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The Snow—covered Cang Mountains.
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##% Erhai Lake.




A beautiful reflection of the Three White Pagodas.




g+ & ”
0 B G b e .

0 0 0 1 TR DA e pree g

=




R A%k B & MLT = da 4 P 996, Ruab B L
B9 s, B d, Rdik. £ M 5 @ #220459
FHRE, PEMEL, RN SR A G HHRR
LR B7 s AL e P P e SN S
WL ALY, L H SR, bk, FEk
EAET; AT R, B AR, RN,
Ll B IR . K3 M ALZE, S £ 108
AZ R IASAR T 6K B, ik A
W R RER DA, RS R,
BEMTAdLE, RERTRE, AABEKEZ
W REG RS LA HRERAE, LRMAK
HEmE, BATSHK, MEE, LRERF, SLE
A

A Survey

Dali Bai Autonomous Prefecture is located at the central wes
part of Yunnan Province and the southwest end of the Henduan Moun—
tains with its topography high in the northwest and low in the southeast.
It has a total territory of 29.459m?. The Cang Mountains lies in the
middle and cuts Dali into two parts with different landforms. In the
west are the high and magnificent Yunlin Mountains and the Nu Moun—
tains with the roaring Lancang River and the Nu River cutting through
them, showing a splendid spectacular. In the east are numerous ditches,
rivers, hills and plains with a relatively flat landform and with the
Jinsha River running towards the east. Among the mountains in Dali,
there are 108 plains of various sizes, and the plateau lakes like Erhai

Lake, Sword Lake, Haixi Lake, Zibi Lake look like bright pearls

scattered on this highland.
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A sketch map of the six Zhaos in the

early Tang Dynasty.
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The Nanzhao Tablet.

. KB Py

A Short History of Dali
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Human activities in Dali can be traced back to the Stone Age over
100,000 years ago. In the West Han Dynasty, Emperor Wu, while ex—
panding his territory, conquered and included Dian in his territory. Five

counties in Dali were established under the jurisdiction of Yi Zhoushire.
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“E’ The Tang Iron
Pole for Unity.
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In the early period of the Tang Dynasty, there emerged six tribes (called Zhao in history) in Dali. of which Mengshe Zhao
in the south became the most powerful. In 649 Chieftain Xinuluo, founder of the Nanzhao Kingdom (a local regime), established
the Dameng Kingdom at the present-day Weishan County. In the following 100 years, his successors unified the six Zhaos with
the help of the Tang Imperial Court and established the Nanzhao Kingdom. Iis capital was Yangjuyang Town (the present—day
Dali Ancient Town). After the Nanzhao Kingdom collapsed in 902, Duan Siping, a Bai aristocrat established the Dali Kingdom
and reunified all the tribes in Dali in 936. Its capital was still Yangjuyang Town. Because the North Song Dynasty founded by
Zhao Kuangyin was weak in power, the Dali Kingdom had survived for 300 years as a local regime before it was conquered by
the mounted troops led by Kublai Khan in 1253. In other words, the Nanzhao Kingdom and the Dali Kingdom had a history of
over 500 years. In the Yuan Dynasty, Yunnan Administration Province was established with Kunming as the capital, and Dali

was the prefectural capital. Dali Bai Autonomous Prefecture was established in 1954.
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A Bird's—view of Dali City.
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Dali Gate, symbol of Dali Ancient Town.

Since the Qin and the Han Dynasty, Dali had several post roads leading to the Shu Kingdom,
India and Southeast Asia. At that time Dali was located at the fusion of the three main Buddhist

subeultures, that is, Han Buddhist culture, Tibetan Buddhist culture and Theravade.
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Peak Malong at an elevation
of 4,122m, the highest in the

Cang Mountains.
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Famous Scenic Spots
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The nineteen snow—covered peaks.
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The Green Cang Mountain shrouded in fog.
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Spring snow at the Cang

Mountains.
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At the highest point, all other mountains look small.

The Cang Mountains

The'Cang Mountains, also called the Diancang Mountains and located in the middle of
Dali Prefecture, is a branch of Yunling of the Hengduan Mountains. Though the snow of the
Cang Mountains is one of the four greatest scenes (others being "wind" "flowers" and "the
moon") in Dali, the clouds of Dali are more charming. Besides the emotional Wangfu (waiting
for the husband) Cloud, there are Jade—belt Clouds at the turn of spring and summer and the
Torch Clouds which emerge during the Torch Festival around July 25th on the Chinese lunar
calendar. The 19 snow—covered peaks here, either magnificent or charming, stand from north to
south. Eighteen clean streams are running meanderingly through the valleys, some of which are
jumping over the hills like naughty boys while others are like ladies, roaring and singing all the

way to Ehai Lake.
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