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Text LI

It's a rough world out there. Step outside and you could break a leg slipping on your door-
mat. Light up the stove and you could burn down the house. Luckily, if the doormat or stove
failed to warn of coming disaster, a successful lawsuit might compensate you for your troubles. Or
so the thinking has gone since the early 1980s, when juries began holding more companies liable
for their customers’ misfortunes.

Feeling threatened, companies responded by writing ever-longer warning labels, trying to an-
ticipate every possible accident. Today, stepladders carry labels several inches long that wam,
among other things, that you might—surprise! —fall off. The label on a child’s Batman cape
cautions that the toy “does not enable user to fly. ”

While warnings are often appropriate and necessary—the dangers of drug interactions, for
example—and many are required by state or federal regulations, it isn’t clear that they actually
protect the manufacturers and sellers from liability if a customer is injured. About 50 percent of
the companies lose when injured customers take them to court.

Now the tide appears to be turning. As personal injury claims continue as before, some
courts are beginning to side with defendants, especially in cases where a warning label probably
wouldn’t have changed anything. In May, Julie Nimmons, president of Schutt Sports in Illinois,
successfully fought a lawsuit involving a football player who was paralyzed in a game while wearing
a Schutt helmet. “We're really sorry he has become paralyzed, but helmets aren’t designed to
prevent those kinds of injuries,” says Nimmons. The jury agreed that the nature of the game, not
the helmet, was the reason for the athlete’s injury. At the same time, the American Law Institu-
te—a group of judges, lawyers, and academics whose recommendations carry substantial weight—
issued new guidelines for tort law stating that companies need not warn customers of obvious dan-
gers or bombard them with a lengthy list of possible ones. “Important information can get buried
in a sea of trivialities,” says a law professor at Cornell Law School who helped draft the new
guidelines. If the moderate end of the legal community has its way, the information on products
might actually be provided for the benefit of customers and not as protection against legal liability.

1. What were things like in 1980s when accidents happened?

[ A] Customers might be relieved of their disasters through lawsuits.

[ B] Injured customers could expect protection from the legal system.

[ C] Companies would avoid being sued by providing new warnings.

[D] Juries tended to find fault with the compensations companies promised.
2. Manufacturers as mentioned in the passage tend to

[ A] satisfy customers by writing long warnings on products

[ B] become honest in deseribing the inadequacies of their products

[ C] make the best use of labels to avoid legal liability

[ D] feel obliged to view customers’ safety as their first concern

— 1 —
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3. The case of Schutt helmet demonstrated that

[A]
[B]
[ C] product labels would eventually be discarded
[D]
4. The author’s attitude towards the issue seems to be .
[ A] biased [ B] indifferent [ C] puzzling [D] objective

BEER

B AR, 3SR
I, [ B —R R SRR
AL : law

VEBEASE: O

LR

rough [raf] a. D RMERY FERHEUZZH O BELW,RELW,ER O BREM,
FERE Y

out there 7E4MH

step outside £ H4] 13

slip [ slip] ». (slipped;slipping) O 1B, 8% 817 @ BE,HHEHE O K4
i @ T, TR, ZFE o QHR.Z% © TH, Tk

[EX] slide

[ E#R] slipper [ 'slipa] n. fE&E, Hi%E

slippery [ 'slipori] a. ¥B#, HFEAT, IAER

doormat [ 'doxmeet ] n. [JOBBEH, [ TOREE

light up A, fE5=

stove [ stouv] n. 47

burn down 5%

warn of B4 Hi

disaster [ di'za:sta] n. QKM KK, KAZE @ #EMEK

[ B8] misfortune , tragedy

[ E#R] disastrous [ di'zastras] . D KM, RAEHK ©Q RER

lawsuit [ 'lorsust, 'loisjust] n JFIA(HIBIERIERME)

compensate for X« F{7ELE

jury ['dguari] n. CGEEH 12 AAMH) R H

hold. .. liable for jA- -+ R Xf------ 47 F4F

misfortune [ mis'fortfon] n. O AFHE, M, Kin @ R3%E,155K,)EE

[ EX ] fortune

label [ leibl] n. #3%, 480,455 v (-bel(l)ed;-bel(1)ing) © MtrEF @ &
...... FRA (as) 3l 32K

[ B3] name,title,tag

anticipate [ @n'tisipeit] ». @ i, FR @ BFHIAME O kEk#HA @ HEL
FIBHWE (R BEKR AHEE)

[BX] expect,foresee

some injury claims were no longer supported by law

helmets were not designed to prevent injuries

some sports games might lose popularity with athletes
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[ B)#R] anticipation [ ,@ntisi'peifon] n. @ i, #iE @ 5%

anticipative [ &n'tisipeitiv] a. @ WHIH, THEHIEN @ LExFH AW

stepladder [ 'stepleeda(r) ] n. 586, %

among other things & T I8 LS, He, 135

falloff()J\ ...... )fﬁ_F,())}\ ...... )E}(@

caution [ 'ko:fon] v. L 3fj-eeene A ne @ /NG BE QBB SR

interaction [ \intor'®kfon] n. MEAVEH , HEEW

[ %R ] interact [ intor'ekt | o. HABVERT, BEAHEZNH

federal [ 'fedorsl] a. O BRFEIFH Q@ BAH, BN

regulation [regju'leifon] n. OFIE,HIN], ZH @ B, EH 73

[ EI4R] regulate [ 'regjuleit] v. O &2, #H,% BT @ KoME, @

liability [ lais'biliti] n. O FE @ M (to) @ (liabilities) R, %

[E#R] liable [ 'laisbl] a. @ &----- O I ey @ F-- fER®, o] B
BFeeenns ORI NE =95 LiR: P& 2:0

take sb. to court ¥t A 32 HEF

tide [taid] n. @ W, &E,HBE O 8, 8Y, @K

claim [ kleim] n. @ BR ,AGL KRB @ BH, AN O FHKR, T » @ (4L
U AR REER, AT, R Q@ AHFAE.BE @ k.=

[ X ] demand,require

[ X ] disclaim, surrender

[iR4] lay claim to @D ¥f------ REFENER @ AUN

side with S+, ¥ 7E-----f—1

defendant | di'fendont ] n. ¥

[ X ] plaintiff

fight a lawsuit 7 &)

paralyze [ 'perolaiz] v. D R, MFRE @ @k /ER

[ B3] disable,deaden

helmet [ 'helmit ] n. 2%, 49075 1§25, B 3P0E

design [di'zain] ». @ ®it, WE 4T HEE © HR,EH » O B, EL
@ &it, A

carry weight A&, G ¥

substantial [ sob'stznfol] o. @ AWK, KEHW Q@ WERIH,BELSEHN O
W), HLH

(E#R] substantially [ sob'stenf(a)li] ad. EIFHE,SZHRHE, 75434

guideline n. [ #1E ~ s #5854t , 3 R, W, A5

[ AR ] guide [gaid] v. @ £+ T, h T QHEE.EE-- Bf1sh  n
©mF,ERE O 2K O FW,.4H

guidance [ 'gaidons ] n. #§5,% i

tort law (24T Mk

bombard [ 'bomba:d] v. @ fAy----- ELRMIAE, A, R © AT, EiE

lengthy ['len6i] a. &9, B, TTE S Wiy, BREY

[FiR] length [lend] n. @ K(XPIFE.95) , KB @ —EmtE G —B,—%
@ K (5EHEx)

lengthen [ 'lenBon] v. FEK, (f#) TR

—_ 3 —
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triviality [ trivi'eliti] n. @ B, KBRS @ DIEE, ML, kH
[ E#R] trivial ['triviol] a. BAFERY, NEZEK, TMER
draft [dra:ft] v @ &B¥,FH#H © Bk, EIK, HE O EHEMEH--- AR n
@ Phik, IR, kR @ HE, B
moderate [ 'modorit] a. @ BFIAY,FREN Q@ FWHH,EEN O HHH, —K
B oo ERA, B, TH
"[EX] mild, modest
[ R X ] radical , extreme
have one’s way H F175, 8.0 FATEK
for the benefit of 7 - HIF| 2%
RILRCERE
relieve sh. of sth. #R¥E AFE
compensation [ kompen'seifon] n. M, Bz
[ E#] compensate [ 'kompanseit ] v. *MZ, I
feel obliged to #1584 X 5
first concern B & X.0
discard [ dis'ka:d] ». EF ,#F
[ B X ] abandon,desert,reject
[ 3] adopt
lose popularity with & Z5-- - R=R
athlete [ '20lirt] n. ZA,AER, [ KIHEZEIA
indifferent [ in'diforant] a. O REXMEBH, BHRK @ AEEHN O HEH
[ B M ] unconcerned,disinterested , detached , unimportant
[ R X ] interested, concerned
[[E48] indifference [in'difrons] n. @O RNENER, BE Q@ AEE

YEOIfED

1. Step outside and you could break a leg slipping on your doormat. Light up the stove and you
could burn down the house.

O ZE RN E AR, LLBE R,

@ “step outside” )5 A B1514 , AT &4 & “if you step outside and you could. .. ” , M4 F— &4
RiBMA], A and FRGER, BOF B BT LA, RL” , 40

Go straight on and you'll see a church, —BE T EHRET LB —EH 5,

(3@ you could break a leg slipping on your doormat.

= you could break a leg (when you are slipping on your doormat).

@ light up A" S8 B ;burn down B “HRER7,

2. While <warnings are often appropriate and necessary—the dangers of drug interactions, for ex-
ample—and many are required by state or federal regulations > , it isn't clear that <they actually pro-
tect the manufacturers and sellers from liability if a customer is injured > .

© X BAEMNE G5, while ARTE AR 8] B ELIE EER, A E LK,

(While... and...), it isn't clear that (they protect.../f...).

@ BELEHFERIT . While (warnings are often. .. ) ,—the dangers. .. for example—. . .

and ( many are required by. .. ),

it isn’t clear that. . .

they actually protect. .. from liability (if a customer is injured).

@ While 5| Fit H4kE MW A), EFIHFI43H“and” H$E,

— 4 N
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B2 5 260 7% wamning, many (warnings) are required by;
it B R E1E, HIE K EE R “that they actually protect. . from liability. . . 7,
@ drug interactions &% “ Z54AH E4E " ;s protect. . . from/against & h“ Ptk .- B g

BT ARG EARZ"
3. In May, Julle Nimmons, < president of Schutt Sports in llinois > , successfully fought a law-

suit <involving a football player who was paralyzed in a game while wearing a Schutt helmet > .

O XMITEHRERRERR . BEREWHENT .

. a lawsuit involving a football player. . .

who was paralyzed in a game. ..

while (he is) wearing a Schutt helmet.

@ 4yimEEfy involving. . . B4 17 a lawsuit, 4 )AH) % ;. a lawsuit which involves. . .

Hey while. . . 5]5:8t ERIE AT :

(3) successfully fight a lawsuit ZR“F TR T—HBEA".

@ FEHT . REAPERXETES a lawsuit RERME , BRI, HIFE

BB KA, AR el H L1 ) R IB AT SOB B LS KRBT AR . B T, RATE R R st , W i
FEREBBES ABHALERH.

4. At the same time,the American Law Inslitute— < a group of judges, lawyers, and academics
whose recommendations carry substantial weight > —issued new guidelines for fort law < stating that
companies need not warn customers of obvious dangers or bombard them with a iengthy list of possible
ones > .

O AmETRER, BEELETENEELS, Hh BEHMTS MK ASBBRUHN, A5R,

Q@ EEMMEHEMIT .

. new guidelines for tort law stating that. . .

( companies need not warn. .. of... or bombard. .. with...)

B B4 4rid“ stating that companies. .. ” E24 guidelines [ EE , it K “I8 4" A E. FIMNA
u]Zr & guidelines ( which state that. .. )

@ carry weight &k “EE , 58", carry substantial weight &4 & # bR RS mE” ;

bombard JEE R M, R4E” IR BUE AR, GEBRIBRIM) BA”, 0.

bombard sb. with questions & TR 1Y ( 32 ) 38 1B o} &

5. Now the tide appears to be turning.

WS 6 MERIFHTD,

6. Important information can get buried in a sea of trivialities.

O EEmwma R AR B ESEN, BRI, iR ORI EAT, TREME TR B EM.

@ “tide... tum” ¥ A TR REBUESELL, 0.

The tide tumns ( against/for)... JE#EDZ(RF/AH) , BEANR

turn the tide A, BUEREHFSIHET

tide over: to support through a difficult period 4+ Bt —ER R ERT e, fm .

tide over a difficulty J#if#Ex

@ a sea of LuMEEE, B R — KK, KEM” , 10 a sea of troubles HXEFEH

a sea of flowers and happy faces ( S| abEF R &L ISR ) WSk W e

@ bury (oneself) in #kF,%.0F;iBE T (£ A1) ;get buried in. .. PR, 10:

bury their quarrel and shake hands ZW §VbFEEBEF FH

SRR

1 BB XEE(HO0.34, X5 /% 0.176, AHUERE—f, KO EEE. FHER: B

“TERL” RATIGHAM P RE RSN, EEANEEEXNXERIEEHERER, RET+
A Z R A b (RO TERL s g —— R, IR Y R B E E M R RR m B W 5, 2 &
HRF LRI EAT .

RN B SR AESREEE AR ERAEBUKETENACE (BERS), "MW TE-BRAW
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