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Brief Introduction of the Author

Mr. Liang Huixiang, a celebrated photographer in China, was born in Huizhou, Guangdong
Province, in April 1930, and for a long time engaged in the work of journalism, publishing and
photographing. He served as chairman of the Association of Photographers of Guangdong
Province and dean of the Guangdong Branch School under the China Photographic Correspondence
Institute.

Moreover, Liang is now a permanent member of the council of the Association of Photogra-
phers of China, honorary chairman of the Association of Photographers of Guangdong Province
and a member of the council of Guangdong International Center for External Cultural Exchange.
He is also an honorary member of the National Union of Photographers of Italy and an erudite
honorary member of the Association of Photographers of Sabah in Malaysia. In addition, he has
also been invited to be an erudite honorary member of Hong Kong International Society of Vision-
ary Images and a senior honorary member of the Society of Photography in Macao.

His works have also been displayed at exhibitions held in Italy, Japan, Thailand, Singapore,
Malaysia and Australia and in Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan of China, with some of the works
winning prizes.

Liang was a member or chairman of various appraisal committees for exhibitions and contests
of photographic works held across China over years in the past. In 1994, a collection of articles
on photography by Liang Huixiang was published.

Liang was enthusiastic in promoting the exchange of photographic art between Taiwan,
Hong Kong and Macao and the mainland of China and between China and Southeast Asian coun-
tries. In June 1988, when the 30th anniversary of the founding of the Guangdong Branch of the
Association of photographers of China fell, an international photographing activity, the first of its
kind in Guangdong, was held under the leadership of Liang Huixiang. And also under his leader
ship, the First Guangdong International Photographic Art Festival was held in December 1993.
Through these activities, Liang made his contribution to the effective promotion of the exchange
of photographic art between China and other countries in the world.

Under the leadership of Liang Huixiang, the Guangdong Association of Photographers made
remarkable achievements in establishing and running enterprises to support the development of
photographic art. In 1988, Liang was awarded the titles of advanced worker of Guangdong
Province. In 1989, the Association of Photographers of China set up a prize for outstanding orga-
nizers of photographic activities, called ” Pioneer Cup”. Liang won the cup for the year and was
praised as a model in reform and opening—up and in pioneering and creation among photographic
workers in China. In 1992, he was selected by the State Council to be a specialist receiving spe-
cial allowances from the government, for his outstanding contribution to the promotion of the de-
velopment of culture and art in China.

After retirement, Liang took an enthusiastic part in various photographic activities, such as
participating in photographic exhibitions and contests, publishing photographic works and con-
ducting academic exchanges in photographic art. In 1995, the ” Selected Photographic Works of
Liang Huixiang” was published. And an exhibition of black-and-white photographic works of
Liang Huixiang and that of photographic works taken with reversal films by Liang were held re-
spectively in 1996 and 1997.

National publications such as China Photography and Mass Photography, as well asprovin-
cial and municipal mass media in Guangdong reported the deeds of Liang Huixiang in Sabah of
Malaysia and in New York of the United States, also covered Liang’s deeds and his photographic

works.
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A lifestyle of nostalgia has been emerging quiet-
ly while people are indulging in talking about such
topics as " information highway” and ” netting with a
computer”, with the approaching of the new centu-
ry. Black — and — white photos of artistic values,
black —and — white dresses and personal adornments
with a nostalgic appeal, and house decoration and
commodity design with black and white as the main
colors, have all become symbols of tastefulness and
nobleness for urban life. When those upstarts in Chi-
na are now trying to get an edge over each other in
buying new houses and new cars, people of dignity in
Britain are searching for houses of the oldest style,
and are contesting to get a ticket for a Shakespearean
drama or classic ballet performance.

With a history of almost 160 years since the first
camera was invented, photography has now devel-
oped to a stage of computerized synthesizing of im-
ages with the emergence of digital cameras. Never-

theless, black—and —white photography with an old
—fashioned camera with a mechanic shutter still con-
stitutes the core of now sophisticated photography.
It is through inheritance and innovation that photog-
raphy can sustain a healthy development.

Black-and-white photography in China, with
photographing of natural scenery in particular, has
doubtlessly been influenced by the traditional aes-
thetic views of the Chinese people. Black-and-white
photography presents natural scenery of all colors
with the three primary colors such as black, white
and gray, resembling the way of presentation embod-
ied in ink and wash landscape painting, a favorite for
scholars and officials in ancient China. A Black-and-
white photo excels in that it renders a sharp presen-
tation of the subject and gives viewers a feel of eter-
nal quietness, mystery and light sorrow. As the say-
ing goes, the sounds of nature could only be heard
with the fading of confused noise.



Mr. Liang Huixiang, with an ardent love for
painting in his earlier years and profound accomplish-
ment in classic Chinese poetry, was dedicated wholly
to photography after he became chairman of Associa-
tion of Photographers of Guangdong Province while
middle-aged (and now he is honorary chairman of the
association). With accomplishment in painting and
classic Chinese poetry, Liang often added to his pho-
tos a poetic quality and a conception of painting, con-
sciously or unconsciously, by taking in all the charm
of the seasonal changes through his lens and entitling
each of his photos with a seven — character poetic
sentence. Thus, his photographic works emit a fla-
vor of gentleness and elegance short of the showiness
and luxuriousness of urban life. And it is why the
photographic works of Mr. Liang are full of artistic
charm and give viewers much food for thought. In
One word, a piece of photographic work could enter-
tain viewers with an artistic treat so long as it em-

braces a poetic quality.

Now, the People’s Fine Arts Publishing House
has decided to publish an album of photographic
works by veteran photographer Liang Huixiang,
whose photographic art and skill have reached a high
level. Mr. Liang, in his photographic creation, was
not confined to the artistic level of breaking through
tradition and bringing forth new ideas in a simple
way, but combined his own ideas with developed tra-
ditional ways and skills and kept expressing his val-
ues, aspirations and interest in various photographic
languages. And it is expected that this album will
surely appeal to readers.

Writer
May 1999.
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Old Tree Sprouting in Late Spring

An old flower tree of slightly over one meter in height, which
grows in a round flower bed built with bricks in the courtyard, is
sprouting in April of late Spring, thriving with vitality, signifying /

an old man who still cherishes high aspirations. The photo was
taken with an unwashed white wall as the background to make

sharper the subject whose branches and twigs appeared light /
dark. In view of quite a few gray-dark spots on the right side of
the original wall, the lens rays were slightly obstructed when the J
picture was enlarged, to bring out a more clean background and ‘
make the photo look like an ink and wash painting drawn in bold,
vigorous strokes.
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Trees Standing Unbowed to Strong Wind

This photo was taken to extol the traditional Chinese Cul-
ture, which has been standing upright in the forests of cultures
of the world without bowing to the impact brought by Western
cultures. When the photographer was taking pictures on a moun-
tain peak in the northern part of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region, a gust of strong wind swept through from the west,
blowing the trees in front of him to bend. The trees, however,
resumed their normal upright postures, as soon as the wind
slightly reduced its momentum, and appeared greener with with-
ered and yellow leaves blown off their twigs. This gave the pho-
tographer a conception of ” being unbowed to west wind”. As the
wind was still blowing, a white cloud was drifting near, just to
set off by contrast the image of the trees standing upright with-
out bending under a strong wind. And immediately, the photog-
rapher pushed down the button of the shutter.

10
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Trees Standing Unbowed to Strong Wind 1995 Xinjiang
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Fantastic Postures of Pine Trees Set off by Summer
Mist

A scene of clouds and mist surging and curling up in moun-
tains could be seen after rain in Huangshan Mountain in May,
offering one of the best natural landscapes of Huangshan for
photographic enthusiasts to take pictures. This photographer,
together with other fellow photographers from Shenzhen and
Hong Kong, came to Huangshan for picture taking in May 1983,
when it was raining all day long. After two days of observance,
this photographer found that it would be clear during the short
intervals between spatters of rains at some places. Thus, this
photographer, together with others, climbed the mountain a-
gainst rain to wait for such an occasion. This photo, among
many others, was taken just under such circumstances.

12
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Fantastic Postures of Pine Trees Set Off by Summer Mist 1983 Huangshan
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