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Learning Objectives
v'~ﬂvvmapicba

¢ New people and new places

€ Describing university life
¢ Introducing self and others
¢ Greeting strangers

¢ Listening for specific information
¢ Listening for facts and figures
¢ Listening for liaison

Self-reflection

I Additional background notes
A Freshman Year Guide to Different Student Academic Expectation
You’re probably a little nervous about freshman year, right? People keep telling

College Life

you your school work is going to be tough, but you don’t know exactly what that
means. So how is college different from high school?

Here’s the big difference: In college, you are responsible for your own education. In

high school, teachers made sure that you were on track. In collegé, you are on your
own. Here are some in which college is different than high school.
*  You need to manage your time. In high school, your teacher will tell you to read
pages 35-48 for class tomorrow and to start working on your paper. In college, the
professor hands you a syllabus. It tells you when readings need to be done and when
assignments are due. You need to take the syllabi from all of your classes and figure
out how to best divide up your time. '

The reading load is heavier and tougher. Expect many more pages and many more
big words. And don’t expect the professor to go over all the readings in class. The
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readings may overlap with the lecture, but not always, so you have to do the reading
and learn it on your own. And yes, it will be on the test.

Taking notes is more difficult. In high school, your teacher will probably give you
an outline of his or her lecture and tell you what points will be on the test. In college,
the professor often just talks. It’s your responsibility to write everything down and
know what is important. .

Your parents won’t be able to help much. By law (in the U.S.), professors cannot
discuss your school work with your parents. The school considers you an adult, and
sharing your personal information with other adults is illegal. Your parents may be
able to give you guidance about classes and your social life, and if you’re lucky, they’ll
help you out financially. For the most part, though, you’re on your own.

Help is available, but you have to seek it out. People will be happy to help you, but
you need to seek out their assistance. Don’t be afraid to ask for help from your pro-
fessors and TAs, and seek additional help from academic advisors, the campus study
skills center, and the writing lab.

You need to balance work and play. Your social life has to come second to your
school work, and your parents and teachers won’t be around to make sure that
happens.

You choose some of your classes. In high school, many or most of your classes
were chosen for you. In college, you get to make your plan of study. This can be
intimidating, but also rewarding.

Sound painful? At times, it will be, especially at first. First semester freshman
year is about learning how to be a college student. If you work diligently and hold
yourself up to high expectations, the work will seem easier with time.

II Teaching tips

1. Students will hear a conversation between a freshman and an upperclassman about college
life during Freshman Orientation. This exercise is designed for students to learn to listen
for specific information in the conversation.

2. Play the recording first and let students have some rough idea of the passage.

3. Play it again and this time students should concentrate on the questions they need for
putting in the left columns.

4. Students can compare the questions they have got with their partners.

5. Play it for the third time and this time students should concentrate on the answers. The
purpose of this exercise is to provide training for students to write out key words and
phrases while listening.

6. Students are asked to pay attention to the ways of greeting each other and introducing them-

selves in the conversation.
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III Script

S: Hey, I'm Sabrina. Nice to meet you.
T: Hi, I’m Tom. Marvelous to see you.
S: Tom, could you please tell me something about the college life here? What do you usually
do after class?
T: Sure. I usually go to the reading room or the library, where I can get a good review of all
the newspapers, magazines and journals.
: What other activities do you take part in?

-~ »

: There are always lectures and reports. Every Friday evening we can watch films or video
in our department.

: Ilike that. Will there be a movie on this weekend?

: Yes, of course. Jane Eyre will be shown.

: What about sports and extracurriculum activities?

- v o wm

: Oh, there are ball games and matches nearly every week. You can also join different kinds
of clubs organized by the Students’ Union.
: That’s interesting. Is there anything else?
T: Oh, yes. There’s always a dancing party on Saturday evenings. Are you interested in
dancing?
S: Yeah, I like it.

w2

IV Key to the exercises

4l A. You will hear a conversation between a freshman and an upper-
classman about college life during Freshman Orientation. Listen to the
conversation and write down the questions that Sabrina asks in the column
of Questions.

Questions Answers

What do you usually do after class? I usually go to the reading room or the library,

where I can get a good review of all the
newspapers, magazines and journals.

What other activities do you take
part in?

There are always lectures and reports. Every

Friday evening we can watch films or video in our
department.




Will there be a movie on this

weekend? :

Yes, of course. Jane Eyre will be shown.
What about sports and There are ball games and matches nearly every
extinenrticnlutn aetivities? week. You can also join different kinds of clubs

organized by the Students’ Union.

Oh, yes. There’s always a dancing party on
Saturday evenings.

Is there anything else?

<> Work in groups of four. Tell your partners how you feel as a freshman
who has just arrived at a college.

excited, nervous, (No fixed answers. And students can have their own choice of the
adjectives.)

'-“song

University of Oxford

I Additional background notes

The University of Oxford (informally Oxford University, or simply Oxford), located
in the city of Oxford, Oxfordshire, England, is the oldest university in the
English-speaking world. It is also regarded as one of the world’s leading academic
institutions. The name is sometimes abbreviated as Oxon. The university has 39
independent colleges, and 7 permanent private halls.

The university traces its roots back to at least the end of the 12th century,
although the exact date of foundation remains unclear. After a dispute between

students and townsfolk broke out in 1209, some of the academics at Oxford fled
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north-east to the town of Cambridge, where the University of Cambridge was
founded. The two universities have since had a long history of competition with each
other.

Administrative reforms during the 19th century included the replacement of oral
examinations with written entrance tests, greater tolerance for religious dissent, and
the establishment of four colleges for women. Women have been eligible to be full
members of the university and have been entitled to take degrees since 1920.
Although Oxford’s emphasis traditionally had been on classical knowledge, its
curriculum expanded in the course of the 19th century and now attaches equal
importance to scientific and medical studies.

The list of distinguished scholars at the University of Oxford is long and includes
many who have made major contributions to British politics, the sciences, medicine,
and literature. More than forty Nobel laureates and more than fifty world leaders have
been affiliated with the University of Oxford.

Undergraduate teaching is centred upon the tutorial, where 1-4 students spend
an hour with an academic discussing their week’s work, usually an essay (arts) or
problem sheet (sciences). Students usually have around two tutorials a week, and
can be taught by academics at any other college—not just their own—as expertise
and personnel requires. These tutorials are complemented by lectures, classes and
seminars, which are organised on a departmental basis. Graduate students
undertaking taught degrees are usually instructed through classes and seminars,
though naturally there is more focus upon individual research.

The collegiate system is at the heart of the University’s success, giving students
and academics the benefits of belonging to both a large, internationally renowned
institution and to a smaller, interdisciplinary, academic college community.

All Colleges invest heavily in facilities for extensive library and IT provision,
accommodation and welfare support, and sports and social events. The relatively
small number of students at each college allows for close and supportive personal
attention to be given to the induction, academic development and welfare of
individuals. Each college has its own Governing Body, comprising the Head of House
and a number of Fellows, most of whom also hold University posts. There are also
Permanent Private Halls, which were founded by various Christian denominations
and still retain their religious character. A Permanent Private Hall at the University of
Oxford is an educational institution within the university—not as a constituent college,
but able to present students for Oxford University degrees. “PPHs” are usually,
though not necessarily, small foundations of a religious character; thus many offer a
limited number of degrees, sometimes only to members of a specific religious order,
and generally in theology and related subjects. The maximum number of
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undergraduates allowed for each hall is set by the university. In some cases, a
Permanent Private Hall can be granted full collegiate status.

II Teaching tips

1. Students will hear a brief introduction to the University of Oxford. This exercise is designed
for students to learn to listen for facts and figures in the conversation.

2. Before listening the students can work in pairs or groups to discuss the questions in mind-
mapping acitivities about Oxford.

3. During the first time listening, students check whether their guessings are right and get
the answers to Exercise A.

4. Students compare their answers in pairs.

5. Play it again and this time students should concentrate on the true or false questions in Exercise
B and check their answers to Exercise A. And then students can compare the questions
they have got with their partner.

6. Play it for the third time and this time students are required to fill in the blanks in Exercise C
and check their answers to Exercise B.

7. Students are asked to pay attention to the language used to introduce a university generally
and to make a brief introduction in the model of the Oxford to their own university.

IIT Script

Oxford is situated in the city of Oxford, in Southeast of England. It is about 60 miles
north-west of London. It is not only one of the most famous universities in the world but also
the oldest university in the English-speaking world.

Oxford’s remarkable global appeal continues to grow. More than 130 nationalities are
represented among a student population of over 18,000. Almost a quarter comes from outside
the United Kingdom. It has been teaching students for more than nine hundred years. But it is
not just longevity and global reach that mark Oxford out and give the University its special
character. There is also its distinctive college and tutorial system which underpins a culture of
close academic supervision and careful personal support for its outstanding students.

53 percent of undergraduates are studying for degrees in the humanities and social sci-
ences, and 43 percent in medical, mathematical, physical and life sciences. The rest are study-
ing for undergraduate level diplomas and certificates offered by the Department for Continu-
ing Education.

It is made up of 39 colleges and seven permanent private halls, including three colleges
for women only. Each college has its own history, income, regulations and type of organiza-
tion. The university is a federation of the colleges.

Now, the university is an independent self-governing corporation. It has its own police

and its own courts. Its main function is to give lectures, examinations and degrees.
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