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- Focus:

e [and of the five countries
® Politics of the five countries
® Economy of the five countries

1. Which country is the largest in land size?
__the US, Canada, Australia
2. Which country takes the British Queen as its official state head?

New Zealand ,
3. Which of the following country is the first industrialized country in the world?
the UK, the US, Canada, New Zealand

_ the UK, the US, Canada, Australia,






1.1 The UK

Text A The Land of the LIK

“ Check your comprehension
©" Question 1: What is the official name of this country?
" Question 2: What are the geographic features of the country?

BTy

The UK, short for the United Kingdom
S % of Great Britain and Northern Ireland’,
is a middle-sized country lying off the
north-west mainland Europe,with the total

Z1 NS

It comprises ( d ------ #) % ) the island of Great Britain (England,
Scotland and Wales), and the north-east part of the island of Ireland,

area of about 245,000 square kilometers.

together with many small islands.

The island country owns a long coastline,
surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean, the North
Sea, the English Channel and the Irish Sea.
The land geography features as mostly rugged
" (%MK 9 ) hills and low mountains; level to
rolling plains in the east and southeast.

All parts of the country have a temperate ( ;%

Unit 1

Cultural Notes

1. the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern
Ireland: # [ 8 2 % % “ K F
FIMARERLEBATE",
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2. British Broadcasting Corpo-
ration: 3 & /- #H A # , 4K
BEUH A ERZ —, KM
KBy — BB — A 2T
HEEHEMN, BEH, 4K
BBC 2 7 2 — R &2 HMA
Wk BB, AR BEI
b % A R &, & AR T
WO FEEH K R E A

R QD&

FIEERXUMR (L)

A &) climate. With plentiful rainfall all year round, it bears frequent
spells (3449 X &) of mild and wet weather. The temperature varies
with the seasons, but never with extreme heat or cold. With the
temperature between 15C—-307C, summer is fairly cool, regarded as the
best season of the year. In winter and early spring, snowfall can occur,

but the temperature seldom drops below —10C.

The UK’s overall population density is
one of the highest in the world.
Immigration from the Commonwealth
countries was greatly encouraged
during 1950s to 1960s, because of the
country’s lack of labor. As a
consequence, there are now over 60
million British of all races, predominantly ( =23 ) of European and
Caribbean origin( 24t ).

English is the official language of the UK. The once huge British
Empire has made the language spread to all the corners of the world,
promoting it as the international business language. Christianity is the
predominant religion of the UK, with distinctive churches in each of the

four nations.

In the UK class structures are quite obvious. Three different classes,
the working class, the middle class and the upper class, have different

social status and different lifestyles.

London is the capital of the
UK, which is located at the
south of the country, by the
Thames. With an area of
1,580 square kilometers and
a population of just under
8 million, this metropolis ( X #f4") is by far the largest city not only
in the UK but also in Europe.

Since the 17th century, it has maintained the distinction( 2% % ) of



there.

the political, financial and cultural center.
Presently, London is the mececa( &x A& 2
Z M, ) of Western culture for arts,
education and literature. It has the largest
concentration of museums, art galleries
and theatres. The fashion, entertainment,
publishing and media industries, mostly
known for BBC? are also headquartered

Samuel Johnson, an English literary figure
and the compiler of A Dictionary of the
English Language, wrote: “When a man is

tired of London, he is tired of life, for there is in London all that life

can afford.”

Text B The Four Parts of the LIK

" Check your comprehension

€ Question 1: Which part occupies most of the island of Great Britain?

" Question 2: Which nation has the strongest national identity?

S

AFEB M E, R ER &K
% W 4 1

Bk R, Y, R %
R B

.

it

Western Isles,

Urkney g. # Shetland

Scotland

England’s
North
Country
Republic
of Ireland

Heart of
England E:;:a:f,
Wales

% south of England

lgchannel Islands

There are four constituent nations
in the United Kingdom: England,
Scotland, Wales Northern
Ireland.

and

England, bordering with Scotland
to the north and Wales to the west,
is the largest and most populous
(A 248 % 4 ) constituent part. Its
inhabitants ( /& K. ) account for
than 82% of the total
population of the UK. Regional and

more

Unit 1
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3. So sometimes foreigners
would make the mistake of ...:
A LB REK R T K
A KA B R, UK
ARANERHZREXE,

4. highland: 7 # = & #1 ,
Pl UE KR £, £l Rk AR
#Mm, AL,

5. Edinburgh: 7 # = ¥ i #
TE,RER R, WAL
AT,

RIBEE R (L)

jor Et

cultural differences exist between the north
and the south of England. Averagely,
southern areas are wealthier than the

northern areas.

England is highly urbanized, with 80% of
the population live in urban areas. There are many large cities in
England. The capital of London is the largest city not only in the UK
but also in the European Union. Birmingham is the second largest. A
number of other cities, such as Manchester, Liverpool, Newcastle,
mainly in central and northern England, are of substantial size and

influence.

The economic prosperity of England has
made it a destination for economic
migrants from Scotland, Wales, Northern
Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. So
sometimes foreigners would make the
mistake of calling the UK as “England”,’ even people in England would
make that mistake too. As a matter of fact, other three nations should
be called as Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. Generally speaking,
the English are gentle and polite, sometimes they are considered to be
taciturn, tending to keep a distance from the strangers.

Scotland is the second largest part of the UK in geographical area. It is
also considered as the most rugged part. Its geography is varied,
with lowlands in ‘the south and east and
highlands* in the north and west. The
lowland is the flattest, lowest lying part of
Scotland, home to most of Scotland’s
population, while the highland is barren

(& #-49 ) and sparsely populated. Regional
and cultural differences exist between the
lowland and highland of Scotland.

The capital city of Scotland is Edinburgh?,

famous for its natural beauty. The largest



city is Glasgow, not very far away from Edinburgh. There are also

many other famous cities such as Aberdeen and Dundee.

The Scottish has strong national identity. The
local languages are Scots, Gaelic and Scottish
English. The typical Scottish garment, the kilt,
is worn when the Scots play the Great Highland
bagpipes( X % ) , especially when they march
in parades. The custom is rather different from
that of England. When it comes to the character,

we can see Scottish as unyielding, valuing
independence and freedom, partly because of a
long history as a unified state independent of the UK.

Wales is the smallest among the three parts on the Britain mainland,
though larger than Northern Ireland. It is mountainous, with 25% of the
land above 1,000 feet. The coastline stretches for 732 miles, consisting
of numerous bays, sandy beaches, peninsulas( ¥ £ ) and cliffs( &
J£ ). The capital city of Wales is Cardiff, a small city with a small
population on the south coast.

Wales is much closer to England, without
natural boundary. Such geographical
location leads to the fact that Wales has

longer been dominated by England than the
other nations of the Union. However, the
Welsh retain a powerful sense of difference
from England. The key indicator of that
difference is its own language, the Welsh. It
is a Celtic tongue (% % ) rather different

from English. Currently in Wales, a small
percentage still speak Welsh, but All the
Welsh-speakers are also fluent in English. It
is a bilingual nation.

There is distinction between the north and
the south of Wales. Most of Welsh speakers

Unit1 Land, Politics and Economy
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live in the rural North, while English speakers mainly gather in the
industrial south, which is more populated. The Welsh are passionate,
talkative(£2i% #9 ) and warm-hearted by nature.

Northern Ireland, consisting of 6 counties in
the northeastern part of Ireland, is the

smallest of the four nations, both in area

and population.

In general terms, Northern Ireland is a series of rolling green hills and it
is most rural, with a beautiful lake district in the southwest. There is a
long and rugged coastline. The capital
city Belfast is a small city, but is still the
biggest city in Northern Ireland.

Despite of its small area, Northern
Ireland is quite famous in the world, not
for its scenery, but for its political
problem. Although political violence and
street shooting often occur in the Irish’s
lives, the crime rate is very low. The

living costs are relatively low, and the ol
standards of living are guaranteed for the residents. Apart from that,
Northern Ireland has a rich culture life with music, poetry, theatres,
museum, and cinema. The languages of Northern Ireland are English
and Irish.



1.2 The US

Text A The Land of the United States

M

Check your comprehension
" Question 1: What is the common abbreviation for this country?
" Question 2: Why is the country described as a “melting pot”?

s, . P

The United States of America, also
known as the United States, the US, or
the USA, is a large country lying in the
south of the North America continent.

It borders Canada on the north and
Mexico and the Gulf of Mexico on the south, with the Atlantic Ocean
on the east and the Pacific Ocean on the west. With an area of 9.6

Unit 1

Land, Politics and Economy



