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Reading

I Pre-reading Activities

A. Listening and speaking: Freshman orientation

Listen to the recording. Then work with a partner and answer the following questions,
1) What are the problems the student has?
2) What is the professor’s answer to the first problem of the student?

3) What is the professor’s suggestion about the second problem of the student?

B. Brainstorming

Work in groups and give three to five more words and expressions about the following topics.

1) Going to college:

university, college,

2) Feelings:
happy, excited,

sad, lost,

C. Pre-reading questions

Work with a partner and answer the following questions.
1) Do you know how your parents felt when you left for college?

2) Did you attend any freshman orientation sessions? Have you found them very informative and
helpful?

3) What do you expect from your teachers while you are at college?

4) What are the top three things you hope to get out of your college education?

II Reading Comprehension

A. Reading for the main idea

Read the text aloud and summarize the main idea in one complete sentence.




Text
Freshman Orientation Day Address

Lawrence H. Summers

B If I may, welcome fellow members of the Class of 2005. Having just
returned to Harvard, I think of myself as a member of your class. I have been
here since July enjoying an indoor orientation program of my own, not precisely
the same as the orientation that you have enjoyed, but perhaps there have been
some similarities in the experience.

B TI'm sure we'll all get lost and confused more than once. And I'm equally sure

that we will all enjoy this new beginning together.

B Let me say a word about your class, a word about Harvard and what it
means, a word about the great things we can do together, and finally, a final thought for your
families.

B This class is truly a remarkable group of people. Every one of you has stood out, and every one
of you has great potential.

B Many of you must wonder—I know I did when I went away to college—what life would be like
in a world so different from your high school, and in a world and living situation so different from
that of your family home.

B 1 know that when I was called on to respond to my appointment as President of Harvard, I
found myself saying how exhilarated I was, but also, that I was a bit daunted to be here. And so
are we all, given Harvard’s history.

[ But to say that your classmates are impressive is not to say that anyone should ever be
intimidated. Everyone here belongs, and everyone will find their place.

B What about Harvard? There will be many things, many traditions,
that you will come to know. But you will come to understand what I
believe is most important about this place—that it is a center of new and
original thought and ideas. And it is ideas that are ultimately most
important in this world.

(left: Seal of Harvard University. Veritas, Harvard motto, means ‘truth.”)

8 Isaiah Berlin remarked that governments fall because of ideas
developed by a professor in the quiet of his study. At the beginning of this century, an American
could expect to live only to the age that I now am, about 47. Today, you all—students, anyway—
can expect to live until nearly the age of 80. And there’s really only one fundamental reason, new
ideas in the medical and biological sciences.

Bl We think about the conceptions we have of ourselves, conceptions we have of our family,
conceptions we have of relations between the sexes. They are the way they are today only because
of the development of new ideas, new conceptions, new theories, new imaginations.

BB This University is, above all, founded on a core conviction that ideas, their development, and
their transmission are what is ultimately most important.

BE Now, I've said that as President of Harvard, strengthening the undergraduate educational
experience here is one of the most important priorities that I face. How can you get the most out of

3



your time here?

B8 1read this summer about how the great jurist, Oliver Wendell Holmes said that he had been—
and these are his words—*“set on fire in his freshman year by reading the essays of Emerson.” If I
had but one wish for each of you, it is that in the years ahead you be set on fire, that your mind be
captured by some set of external questions, by some area of human understanding, that you develop
a passion for understanding, for progressing, that is so central to successful people everywhere.

B This University and its faculty have no more important goal than helping you in this quest.

How? It’s hard to say. Fires can’t be controlled. Passions can’t be predicted or planned. You are all
different.

BE Butl give this advice:

® First, follow your passion, not your calculation. What you will remember of your time
here will be the special experiences, the things that really catch your imagination. Choose
courses that cohere. Follow a program towards your objectives. But most importantly, do
what catches your imagination. If there is something you really want to do, some curiosity
that you want to pursue, make sure that you do it, and don’t let anything stand in your way.
® Second, the faculty is here for you. There is no more important responsibility for any of
us as members of the faculty than teaching and working with you, the students of Harvard
College ... I promise you that you will find faculty very willing to respond to your interests, to
your curiosity, and to your invitations. Do not feel that you are ever wasting anyone’s time
pursuing your curiosity or your interest. That is what we are all here for.
® The last thing I would say is (to) focus on ideas. This is an extraordinary, rich, and
diverse community. There are enormous opportunities of all kinds—extracurricular, athletic,
social. Those experiences will have a huge impact on many of you. But I hope that none of
you will lose sight of how special this time in your life is. It’s a time to learn. It’s a time to
expose yourself, as you likely will only do during this period in your lifetime, to ideas that are
completely different from what you have done, what you have seen, perhaps even from what
you will see.
B8 You can focus on ideas. Remember that faculty is here for you, and pursue our passion. You,
too, can be lighted on fire during your years here,
¥ Let me conclude with one final thought, if I may. | remember very well, like it was
yesterday, the day just about exactly 30 years ago today when I bid my own parents farewell after a
similar ceremony at MIT. I remember the look in my parents’ eyes that day, the pride in what I was
going to do, the sadness that I would not be at the family breakfast table the next day, the
excitement about their son’s future, the apprehension about their son’s future.
B8 This day does, in some ways, mark the end of one stage in the relationship between parent
and child. But it also represents the beginning of a different and equally fulfilling stage in a
relationship between child and parent. Students call often. Parents call back., If I may presume

myself, colleagues of the Class of 2005, good luck and Godspeed to us all.

Notes
1. About the author and the text
Lawrence H. Summers (1954- ) is the 27th president of Harvard University (2001-2006). He

was awarded the PhD from Harvard in 1982. An eminent scholar and admired public servant,
4



Mr. Summers is the former Nathaniel Ropes Professor of Political Economy at Harvard, and in
the past decade served in a series of senior public policy positions, most recently as Secretary of
the Treasury of the United States. His many publications include Understanding Unemployment
(1990) and Reform in Eastern Europe (1991, coauthored with others), as well as more than
100 articles in professional economics journals, The present text is abridged from his “Freshman
Orientation Day Address” delivered on September 2, 2001 for the Class of 2005.

Harvard University (para, 1) & Harvard College (para. 15)

Harvard University is a private university in Cambridge, Massachusetts, U.S., and a member of
the Ivy League. Founded in 1636, Harvard is the oldest institution of higher learning in the
U. S. It was named Harvard College on March 13, 1639, after a young clergyman named John
Harvard, who upon his death in 1638, left his library and half his estate to the new institution.
Harvard College is at present only one part of Harvard University, which includes 10 graduate
and professional schools, all of which offer programs for students who already hold bachelor’s
degrees and seek advanced training in their fields through master’s or doctoral programs.
Harvard College offers a four-year undergraduate, liberal arts program for students seeking their
first degree—a bachelor’s in arts or sciences.

IfImay, ... (para. 1)

‘May’ here is used in formal spoken English when making a polite remark or suggestion.

... welcome fellow members of the Class of 2005. (para, 1)

The capitalized ‘Class’ in this context is the Chinese equivalent of ‘J@,” meaning a group of

students who finished studying together in the same year.

- «..ina world and living situation so dif ferent from that of your family home. (para.5)

Note the use of ‘that of’ referring to ‘a world and living situation.” When used to refer to the
same thing, in order to avoid repetition and redundancy, ‘that of” is used to replace what is
mentioned before. For example:

% The color of the skirt matches that of her shoes.
Isaiah Berlin (para. 9)
Sir Isaiah Berlin (1909-1997) was a British philosopher, historian of ideas, political theorist,
educator and essayist. He is regarded as one of the leading liberal thinkers of the twentieth
century. He was knighted in 1957, and was awarded the Order of Merit in 1971. He was
President of the British Academy from 1974 to 1978.
... founded on a core conviction that ideas , their development , and their transmission are what is
ultimately most important. (para.11)
Note that the clause introduced by ‘zhat’ in this sentence is an appositive to ‘conviction.” The
appositive clause is used to explain the content of its antecedent. For example;

% The report that he is going to hold a concert is not true.

. Oliver Wendell Holmes (para, 13)

Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr.(1841-1935) graduated from Harvard College in 1861. As an American
Jurist, he served on the Supreme Court of the United States from 1902 to 1932. Noted for his
long service, his concise and strong opinions, and his deference to the decisions of elected
legislatures, he is one of the most widely cited United States Supreme Court justices in history,
and is one of the most influential American common-law judges. He helped President Franklin

D. Roosevelt select his own successor.



