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Preface

Learning is a journey. As a handbook, Australian Studies is designed to
incorporate Chinese undergraduates as learning explorers and initiators in the
area of Australian issues. The uniqueness of this handbook, which
distinguishes it from other text books about Australia or other resource books
or online materials, lies in the excitement that students would experience in
following the activities in class through engaging in interaction with their
teacher and peers and through conducting afier-class research. The ultimate
goal of this book is to equip students with learning strategies and develop
learner autonomy, which will enable them to embark on their own ‘adventure’
about Australia when the course is over.

A key feature of the book is to introduce the themes of Australia with
“Fun in Class”, “Google for Research” and “Video for Research”. “Google for
Research” takes the form of pair work, whereas “Video for Research” can be
accomplished through group work, if desired.

The book is organized into learning modules that are designed to generate
student interest in the subject and also to give real choices to teachers and
students as to the content of their learning. These modules are not necessarily
arranged in the order of importance. Rather, they are the means to the end.
Teachers and students are encouraged to form their own order and to enrich
the modules through student needs and curiosity.

Firstly, each module begins with a “Think-Pair-Share” activity. This
activity enables students to warm up their encyclopaedia (pre-existing)
knowledge. It is also designed for students to speak with one another and to
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voice their opinions to one another. Rapport is hopefully built up in the whole
class to relax students, so that students are not inhibited in thinking and in
expressing their views.

Secondly, each module focuses on one theme, which includes a number of
topics for students to expand their knowledge about Australia. All the topics
are introduced to students through questions to pique their interest.

Thirdly, each module has a “Springboard for Further Research”
component that allows students to express their opinions about what they have
learned. A sequence of questions, ‘What?’ — ‘So What?’ —Now What?’ , are
designed to motivate students to reflect on what they have learned and to
evaluate what they have learned, so that they can develop the skill of critical
thinking. The “‘Now What?’ questions are designed to drive students to explore
more on the related issues.

Finally, the portfolio concept allows teachers to use a new form of
evaluation. Portfolios, which are collections of students” work over time, are
often used for evaluation of a student’s abilities and improvement. In recent
years, process-evaluation has gained educators’ attention, since it is based on
not only the students’ learning product, but also their learning process. That is,
the student’s effort in improving themselves is evaluated while their learning
is being assessed.

For the portfolio, students select the main content for their individual
project from the complete listing of modules. All students will incorporate
module 1 into their portfolios but the second part of the portfolio is at the
discretion of the student. It is anticipated that students with different majors
and different interests might want to incorporate different modules to reflect
their learning autonomy.



#Handpook. of Australian Studies

The first thing students should do for their portfolios is to make an
overview of the text to get an idea of what they want their portfolios focus to
be and then decide the direction they think will be most beneficial to
them. The portfolio also incorporates self-evaluation as well as peer
evaluation processes. Students are expected to do research, select the
information they want to include, and finally, make a presentation to their
small group and/or to the entire class.

The book is hoped to elevate learning to the stage of meaningful inquiry,
teaching research skills, presentation skills as well as generate content
knowledge in an area of student interest.

The modules covered in the handbook are the result of interest identified
by the students who attended the course in the past three years.

All in all, through interaction and personal research, students are expected
to develop useful skills for gaining access to resources such as libraries and the

internet for solving problems encountered in their study and in their real life.
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Expectations for students

This handbook is designed for students to take charge of their own learning
through a research component. Students in this research-oriented course take
roles differently from what they are assigned in other classes. They are
expected to take initiative in thinking, questioning, sharing, negotiating,
interacting and even debating with other students and their teachers. As a
result they are expected to grow a sense of achievement and to experience the
fun of learning, and the joy of doing research through using libraries and
surfing internet. They are also expected to monitor their own learning process
and evaluate the process of their peers. In particular, they are expected to

1) activate their world knowledge in class and share their knowledge with
other students and their teachers;

2) learn more about issues in Australia, by interacting with the themes and
topics included in the book;

3) use the internet for searching more information about the relevant topic
after class;

4) reflect on what they have learned and searched to form opinions of their
own, and

5) record their learning process by presenting the materials that can show
their research effort, including PowerPoint, audio files, word documents,
and database resources.

Ultimately the course expects students to develop a multi-media presentation
focusing on “Facts about Australia” as well as one additional aspect of
Australia as selected from the list of course modules.
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Students are also expected to develop an understanding of the learning process
to become autonomous learners. The ideal learners for the course should be

reflective, collaborative, contributive and interactive.
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Module 1: Fast Facts about Australia

Task One: Think-Pair-Share

1. What comes to your mind when the word ‘Australia’ is mentioned?
Why?

2. Visualise the globe. How do you think Australia got the nickname of
‘Down Under’?

3. What do you know of Sydney Olympics in 2000? Look at the
pictures below and guess who Nikki Webster is.

Nikki Webster (born 30 April,1987) is an Australian pop performer. In 2000,
she became a household name in Australia following her performance as
“Hero Girl” at the opening ceremony of the 2000 Sydnéy Olympics. Her song
“We’ll Be One” was released as a single in Australia in 2000 and went gold.
As the young star of the Olympic Torchlighting ceremony, she was invited to
come to Beijing on April 14, 2001 to participate in a series of activities in
support of the bid for the 2008 Beijing Olympics.

* Adapted from:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikki Webster
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/english/200104/12/eng20010412_67560.html
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Task Two: Interacting with the Theme

% Topic1 What and where is Australia?
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Australia’s official name is the Commonwealth of Australia. It consists of six
States and two Territories. Most inland borders follow lines of longitude and
latitude. The largest State, Western Australia, is about the same size as
Western Europe. In land area, Australia is the sixth largest nation after Russia,
Canada, China, the United States of America and Brazil. It has, however, a
relatively small population. Since Australia is located south of the equator and
when looking at a world globe in its normal orientation, Australia looks like it
is underneath the rest of the world—thus the nickname, Down Under.

It is bounded by the Indian Ocean and the South Pacific Ocean. Australia
is the only nation to govern an entire continent and its outlying islands. The
mainland is the largest island and the smallest, flattest continent on Earth. It
lies between 10° and 39° South latitude. Australia doesn’t get much rain and it
is the driest inhabited continent on earth.
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