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1. _ AnHonorable Entry
I A 3

abandon—accomplish

The acclaimed academic, Dr, Sir Walter T, J. Fitzbody, accompanied the equal-
ly accessible expert of aboriginal history, Dr. Mugambe H. C. Carriky, slowly to the
platform to accept his National Science Foundation Award. Both were noted for their
absenteeism, rarely seen in public and still marveled at for their abnormal usage of
double abbreviations in their names. That it was Dr. Carriky, the former pupil of Dr.
Fitzbody, whose reception of this lifetime award before his mentor was only minor.
Dr. Fitzbody knew that academia was not always fair and, having always been rather
accommodating for his favorite student anyhow, was taking the event as an honor to
his work as well.

When Dr. Carriky accidentally tripped over the toe of a person with his leg ex-
tended too far into the aisle, the gasps of the crowd conveniently covered the abusive
words that came out of Dr. Carriky’s mouth. The man did not take the abuse kindly,
however, and abandoning all respect, began to rise to respond to the guest of honor.
Dr. Fitzbody, sensing trouble, quickly accelerated towards the stage. It did not mat-
ter that an accessory of his robe was lost to the floor as they escaped. The rest of the
audience, sensing a need for accommodation, politely gave clear access so that no
further mishaps would occur.

Having accomplished their entry, Dr. Fitzbody began his introduction of Dr.
Carriky. He gently smiled and said a joke that related the fall to a historical abstrac-
tion, The crowd laughed in relief and breathed easily as they knew that honor and
dignity had been restored.
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2 Accreditation Crisis
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accountant—adapt

Dave’s business acumen was sorely questioned when the first round of accredi-
tation for his music school failed. His partners accused him of not accumulating
a qualified staff, his accountant acquiesced that his bookkeeping was not orderly,
and his wife said he wasn’t as acquainted with the process as he should have been.
Regardless of the accuracy of the complaints, Dave felt an acute pain; it was as if he
was drinking acid. How could his friends all abandon him so quickly when troubles
came? Dave knew that if he ever wanted to achieve anything else in his life after this,
he would first have to overcome this emotional acupuncture, acknowledge his mis-
takes and move on.

His first step was to adapt to the situation and keep his acquisitive partners
from selling what he had started to the highest bidder. To do this he quickly acquired
the report on what had been successfully accredited and what had failed. He was
surprised to find that his school had only failed on one point — the acoustics of their
main music hall. It meant that everything else was fine, that it was a success except
for that one thing!

At the meeting the next day with all parties involved, Dave presented the report
and his plan for how they could improve the acoustics of the hall and then activate a
second round of accreditation meetings. Everyone was happy except for the partners.
They had already viewed the school as a failed acquisition and it was hard for them
to adjust their thinking. Dave was quick, however, and encouraged them that this was
still a successful item in their accumulation of a diversified portfolio. They agreed
and the school was licensed three months later.
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3. An Adaptable Administration
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adaptable—advisable

Last Advent our local Catholic Church adopted a new policy for dealing with
teenagers struggling through adolescence. The new priest, originally from New York,
addressed the issue that day in his sermon about adjusting our view to administer
help to those young people who were helpless, without support and suffering during
this difficult time of life. This would include dealing with drug addicts, young single
mothers, and youth with disciplinary problems that most people simply wanted to
avoid. It was admittedly a controversial talk, but his words spoke to us all and we all
decided to be adaptable to trying something new for our community.

The local Catholic administration was adverse to the concept. They did not
want to have troublemakers adjacent to lonely widows, young children, orphans and
others that the church was already adept at dealing with. The new priest gave his
admission to this and promised to build a separate addition for the adolescents he
would work with. He also agreed to adhere to all traditional administrative proce-
dures and to submit to their ultimate authority.

The adaptation to the Church’s focus was a great success. Troubled youth be-
gan coming in and out of the new building adjoining the Church with smiles on their
faces and a renewed hope for life. And while it was advisable for the priest to work
with a team of volunteers, each adolescent began to see him as the father that they had
never had. Lives were changed, needs were met, and attendance grew. The adminis-
tration was very pleased.

Tomorrow is Advent again. It has been one year since we changed our outlook
and we have much to celebrate!



