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ABSTRACT

The electronic media, as a tool of modern communication, leads to great
change of the society in 20th century. With the popularization of the TV in
1980s and the internet in 1990s, the Chinese people have completely experi—
enced the influence of the modernization and the post-modernization under
the global, commercial condition. The electronic media is not only the informa—
tion channel, but also changes the way of people’s behavior and their
thoughts. The electronic media effect every corner of the society while produc—
ing the new media cultural field. We can say, the electronic media influence all
the activities of the literature. This paper is based in this view and studies on
~ the childhood’s historical establishment and its deconstruction by the elec—
tronic media culture, and then studies the childhood’s representation and the
change and its renew of the children’s literature, then put forward the possibili—
ty that the children’s literature protects the childhood and the children’s inno—
cent world.

Firstly, this paper put forward that in the history of the human—beings, the
conception of childhood and children has been built by the different social re—
lations and ideology. In the different social period, childhood has its different

cultural meanings. The identity process of the childhood in on the same step
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with the appearance of the modern view of the children and the modern edu—
cation of the children. In the meanwhile, The identity process of the childhood
is connected with the printing culture, which causes the separation of the chil—
dren and the adults. The establishment of the childhood’ s value is in the 20th
century, which means that the childhood’ culture really becomes a coexist as
an independent culture with the adult culture. But with the electronic media’s
rising, the great change the conception of childhood takes place and the child—
hood faces the trouble of disappearance, so it is necessary to rebuild the
childhood’s culture and to protect the childhood.

Secondly, this paper studies the children’s literature’s aesthetic changes
in the times of electronic media, points out that the children’s literature has ex—
perienced a change about the writers’ spirits and their aesthetic standard. Al—
though the children’s literature tries its best to keep its spiritual height, it tends
to keep close to the commercial culture. As to the creation of the children’s lit—
erature, its purpose becomes commercial , its contents becomes of everyday—
life, its narration becomes of type, its soul becomes of amusement. And the
children’s literature lacks poetic flavor, imagination and spiritual narration. As
to its theory and critics, they are close to the market and the commercial.
Which means that it should not be ignored to rebuild the children’s literature,
and to rebuild means to rebuild the aesthetic standard and the children’s liter—
ature ecology.

Thirdly, this paper points out that it is necessary to do three things if to re—
build the children’s literature: the first thing is to establish its spiritual tend, to
make the creation can protect the children’s growth of their spirit. The second
thing is for the writer to change their writing attitudes. The third thing is to ad-
just their aesthetic direction and seek for the children’s literature’s cultural val—
ue and meanings. At the same time, if the theory and critic of the children’s lit—
erature, it should reconstruct from theory, methodology, ethics and subject.

At last, this paper thinks that it is inevitable for the children’s literature to
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meet with problems and challenges, and its culture functions has to change
basically. This paper points out that firstly it is possible for the children’s litera—
ture to create a ideal world and promote the growth of the children, secondly it
is possible to develop the children’s hearts, to help the children’ education, to
train the children’ consciousness of parent language, thirdly it is possible to
reserve a childhood for the adults which is a fine home for the adults’ spirits.
And meanwhile the children’s literature will be a political way for the adults to
resist the society which full of desire and lacking the rational.

Key words: Childhood; Representation; Children’s literature; Rebuild; the

Electronic Media
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