. The author’s experience shows that he was

A) creative B) ambitious
C) unrealistic D) irrational
5. The word “they” in “. .. together they threaten to confuse.” (Para. 5) refers to

A) engineering and the liberal arts
B) reality and noble ideals

C©) flexibility and a value system
D) practicality and logic

g Notes

1. sensible adj . ‘acting with or exhibiting good sense

2. liberal arts academic disciplines, such as languages, literature, history, philosophy,
that provide information of general cultural concern

3. flexible adj. responsive to change; adaptable

4. ideal n. a conception of something in its absolute perfection



