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“9 < 117 is the largest disaster during the 100 years ,unforgettable to US cit-

izens . The following article is just written in memory of the victims.

&y

Monumental Quilt Honors 9 - 11 Victims

John Roach
he watched Flight 175 ram the north
S tower of the World Trade Center and,
like most TV viewers, sat stunned. Minutes
later, the smoldering south tower collapsed.
Then word came that Flight 77 had struck the
Pentagon. Then the north tower crumbled. In
Pennsylvania, dust settled around the crater
left by Flight 93.

Jeannie Ammermann said the tragic
events of September 11, 2001, changed her
life forever. The next day, fidgety, she sat at
her desk at a real estate office in Naples,
Florida, and jotted down ideas of what she
could do for the victims’ families.

Her mind flashed back to warm, childhood
memories of visiting quilt shows with her grand-
mother and of her grandmother sewing quilts for
the family . She remembered her grandmother * s
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smile. She remembered a quilt with photos of a
mother and child sewn into it and another with
children painted on the fabric.

“The most inspiring thing about those
quilts is that they remained in my mind and in
my heart,” said Ammermann. “the day after
9 - 11, those memories again filled my mind
and I knew what I wanted to do to help the
families of 9 + 11. I wanted to preserve the
life and memory of their loved ones. ”

That night she began the monumenta.
task of what has now become a 460-person,
nationwide volunteer effort to construct eight
quilts to commemorate the victims of 9 - 1.

One quilt each will be dedicated to the Fire
Department of New York, New York Police De-
partment, New York Emergency Medical Services
providers, New York/New Jersey Port Authority
Police Department, New York/New Jersey Port
Authority Staff, Flight 93, and the Pentagon.

In addition, a 10-foot by 60-foot (3-
meter by 18-meter) “Victims Quilt” will com-
memorate all who died as a result of the 9 - 11
tragedy, including World Trade Center and
Pentagon employees, police, fire, and medi-
cal providers, passengers of the four hijacked
airplanes, and victims of the U.S. Senate an-
thrax attacks in Washington, D. C. , that fol-
lowed on the heels of 9 + 11.

Each quilt shows a patriotic scene of an

attack site and is surrounded by photographs

28] .
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and the names of those who perished. The all-
encompassing “ Victims Quilt” will be con-
structed in three 20-foot ( six-meter) sections.
The center panel will depict the twin towers of
the World Trade Center. The Flight 93 crash
site and the Pentagon will flank either side.

“This project has become my mission in
life, my contribution to my country and to its
families all over the nation,” said Ammermann.
Victims Quilt

The centerpiece of the 9 -+ 11 Memorial
Quilts project is the “Victims Quilt”. Ammer-
mann said she had an idea in her mind of what
this quilt should look like when she began the
project nearly two years ago and went in search
of the perfect person make the idea a reality.

Four months of searching led her to Connie
Daniel, a quilter who lives in the small town of
Herbster, Wisconsin. “I knew Connie was the
only quilt artist that could create this massive
memorial quilt unlike no other. She certainly is
all T expected and more,” said Ammermann.

Daniel said that within the time of a single
phone call from Ammermann, she knew exactly
what she needed to do to make Ammermann’s
dream a reality.

“By the time she got off the phone, I had
the entire quilt pictured,” said Daniel. “Eve-
rything she wanted in it and what I thought it
needed was in my head. That is what I do.

»

Then I put it on paper.’
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Daniel quilts in a style known as “free
hand.” To create a picture on a quilt, she
collects hundreds of pieces of fabric and sews
them together. When completed ,she says, the
picture looks like a painting. One piece at a
time, Daniel and a team of local volunteers
are stitching Ammermann’s dream into the
fabric of reality.

The “Victims Quilt” is nearing completion.
(Hundreds of photographs of victims killed in
the tragedy have yet to be added to the quilt. )
Daniel will display the folk art piece at a quilt
show on October 11 in Phillips, Wisconsin.
When fully complete, Ammermann hopes to
see the quilt accepted for permanent display at
the World Trade Center Memorial Park, cur-
rently in the planning phase in New York City.
Constructing Quilts

Ammermann, who is not a quilt maker
herself, spends her time e-mailing quilters
around the United States and soliciting contact
information for victims’ families from companies
and emergency departments that were impacted
by the 9 - 11 terrorist attacks.

By May 2002, Ammermann lined up
teams to sew four of the quilts. By November,
enough quilting teams were in place to sew all
eight quilts. The teams are spread among seven
states. Ammermann coordinates their activity
from her home in Florida.
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The biggest task has been contacting vic-
tim families to get their permission to include
a photograph on the quilt. “Tracking down
families was impossible in the beginning, but
we seem to find it much easier now,” Ammer-
mann said.

To date, approximately 1,700 families of
9 « 11 victims have been contacted. All but
two have submitted a photo for inclusion on
the quilts. For families that prefer not to dis-
play a picture of their loved on a quilt, a can-
dle design will be sewn instead, placed along-
side the victim’s name.

Ammermann transfers victims photos to
fabric through an elaborate three-day process
that involves scanning images, treating fabric
with a stiffening solution, and then printing
the images directly onto the fabric.

“It is a full time job for me every evening
after work,” Ammerermann said. “But it has
been the most fulfilling work I have ever

done. ”
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