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3.5 A Speech by Bill Gates
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I left campus knowing little about the millions of

young people cheated out of educational opportunities

here in this country. And I knew nothing about the

millions of people living in unspeakable poverty and

disease in developing countries. It took me decades to

find out. You graduates came to Harvard at a different

time. You know more about the world’s inequities than

the classes that came before. In your years here, I hope

you’ve had a chance to think about how —in this age of

accelerating technology — we can finally take on these

inequities, and we can solve them. Imagine, just for

the sake of discussion, that you had a few hours a week

and a few dollars a month to donate to a cause — and

you wanted to spend that time and money where it would

have the greatest impact in saving and improving lives.

Where would you spend it?
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3.6 Purpose of Education
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Education is not an end, but a means to an end.
In other words, we do not educate children only for the
purpose of educating them; our purpose is to fit them for
life. We find in many modem countries a far larger
number of people with university degrees than there are
jobs for them to fill. Because of their degrees, they
refuse to do what they think “low” work; and in fact,
work with hands is thought to be dirty and shameful in
such countries. But we have to understand a farmer is
more important than that of a professor in a way: we can

live without education, but we die if we have no food.
In fact, when we say that all of us must be
educated to fit us for life, it means that we must be
educated in such a way that, firstly, each of us can do
whatever job is suited to his brain and ability, and
secondly, that we can realize that all jobs are necessary
to society, and that it is very bad to be unwilling to do
one’s work, or to laugh at someone else’s. Only such

education can be called valuable to society.
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3.7 Ways of Recreation
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“All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy” is a
popular saying in the United States. Other countries
have similar saying. It is true that all of us need
recreation. We cannot work all the time if we are going
to keep good health and enjoy life.

Everyone has his own way of relaxing. Perhaps the
most popular way is to take part in sports. There are
team sports, such as baseball, basketball, and football.
There are individual sports, also, such as golf and
swimming. In addition, hiking, fishing, skiing and
mountain climbing are great attraction for people who

like to be outdoors.



