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Job losses and home foreclosures have led some to take their anger to the streets. A

recent protest in Los Angeles targeted a homebuilder that had entered a partnership with a
troubled mortgage lender.
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Homeowners who lost their homes

came to tell their stories. Most now live in
rented houses or apartments.Others who
have lost jobs or housing stay with friends
or family. Some live in cheap motels, or

in their cars or vans in parking lots. Tent
cities have sprung up in some parts of California, including Sacramento and
Fresno, as victims of the recession join the ranks of the chronically homeless.
Those living on the streets in the neighborhood of Hollywood can get help
from a group called PATH, People Assisting the Homeless. Outreach worker
Rudy Salinas says people are living in shelters in ravines, in the hills, or
behind bushes along the sides of freeways.The final numbers have not been
tabulated for the recent homeless count throughout Los Angeles. The previous
figures showed about 70,000 people without permanent shelter, making this
urban center the nation’s homeless capital. Los Angeles County has just
15,000 beds in temporary shelters.

Outreach workers say homelessness is tied to other social problems and
the solution must be comprehensive: better access to medical care and social
services for addiction and alcoholism, and a better social safety net for those
who lose their jobs or homes. Most of all, they say cities like Los Angeles
need more affordable housing for people at the bottom of the economic ladder,
who are most vulnerable in times of recession.
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1. Tent cities have sprung up in some parts of California,
including Sacramento and Fresno, as victims of the recession join the
ranks of the chronically homeless.
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2. Outreach workers say homelessness is tied to other social

problems and the solution must be comprehensive: better access to

medical care and social services for addiction and alcoholism, and a
better social safety net for those who lose their jobs or homes.

outreach &R &id, Fom “IMEARS (TEARSHAGLLSMNGIG TR HEAHE X AR %5
%) 7 ; outreach workers o “SMNRIREAR” , TEXHFET WS THEE” .

3. Most of all, they say cities like Los Angeles need more affordable housing
for people at the bottom of the economic ladder, who are most vulnerable in times of

recession.
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Wider coverage of the single-elimination tournament
on the Internet is just one reason for the expanding interest
in March Madness. This year, as many as 45 percent of
Americans polled say they will enter at least one college
basketball pool. Fans fill out brackets to pick the winners

in the four 16-team regions of the country.
Last year, up to 37 million Americans paid money to join bracket pools. Jason Kint,
senior vice president and general manager of CBSSports.com, says die-hard fans and
novices alike try to predict the winners.
“You know, that’s the fun part of the NCAA tournament, its unique aspect. And it
draws in a much more, a broader audience, a lot of casual fans. At some point throughout



the tournament they are rooting on the teams
that they have picked to make it through,” he
said.

Each correct prediction is worth a set
number of points, with the value for correct
picks increasing in each successive round. The
64 teams in the tournament are whittled down
to the so-called “Sweet-16,” “Elite Eight” and
“Final-Four.” Those four teams meet in the

semifinals in Detroit, Michigan for the right to advance to the championship
game on April 6. But what are the odds of filling out that perfect bracket? R.J.
Bell of Pregame.com says the number of possibilities to guarantee a perfect
bracket are an astronomical 9.2 quintillion.
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