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Preface

Locality philately is a category of stamp collecting rising in the early 1980s in
China, and it is deeply loved by collectors for its knowledge and interesting. On
every occasion of new issues, the local government of new issue locality will
hold grand first day ceremony, and the post office will produce locality philatelic
items of all kinds. The locality item hobbists will never miss such a chance, and
they will rush happily to write, fix stamps on, and cancel the covers. Now, the
locality philatelic activity has become a colorful scene of the Chinese philatelic
circles.

The concept of locality cover was put forward in 1984, before which there had
been philatelic items meeting with the definition. If it is said that most locality
covers after 1980s are produced assiduously, while most those before revealed
more natural natures, and these naturally posted locality covers need to be
found and sorted out by collectors.

After a hard work on digging up and collecting these items in the past 20 years,
He Xin has built a collection of locality items that began to take shape, the result
of which is his monograph titled China Locality Cover Handbook lllustrated
(1894-1966).

The contents of the handbook fall into two parts. The first part of reproduced
locality covers contains four sections of the Qing Dynasty, Republic of China
(1912-1949), liberated areas, and New China, spanning more than 70 years.
All the locality covers illustrated in the book are excellent items collected and
selected carefully by the author.

Though the handbook includes only two issues of the Qing Dynasty as the
locality material, all locality covers chosen have their own features. Empress
Dowager Cixi's birthday commemorative stamps were China’s first issue with
locality covers, and one of the reproduced items in the book is the earliest
locality cover posted from Beijing found so far, which can be a rarity praised as
the first locality cover of China. Another item should be a unique locality cover,
which was fixed with Empress Dowager Cixi’s birthday commemorative stamps
and forwarded in relays by the customs post and private mail office. All locality
covers with Emperor Xuan Tong’s first year commemorative stamps were posted
in Beijing by registration, one of which was fixed with 5 stamps. Sent from the
Postal Commissioner’s Office in Beijing to the International Postal Union in
Switzerland, the registered locality cover was written by Theophile Piry, the then
postal secretary, and enclosed in the cover was a letter signed by him. Postal
documents signed by Theophile Piry can be come across, but letters posted and
signed by him are rare. The item is the earliest locality cover with the stamps
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found so far, the importance of which can not be underestimated.

The locality covers of Republic of China period (1912-1949) are lack no fine
items, of which hard to come by are the first day locality covers of Constitution
commemorative stamps and the assumption of office of Army and Navy
Commander-in-Chief commemorative stamps. The state burial of Dr. Sun Yat-
sen commemorative stamps had 6 locality postmarks of provisional post offices,
and it is no easy for the handbook to include 5 of the 6. The first day locality
cover of the National Assembly commemorative stamps looks common, but it
was posted from the provisional post office at the site of the assembly, so that
it is hard to meet with. The book contains 4 locality covers with Dr. Sun Yat-sen
definitives from Zhongshan of Guangdong, which have their own features.
Among liberated area stamps, those with locality covers are commemorative
stamps issued in the later period. The handbook includes 16 these items, each
of which worthy to be commented.

The locality covers of New China are the larger section of category and quantity
than those of the previous sections, and in the section worthy to be mentioned
are several important items. The locality cover of C1 First Plenary Session
of Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference was the earliest one
posted from Beijing. The locality cover of C7 First All-China Postal Conference
was posted 2 days earlier than the issuing date included in New China stamp
catalogue. The locality cover of C13 Peaceful Liberation of Tibet is an earliest
used cover cancelled with a postmark of minority nationality language among
those of New China. The first day locality cover of C50M Guan Hanging
miniature sheet is the only one extent so far. The series of C43 Great Yangtze
River Bridge at Wuhan and T3 Duhuang Murals as well as those fixed with
reprints are all fine locality covers.

The second part of the handbook includes locality material on the stamps and
postal stationery reproduced in the book, which is an authentic supplement to
the philatelic items contained in the first part, showing the role of a reference
book.

| know He Xin, the author, for many years and admire deeply for his
concentration in locality cover collecting and hard work in digging up the
material. On the day of finishing the manuscript, | was glad to read it first and
wrote a preface for it. | wished that the publication of the book could provide
quality and tasted philatelic research material for the public of collectors,
philatelic workers, and philatelic exhibit judges as well as make an active
contribution to locality philately of China.

Zhao Renlong
On Aug. 8, 2008, a good day of opening of Beijing Olympic Games
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Notice on Use of the Book

I. The handbook includes 438 locality covers of all periods of China from 1894
to 1966 and all China stamps with findable locality material in these periods.

Il. The handbook falls into two parts. The first part contains an introduction and
illustrations of China locality covers, while the second is a collection of locality
material of China stamps and appendixes.

Ill. The handbook depicts locality covers in four sections, such as the Qing
Dynasty, Republic of China (1912-1949), China’s liberated areas, and New
China, and each section features the items in the order of serial numbers of
the commemorative, special, airmail, and regular stamps as well as the postal
stationery. The explanations for each locality cover includes the material as
follows:

1. Title: Named bilingually in Chinese and English according to the catalogue
title of the stamp fixed on.

2. Issuing date: Dated in line with that of the catalogue of the stamp.

3. Place of topic or picture locality: Noted according to the actual place showed
on the locality cover.

4. Locality postmark: Pictured the postmark canceling the stamp. For example,
if the stamp fixed on the locality cover was canceled with a commemorative
postmark, the postal datemark of the same time and place is also listed.

5. Postal route: Noted the places and dates the locality cover was sent and
arrived, as well as the transit dater if there was one. If an arrival date is not
given, this shows that the cover was not stamped with an arrival chop.

6. Postage: Given the total postage of each locality cover. The contents in
the brackets explain the specific services. No separated postage for specific
services is given as this handbook is not a reference book on postal rates, and
the space of the handbook is limited.

7. Size of cover: Showed in horizontal length (mm) x vertical length (mm).

8. Grades: Divided into 10 grades. The first grade is the highest, while the tenth
grade is the lowest. The ten-grade system was set down in consideration of
comprehensive factors of China locality covers from the Qing Dynasty to the
present day, including their quantities in existence, difficulty in collecting, and
values in market. The grades given in the handbook are only for your reference,
and they are not the absolute grade standard.

To unify the page layout, the locality covers reproduced in the book are not in
their original sizes, but the original colors.

IV. For reader’s convenience and to embody the role of a reference handbook,
included in the handbook are China stamps from 1894 to 1966, which can
be found with locality material arranged in forms. The appendixes include the
first day locality covers produced by China National Philatelic Corporation for
Japan Philatelic Society, Tiananmen original locality post office and its postmark
material, and Special Regulations of Beijing Philatelic Association on the
Evaluation of Philatelic Exhibits of Locality Class.
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