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Preword

The regulation of the funeral and interment management was
issued at the 60tth standing commitment meeting of the State Coun-
cil in November,1997. Among the regulations, it stipulates that our
country will“take measures to practise cremation with great efforts
step by step, renovate the current way of burial of the dead in the
ground, save the land, cancel backward funeral customs and
advocate practise funeral in a civilized and economically way 7 in
the Section 2 chapterl. It also emphasizes that “cremation should be
carried out in densely populated,less land for cultivating and con-
venient traffic areas,meanwhile,the way of burial of the dead in the
ground is also permitted if the conditions are not satisfied ”. After
the The regulation of the funeral and interment management issued,
the renovation of funeral and interment is carried out throughout the
whole country, and then, Zhejiang Province walks forefront in the
renovation of the funeral and interment, especially, to the end of
2003, the cremation rate has reached more than 90% .

In recent years, folk funeral culture has seen great changes like
from direct burial of the corpse to the burial of the bone ashes after
the cremation ,from accumulated burial of the same lineage or family




or the burial in the same place to the handle by individual and to
the newly developed patten of the burial in the public grave in
.cities or in villages. The great change begins from 1950s and its
influences became more evident in the initial stage of 21* century.
Contrary to the traditional ways of the burial , the new funeral culture
has its unique features. Ways of burial , the new accompanied cere-
monies and the building of the grave are greatly different from the
past. This is the inevitable change.

Based on the historical backgrounds and the contemporary
change of the funeral culture,I applied the research programme of
Wuyue funeral culture, through the study of the programme, some
rules of change have been discovered. Here, I put forward my
personal opinion on the issue in the academic perspective.

Generally speaking , Wuyue region is the unique cultural area,
its language , beliefs,, way of production,life style etc. are greatly dif-
ferent from the other cultural regions of the country,more evidently
the regional customs. Among the regional customs, the funeral cul-
ture of Wuyue region which has the characteristics of its own special
ceremonies and burial forms. The cliff burial and cave burial of the
region have intense relationship with Baiyue culture. Through the
study, we find that the funeral form of grave mound emerges first in
Wuyue region. The form of grave mound standing on the surface of
the earth and the form of the coffin buried under the ground are
combined together, furthermore, the combined way of burial of
Wuyue region has the far-reaching impact on the Central Plain and
other parts of the country for more than 3000 years. The combined



ways of burial of Wuyue region has contributed to the funeral culture
of china greatly. Nowadays ,the way of building the tomb with grave
mound throughout the country is the invention of Wuyue region and
their people lived there. It is the great invention which lets the
concepts, idea and beliefs of the living room stretching from the
living world to the dead world. Based on the living room in daily
life, the grave building of the region has many kinds of forms with
hierarchical system according to their different imaginations about
the dead world. The grave c'ulture of the country develops itself
based on the experience of the Wuyue region.

There is a popular opinion that such kind of grave building is
waste of land and the destroy of the environment,but we don’t think
so. From the cultural perspective, Chinese nationalities has the
strong feeling that when a person lives , he should built a large house
for living whether he is emperor or ordinary people, and when he
dies, he also should still live in another world,so the grave building
is inevitable. Of course,, there is a firm belief that every body has the
soul which never dies even he is dead promotes the building of the
grave to keep the peace of the soul. In the pursuit of such two kinds
of buildings of living house for the alive and the grave building for
the dead, people’s pursuit of the life will concentrate on the big
house and big tomb. Ordinary people can’t fulfil the great mission
but they has their own unique understanding of the life, especially
through the building of the big tomb, the cultural desire will be
satisfied among the ordinary people.

Funeral culture expresses itself in the grave building and we




will find that in Chinese history, ordinary people have the common
idea that if the tomb more large and wonderful in the suitable place,
it wﬂl bring more fortune to the whole family and even win the good
reputation of filial person. In the social atmosphere like this, the
grave building develops itself with regional features. For examples,
the tomb with the form of chair is very popular in Wenzhou, Zhe-
jiang Province,but the tomb with the form of chair also has many
differences. Some occupies the area more than thousands square
meters , some occupies the whole mountain ,but some only occupies a
little square meters. The style of the grave building is also plentiful ,
for example,some graves have garden,villa, platforms etc,but others
may be only the single grave without any other architectures.
Under such cultural background, it is impossible to imagine the
prohibition of the living house and the grave building. Actually,
when ordinary people build the grave according to their own under-
standing of the society and culture , their complicated feelings for the
society will be expressed through the way. But when renovation of
funeral and interment is carried out throughout the whole country,
traditional grave building is prohibited by the different levels of the
government , meanwhile , many social problems occur with the carry
out of renovation of funeral and interment, and we must face the
reality of the preset funeral culture. In some areas,with the renova-
tion of the funeral and interment, the relationship between ordinary
people and officials are worsening and the conflict is inevitable.
Funeral culture is the very complicated and plentiful cultural
form , Wuyue funeral culture is also like that. Funeral culture is the



folk culture, it has ever-lasting force in our daily life,and my book
is the study of the history of the regional funeral culture. At present,
the modernization has changed China greatly,so the traditional folk
culture will be influenced by the government more deeply,but at the
same time,in the process of the modemizatioﬁ,how to preserve the
traditional folk culture and its cultural spirit is the tough job in front
of us,this is the big question we must answer with our intelligence
and sincerity for the development of our folk culture.

I hope there is no regret in our daily life,and also I hope there
is no regret left when we leaves the interesting and complicated

world.
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