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Introduction

Basic Written Chinese is one of “combinative Chinese”series of textbooks and based
on the theory of“combinative Chinese”. There are 900 Hanzi and 1450 zi-groups com-
bined by the 900 Hanzi, altogether 2350. Nearly all the common sentence patterns and
basic grammar points are included. Each lesson takes 2 to 3 hours to teach, and a total
of 130 hours is needed to complete the course. Teachers are free to teach at a proper
pace in the light of the real situation. Learners are expected to spend the same length of
time to prepare for the lesson and review what they have learned. Otherwise, the teach-
ing pace needs to be lowered down. Yet, one lesson should not spend more than 3 hours.

Basic Written Chinese helps to develop learners written Chinese ability through the
teaching of reading and writing. In addition to it, the availability of Basic Spoken Chi-
nese focusing on listening and speaking paves way for running the written Chinese and
oral Chinese courses parallelly. Each of them complement the other through which =z,
zi-groups, sentence patterns and grammar are appearing repeatedly for reinforcement
and complete mastery. Time required for teaching Basic Spoken Chinese is as the writ-
ten Chinese course. In case of sequence, it is better to be“Reading and Write—Listening
and Speaking” (ie one written Chinese lesson to be followed by one spoken Chinese) in
order to achieve greater efficiency.

Basic Written Chinese and Basic Spoken Chinese are most suitable for those Chinese
beginners including English speaking college students and adult learners with considera-
ble education. Having completed the two courses, they are expected to have mastered
elementary oral and written communicative abilities and attained excellence of the ele-
mentary level of the revised version of Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK Revised). They
would also have cleared the doubt that Chinese is “difficult to learn”. Thus they built
up the confidence in Chinese and laid down solid foundation in terms of language and
culture needed for further learning of Chinese.

Basic Written Chinese consists of 54 lessons in four volumes. Each of the first two
volumes has 15 lessons and the latter 12, with a review after every four lessons. In ad-

dition to the reviews, each lesson comprises three parts of “know before class, during
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the class and practice after class”. “Know before class” focuses on the knowledge of
Chinese language, including that of Hanzi, phonetics, grammar and communicative cul-
ture. It is mainly for learners to do previews and reviews, while teachers can give some
suggestions in teaching of zi, zi-groups and sentences. There is no need to explain in
detail. The section “explanation of the meanings of Hanzi or components” is to help
learners understand and memorize Hanzi. Instead of comprehensive and systematic
teachings, teachers can choose contents relevant to the new Hanzi appeared in the les-
son. Learners do not have to get to the bottom of the formation of each Hanzi and the
meaning of each component. “Practice after class” part is included in Workbook and
supplied to the students to complete after class who later pass to the teacher to check.
As for“during the class” part ,there are six sections comprising orderly strokes (Lesson
1—4) or components (Lesson 6—41), new zi, zi and zi-groups, sentence comprehen-
sion, texts and practice in accordance with the natural teaching order. Following this
sequence as well as the requirements and teaching methods of each part, teaching tasks
can be completed smoothly.

The teaching requirments and teaching methods of “during the class”part are as fol-
lows:

1. Hanzi strokes (Lesson 1—14). The first four lessons focus on Hanzi strokes. In
every lesson, strokes to be taught are listed and students are urged to learn to differen-
tiate these strokes. Exercises like “reading aloud and empty writing”, “blackboard fin-
ger writing”are designed to help learners memorize strokes names and grasp the ways to
write them. From lesson 6 to lesson 14, further stroke practice is continued along with
the writing of Hanzi. There are 26 strokes introduced in this book among which 6 are
basic strokes ( those that the pen moves in one direction) and 20 compound strokes
(those that the pen moves with one or more turns) (see Appendix: “Tables of the Hanzi
Strokes”). To master the 26 strokes means master all the Hanzi strokes. These 26
strokes are made up of 9 concepts, among which the dot, horizontal, vertical, left-fall-
ing, right-falling and rising are basic strokes, and the turn, hook and bending are com-
pound strokes. The 9 concepts are not only names of strokes shapes, but also the ways
of writing them. When finishing Volume 1, learners can completely master these
strokes and their writings as well.

2. Hanzi components (Lesson 6—41). From Lesson 6 on, part of commonly used
Hanzi components are listed. Through reading aloud and copying after the models on
the blackboard,etc, learners are able to recognize them, master their structural signifi-
cance and the ways to write them, as well as understand and memorize their meanings
(some are pure written symbols with no meaning) and their positions in different

5
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Hanzi. Learning Hanzi components well helps to understand the structures and mean-
ings of Hanzi, master the writings and speed up Hanzi memorizing. All of these lead to
automatically understanding of Hanzi meanings.

3. Zi and zi-groups. New zi and zi-groups formed by previous Hanzi are listed in
each lesson. Learners are asked to read them aloud and memorize their pronunciations
and meanings.

“Combinative Chinese” promotes teaching pronunciation directly through Hanzi in-
stead of pinyin(the Chinese phonetic transcription system). The pinyin provided within
the bracket is meant for teachersreference and learners are not asked to read and recog-
nize them. Pronunciaton mistakes always exist in the initial, final or tone. In case a zi
or zi-group is incorrectly read, teachers can keep to the pronunciation principle instead
of pinyin to correct it.

The part of speech given to each zi or zi-group in the bracket is meant for teachers

reference and learners are not required to master them. The English translations given
to the zi and zi-groups are just to help the learners to know the meanings of the zi and
zi-groups. Learners must be aware that the meanings and usages of Chinese are not al-
ways equal to their English counterparts. The exact meanings and usages of Hanzi and
zi-groups could be only known in sentences and contexts.

New zi shown in the box before the “zi and zi-groups” section allows teachers and
learners to see what new zi to learn at a glance. There is no need to deal with these new
words seperately because they will be dealt with during the “21 and zi-groups”section.

4. Sentence comprehension ( Lesson 6 —53). New sentence patterns explained in
two ways, that is, translating the zi and zi-groups one by one and translating the whole
sentence, so that learners can better understand the features of new sentence patterns
and how they are alike with and different from English. It is hoped that learners are a-
ble to know the meaning conveyed in centain structural form of Chinese sentences is e-
quivalent to that of English sentence structure and on the contrary, and how the mean-
ing expressed by English is to be conveyed in Chinese. This section is mainly for self
study. Teachers need not explain the meaning sentence by sentence. They only need to
remind learners to prepare before class and be ready to answer their questions.

5. Texts. Texts, mostly narrative, are introducing the general knowledge of Chi-
na, household living and relevant cultural implication of Chinese aiming at assisting
learners to have a better understanding of Chinese language and culture. What's more,
through reading aloud the texts and performing them out learners can understand and
memorize the new zi, zi-groups and sentences and at the same time go over the old

ones.

6
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6. Reading aloud sentence patterns. From Lesson 6 onwards, reading aloud sen-
tence patterns is designed to reinforce both the newly introduced and the old =i, zi-
groups and sentences. Thus learners can have a better understanding of Chinese syntax.

In class, learners are asked to read aloud both the texts and sentence patterns in or-
der to help with their understandings and the teacher to check if the students have un-
derstood. Therefore correctness and fluency are not strictly required as such exercises
are mostly completed in spoken Chinese lesson.

7. Reading aloud and finger writing (Lesson 1 —14). Reading aloud and finger
writing are exercises for “during the class”. Reading aloud means that learners follow
the teacher to read aloud Hanzi and finger writing to write Hanzi with their forefingers
in the air. It is aimed to help learners memorize the names of Hanzi strokes and master
the ways to write them. When loud reading and finger writing are synchronized, learn-
ers may feel relaxed and set in a kind of happy and easy-going ambience.

8. Other forms of exercises. There are many forms of exercises such as writing on
the blackboard, recitation and interpretation. Teacher is at his own discretion to adopt
whatever format of exercises he thinks suitable by the condition of his class.

9. Grammar system. This book follows the grammar system of “combinative Chi-
nese”. Morpheme is not used in this textbook and the single syllable “word” and mor-
phemes in other grammar books are called “z:”. “id]” in the textbook means zi-group,
excluding the single syllable“word”. Zi-groups consist of fixed and non-fixed combina-
tions of zi. Non-fixed zi-groups are also called phrases. The zi-groups(z: classes)fall in
into eight categories, namely, the nominal zi, the number-zi, the measure-zi, the ac-
tion-zi, the descriptive zi (equivalent to adjectives in other grammar books), the ad-
verb-zi(similar to the adverb in other grammar books), the conjunction-zi and the aux-
iliary zi. The preposition in other grammar books is part of the action-zi(and action zi-
group)in this book and the pronouns the nominal zi(and nominal zi-group). In this
textbook we try to use as less linguistic terms as possible. Most grammar items are pro-
cessed on the level of vocabulary and only few difficult ones have a specific but concise
explantaion with the foucus on the usage. In terms of the grammar mastery, priority
should be always given to the sense of language instead of explanation.

10. Basic teaching method. According to the theory of “combinative Chinese”, the
main teaching method in this textbook can be summarized as “combination and forma-
tion” with “zi” as the basic unit. By “combination and formation”, we mean this: zi is
formed by the combination of strokes and zi components,the zi-group is formed by the
combination of zi and the sentence is formed by zi and zi-groups respectively. The com-
binations of zi, zi-groups and sentences all follow the universal rule of “14+1=1" (two

7
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combined into one). Actually combination means the combination of meanings, that is
to say, the zi and zi-groups can be combined only when they are relevant in meanings.
Therefore the semantic structures of zi-groups and sentences should be emphasized in
the teaching. The semantic structures include the following: modification (4R Ji5 .
fandian, hotel; £L2%: hongchd, black tea; fR#f: hénhdo, very well), action-recipient
(FZHR : chifan, have a meal), predicate-complement(F I, : kanjian, see), coordination
(EX: xthuan, like), topic-comment (Hi5E: dizhén, earthquake), etc. The semantic
structure of a sentence is mainly the relation of the topic and the comment. The topic

indicates what/who is talked about and the comment is the description of the topic. As

for the semantic structure teaching, emphasis should be placed on examples to improve
learners’ understanding instead of theoretic explanation.
The author
2007—10
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_‘ﬂ_il?ﬂ'ilﬁ?ﬁ% Ways of formation of Hanzi
AN FREFHERGE A, FRARNHE”, 8. R, 8F. &

B EA. BRE. BE. —BAR, RARMUME TEFRIE, ERAR.

RAFHITE. REF . BEFNREFRERET:; BEEFHE/FMER
H, BRHRE, FAERE.

During the ancient times, Hanzi were classified into six categories ac-
cording to the ways of formation, which were known as “the six kinds of
scripts”, namely, pictographic Hanzi, indicative Hanzi, ideographic Han-
zi, pictographic-phonetic Hanzi, mutually explanatory Hanzi and phonetic
loaned Hanzi. It’s generally considered that the last two are just the usage of
Hanzi. The pictographic, indicative and ideographic Hanzi are ideographs,
while the pictographic-phonetic Hanzi is composed of a meaning component
and a sound component.

KIMNAEFAONT, KIS ERNFR K. R T 2 0 E
W, KWARIAET,

Most of the Hanzi currently in use have been inherited from traditional
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