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FOREWORD

Confucius (551-479 B.C.) was the great thinker,educator and founder of
the confucian School of Thought in ancient China. He is now regarded as
one of the world's ten great cultural figures in history. This school of
thought constitutes the foundation of traditional Chinese culture and
has had profound influence on every field of Chinese society during the
past 2500 years, as well as furthering the development of world ideology
and culture.

"The Analects of Confucius" was a book recorded and put it in order by
his disciples and it was first compiled during the early years of the Warring
States(475-221B.C.). Ban Gu, an historian of the Han Dynasty, once said,

“The Analects of Confucius is a book in which Confucius answered
questions from his disciples and the people of his time. It is a recorded
work of his conversations with his disciples.”" "The Analects of Confucius”
is a classical work in our country and it must be read for the people who
want to study the Chinese histories of ideology,culture,education and
literature.

The Analects of Confucius has been honored by the ancients as a treasured
classic in managing the family, governing the state and keeping the world
in harmony. It is an authoritative work which most faithfully reflects and
represents Confucius, his thought and the orthodox Confucianism founded
by him. Furthermore, it is the most reliable and excellent background
material for people to learn, understand and study Confucius and
Confucianism. Deeply loved and respected by people of insight at home
and abroad, it was introduced into Korea and Vietnam as early as the Qin
and Han dynasties. Since the 16th century, it has also spread to the West
and been published in many countries and languages. The Analects of
Confucius can be called a precious treasure of world culture, its
splendors enduring to the present day. “The Analects of Confucius” reflects
the essence of social life, and its famous philosophical maxims had been
disseminating for thousands of years up to now. The maxims had made a
significant impact to the ethical behavior and psychological qualities of
humanity. The maxims of the Analects of Confucius,forever, are and will be
the criterions and mottos of our lives.
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To learn and at duetimes toreview what one has
learned, isn't that a pleasure? To have friends come
to you from afar, isn't that delightful ? To feel no
discontent when others do not know you, isn't that
whatis expected of a gentleman?
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[555%) In carrying out the rites, itis harmony that is
prized.
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[ 5% ] If you guided the people by regulations and keep
order among them by punishment, they may avoid
doing what iswrong, but they will also lose self-
respect. If you guide them by moral force and keep
order among them by rites, they will keep their self
- respect, and come to you of their own accord.
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[:3% ] Atfifteen|set myheartupon learning. At Thirty |
was firmly established. At forty | had no more
doubts. At fifty | knew the rules of things in the
universe. At sixty | could judge correctly whatever
| had heard. At seventy| could follow my Hearts
desire without violating the regulations.
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