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Unit 1 Talks & Conversations
G St

Various Topics of Culture

XA &

In this unit you will hear a collection of talks, interviews and conversations
about some of the most common topics discussed in everyday life. These
include education, language, tourism, religion, and music. Besides
providing you with an opportunity to practice your listening comprehension,
this unit will also give you a glimpse of various aspects of western society and
introduce some commonly-used words and expressions. One of the talks about
Muslims is particularly special, as it is presented by a non-native speaker, so

you can train you ears to understand that kind of English.

1. Education 5§

Education is one of the most important aspects of any society everywhere in the
world. This lessen consists of two conversations dealing with this subject.
The first one is about a young woman who wants to leave school before she
finishes her education. In the other conversation some differences between

university education in the US and that in the UK are discussed.




[@:

BHFENFERE (BH4)

Text I: Can I Leave School Early?
AL D7

The young woman who wants to leave school is named Rona Jackson.
She's sixteen years old. We'll listen to her talk with a friend of the family, a
woman named Dansfield, who just happens to be a teacher. Rona will tell

Miss Dansfield why she wants to give up her education.

1. make the break — to stop what one is doing in order to start off a new
direction ; to start anew
* You've been in that job for years—it's time you made the break.

. old man — (colloq) one'’s husband or father

W

on the dole — receiving money from the government due to unemployment
+ Young people on the dole are often bored and frustrated.
4. A level — a public examination in a particular subject taken in British
schools by students aged 17 or 18, or the qualification obtained
+ You usually need three A levels to get into university.
+ She is taking Physics, Chemistry and Maths at A level.
. B Sc — Bachelor of Science

N L

. grant — a sum of money given by the government to a person or organiza-
tion for a special purpose Ex. a student grant, a research grant
. go on about — talk persistently and often irritatingly about

~

» T just wish you'd stop going on about your son’s behavior.
8. sandwich course — crash course done part-time while one is working
9. catering — providing food and service for parties or banquets
10. clerical — doing office work. I'm fed up with the clerical job.
11. old-fashioned — behaving or thinking in a way that is not modern and is
typical of a time in the past
« She is a bit old-fashioned in her outlook.
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1. Complete the sentences below with one of the following words or ex-
pressions.
clerical , full-time, fed up with, old-fashioned, ambitious, pace,
on the dole, qualifications, catering, grant

1) This job is too much work. I'm really it.

2) skills are very useful in business.

3) Heisso that he will probably do well in his career.

4) As a college student, I'm too busy to have a job.

5) An person like you wouldn’t understand young people
nowadays.

6) The fast of his life must cause a lot of stress.

7) 1 would like to have that job, but [ don’t have the proper

8) My job has taught me useful service skills in a restaurant.

9) I cannot go aboard to study yet, because I haven’t got a .

10) I don’t like being , but nobody will hire me as a

school-leaver.

2. Translate the following sentences into Chinese, paying attention to
the italicized words and expressions.

1) Having been a teacher for ten years now, I've decided to make the break.

2) They did not want to go on living on the dole forever, they want to work
at once.

3) I hope to study for a master degree, but first I'll try to get a grant.

4) Catering skills are usually included in a hotel management course.

5) Idon't want to be a secretary because I'm not good at clerical work.

3
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_'}6) I wish you would stop going on about your neighbor.

7) 1 find that the computer science has been developing so fast that I simply

can’t keep up with the pace of change.

8) Ambitious students usually work hard and have no time to enjoy life.

A. Multiple-choice Questions

Listen to the conversation and answer the following questions by
choosing the right answer from A, B, C or D.

. What are the two main reasons why Rona has decided to leave school?

[ A] She is tired of school life and wants to have a change.
[ B] She hasn’t done well at school and
her parents are pushing her too hard.
[C] Her parents won't support her any more
and she has no money to go on.
[ D] She feels that education is not worth the investment

and the courses are too academic.

Who is encouraging Rona to leave school?
[ A] Her parents.

[ B] Her neighbor’s son.

[ C] The manager of her restaurant.

[D] Mr. Barlow, her physics teacher.

What has made her make the final decision?
[ A] The offer of a full-time job.

[ B] The attraction of evening classes.

[ C] Her parents’ reluctance to support her.

[ D] Her father’'s comments on their neighour’s son.
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. If she were to go to university, she would get the money from
[A] a full grant.

[B] her parents and a grant.

[ C] her parents and her wages.

[D] her wages of a part-time job.

. What problem does her neighbor’s son have?

[A] He has been out of work since graduation.

[B] What he has learned at school is not useful in his job.
[ C] He did not study hard, and has failed his final exams.

[D] He spent too much money at university and is broke.

. Is his problem common in England, according to Miss Dansfield?
[A] No, it is very unusual.

[B] Yes, especially in these years.

[C] No, but it does happen sometimes.

[D] Yes, a large number of youngsters have the problem.

. How long and how often has Rona been waitressing?
[ A] Every evening for over a year.

[B] Once in two weeks for a year.

[ C] Once in two weeks for two years.

[D] At the weekend for more than a year.

. How much formal education have Rona’s parents had?
[A] They quit in elementary school.

[ B] They graduated from university.

[ C] They were high-school dropouts.

[ D] They finished their high school education.

. Will Rona carry on learning after she leaves school?
[A] Yes, but in a different fashion.

[B] No, she will concentrate on her job.

[C] Yes, but without taking any courses.

[D] No, a full-time job will keep her busy.

3
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~>10. Which of the following is NOT one of Miss Danslield’s main arguments?
[ A] Waitressing is not a good job.

[ B] Rona is too young to quit school.

[ C] It will be too late if Rona wants to change her mind.

[D] Rona should not be so interested in making money.

B. True-or-false Statements
Read the following statements about the information contained in the
conversation and write TRUE or FALSE in the blank spaces.

1. Physics may be the only course Rona enjoys.

2. Rona’s parents would not pay for her to go to university.

3. Miss Dansfield feels that being pushed to get things done can be a good
thing.

4. It takes three years to get a B Sc.
5. Rona thinks waitressing is a very good job.

C. Comparison between British English and American English.

The words and expressions listed on the left are American English.
Try to write out the British equivalents on the right.

American British

to think or guess

on unemployment

B.S.

scholarship

on the weekend

grades

manager ( as a female)
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Dansfield: How old are you now, Rona?
Rona: Sixteen. I had my birthday just last week.

D:
R:

D:

And you've really made up your mind to leave school?

Yes, I've been thinking about it for a long time, but now I've been
offered a job and I've decided to make the break.

It's a big decision. Are you sure you are not making a mistake? What

sort of a job is it?

: Only waitressing. I’ve been doing it at the weekend for over a year now,

and the manager is looking for a full-time person. So he asked me if I was

interested.

: But how do your mum and dad and your teachers feel about it?

: Oh, my parents are quite happy. My old man was getting a bit fed up

with supporting me at school. He and mum both left school at fifteen and
they reckon I'm just wasting time carrying on study, because there are so
many people with A levels and degrees on the dole. They think I should

just grab this chance.

: I'll bet your teachers don't say the same.

: True. Mr. Barlow, my physics teacher, is quite upset. I've been doing

well in physics and he wanted me to try for university.

: And don’t you think he is right?
: Yes, in a way. I mean, I like physics and I've been getting pretty good

marks. I'd probably have done OK on my A levels, but it means another

four years at least before I could even start looking for work!

: Yes, but isn't it worth it? I mean, once you've left school, it'll be diffi-

cult to catch up again if you ever change mind. And waitessing isn’t the
best job in the world. '

: I know, but I look at it like this; to get into university, I'm going to

need three good A levels. Then I'll have three years at university and end
up with a B Sc, providing things go alright. And then I'll have to start
looking for a job. It would cost my father quite a lot to keep me for that

time, and I'd have no guarantee of a job when I finish.

S
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: But you'd get a grant, surely?
: Yes, I get a bit of a grant. But with both my mum and dad working, I

wouldn't get a full one, and they’d have to help quite a bit.

: Would they mind that?
: Well, I suppose if I really insisted they would let me go, but my dad is

always going on about David, our neighbour’s son. His parents let him
go to university and had to pay quite a lot, but he graduated last year and
is still out of work.

: Well, I suppose it can happen, but your chances must be much better

with a degree than without. And not only that, but what about the kind
of job? I'm sure you can find something much more interesting if you've
got good qualifications.

: Oh, Idon’t know. This waitressing job may not be much, but I'm ho-

ping to go to the technical college for evening classes in catering and hotel
management. Mr. Easton, our boss, says if I work hard and do well on
the courses, he might be able to persuade his head office to put me on the
sandwich course to get a proper qualification, and then I could maybe be-
come a manageress.

: So, you're not giving up on your education all together then?
: Oh, no. Look, I enjoy the physics and the stuff I do at school. But,

it's all very academic and I can’t honestly see how any of it is gong to
help me in a job. So if I leave and get started and then go to evening
classes to do more practical things like management and clerical skills and

so on, I'm going to be far better off.

: Yes, that's all very well, if you can keep the pace up. Don’t you think

you might find a full-time job enough and give up on the evening classes?
There won't be anyone to push you like there is in school.

: Oh, no! I'm ambitious, you know. When you're at school, you always

have the feeling that you are doing it because you have to, but if I go to

evening classes because I want to, I'm sure I'd work even harder.

: Well, I suppose I'm old-fashioned, but I just can’t help feeling that it’s

an awful waste for you to leave school just like that!
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