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Introduction

Overview

New Standard College English has a number of
important principles:

® it presents a balanced approach between
language knowledge and language skills, so
that the students not only learn about English,
but also learn how to use their knowledge in
interactive situations

® it develops effective communication strategies
by integrating the language skills of reading,
writing, speaking and listening in a holistic way,
which reflects real-life language use

® it encourages the development of intercultural
awareness, to allow the students to use their
language knowledge and skills with speakers
from different cultures

® it promotes a learner-centred approach, where
the students are encouraged to personalize the
process of language acquisition, to make best
use of the resources within their classroom as
well as online, and to develop learning strategies
which are most appropriate to their personal
requirements and circumstances

® it exposes the students to the variety of language
which is spoken and written in everyday
situations today

® it develops critical thinking, which encourages
the students to look beyond the passages and
consider the broader implications of what they

have read or listened to

Components and course organization

There are four levels for New Standard College
English to be used over the two years of English
language instruction. Each level contains:
® Real Communication: An Integrated Course
Student’s Book

® Real Communication: Listening and Speaking
Student’s Book

¢ Real Communication: Workbook

® Real Communication: An Integrated Course
Teacher’s Book

® Real Communication: Listening and Speaking
Teacher’s Book

The Listening and Speaking course contains video
and audio passages. The whole course is supported
by an online version, which will both enhance the
textbook version and include specially written
material.

Each Student’s Book contains ten units, and each
unit contains a single broad theme, such as starting
out at college, learning to think, communication,
feelings and emotions, popular science, travel etc.
As the Integrated Course book is designed to be
used alongside the Listening and Speaking book, the

themes are the same in both books.

Course design and syllabuses

The course design adopts a multi-syllabus approach
appropriate to the university students and teachers.

The syllabuses include:

® themes, chosen for their interest and relevance
to university students studying in China, but
who have a desire to learn about countries and
cultures around the world

® lexis, guided by the wordlist in the College
English Curriculum Requirements (CECR) and
supported by the Macmillan English Dictionary
Jor Advanced Learners (2nd edition, 2007)

® grammar and sentence patterns, presented in the
context of the passages

* skills: reading, listening, speaking, writing and
translating

® pronunciation, focusing on particular areas of
difficulty for Chinese speakers of English

® intercultural awareness, through exposure to a
wide variety of international issues as well as
the linguistic and non-linguistic conventions,
customs, traditions, attitudes and beliefs of
cultures from all round the world



Unit organization

Real Communication: An Integrated Course

The unit follows a basic pattern:

Starting point introduces the unit theme by a
variety of speaking activities, including questionnaires,
discussion points and famous quotations.

Active reading (1) contains the first main reading
passage and focuses on the words which should be
learnt either for receptive or productive use. There is
preparation for reading and prediction work, a while-
reading activity, and a Language and culture box
with information about cultural references in the
passage which may be unfamiliar to the students.

Then there is a series of stages which focus on:

® reading and understanding, in which the main

ideas and detailed meaning of the passage is
explored

® dealing with unfamiliar words, where there are

three types of words and activities. The words
in the tinted vocabulary box are words which
are prescribed by the CECR wordlist, and the
activities which accompany them are designed
to explore their meaning and form. There are
also lexical sets in the vocabulary box which are
related to the topic. The final type of words are
those which are beyond the required level, but
which need to be understood in order to be able
to understand the main idea of the passage. The
accompanying activity encourages the students
to develop skills to deal with unfamiliar words,
both within and beyond the passage

¢ reading and interpreting, in which aspects

of inference, style, and writer’s purpose are
examined

® developing critical thinking, a series of

questions which develop the ideas presented in
the passage, and encourage independent thinking

Talking point is a short section where the unit
theme is further explored by an opportunity for less
intensive discussion and interaction.

Active reading (2) contains the second main
reading passage, and covers the same stages as in
Active reading (1). The passage explores the unit
theme from a different perspective and is written in a
different genre from the passage in Active reading (1).
This ensures that the students are exposed to a variety
of viewpoints and genres.

Talking point occurs again, and serves a similar
function to the first Talking point.

Language in use is designed to explore aspects
of grammar and complex sentence patterns which
are presented in the two reading passages. There
may also be extra information about particular
words or expressions, or some work on collocations.
The section finishes with translation from and into
Chinese.

Reading across cultures contains a passage which
shows an aspect of cultural life, customs or behaviour
in a country or culture other than China, and with
which the students may not be familiar. There are
comprehension questions and questions which provide
an opportunity for the students to compare the culture
shown in the passage with their own culture.

Guided writing uses the passage in Reading across
cultures as a model for writing practice. Aspects
of language which are commonly found in written
English, especially academic writing, are explored,
and the section finishes with an activity designed to
help the students perform a new and unique piece
of writing which practises the aspects of language
explored earlier.

Unit task provides a task which allows the students
to review all the language skills they have encountered
in the whole unit.

Unit file is a summary of the language points and
skills presented in the unit.

Real Communication: Listening and Speaking

Starting point is a pair- or group-work activity
which introduces the unit theme.

Inside view provides listening practice by means of
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a video story of three students, Mark (English), Kate
(American) and Janet (Chinese) at the University of
Oxford in England. Filmed on location in Oxford, it
shows their typical lives, interests and concerns, and
provides an insight into the university and the city.
There are comprehension activities and a Language
and culture box to explain unfamiliar cultural
references. Everyday English highlights some of
the words and expressions which are very common
in spoken, contemporary English, and which may be
difficult to understand. The section ends with a guided
functional dialogue, with a box of useful functional
expressions, taken from the video story as references.

Talking point is a pair- or group-work activity
which remains close to the unit theme, but allows a
change of pace in the lesson.

Outside view uses short extracts from video
material in which the English is authentic and roughly
graded to the students’ level. The accompanying
activities are designed more to enable the students
to understand the main ideas, rather than to check
detailed comprehension. There is a section for
Developing critical thinking, with a similar intention
to the ones in the Integrated Course.

Listening in contains two listening passages which
provide further practice listening to roughly graded
material. As with Outside view, the intention is to
expose the students to language which may be slightly
higher than their present level of English, but which
will prepare them for listening and understanding
in real-life contexts. This section finishes with a
Developing critical thinking activity too.

Presentation skills includes advice on techniques
for giving effective presentations, as well as a box
of functional expressions. The main activities lead
the students to give a presentation related to the unit
theme.

Pronunciation focuses on the specific points in
pronunciation, stress and intonation which cause
Chinese speakers of English difficulty, and includes
aspects such as linking sounds, stressed words, and

sense groups.

Unit task contains a task which allows the students
in pairs or groups to review all the language skills they
have covered during the unit.

Unit file is a summary of the language points and

skills presented in the unit.

English in 21st-century China

“If you are planning for a year, sow rice; if you are
planning for a decade, plant trees; if you are planning
for a lifetime, educate people.”

The Chinese proverb is equally well-known in
English. New Standard College English plans for a
lifetime of learning by promoting best practice in
language teaching and quality education.

The course aims to encourage the students to enjoy
using English and to develop a sense of progress and
achievement in their learning.

Secondly, it sets a new standard for English
language teaching in Chinese universities. It stands as
the sum of our knowledge about English in the 21st
century, about language teaching methodology, about
how to choose content which reflects the interests of
university students, and about how to bring all these
features together in an attractively designed, state-of-
the-art textbook.

Above all, New Standard College English lays the
foundations of educating a lifetime of English users
in China, which will encourage their membership
of the worldwide and intercultural English-speaking
community. It invites the students to reach beyond
their university, beyond their region and beyond China
itself, and to join an international community where
English is used both as the language of commerce,
economics, entertainment, culture and politics, and as
a means to promote international understanding and

peace.

Simon Greenall
Co-editor in chief
New Standard College English
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iAmencun and Brmsh Enghsh
In the conversat:ons Kate an he fam Iy use these

Amencan Enghsh words

~school / college _university
cleanup itidyiip
(realr"funhy i :(very) funny
_backyard _garden

Oxford isa Iarge unlversﬂy and unlske most other

lat whn::h to study Students hv
also where they are superv»se

dnwersnty and a place that g:ves students degrees

I School m Amencan Enghsh is an formal word for
_university. Itis also used in both Brmsh and Amencan
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fWEveryday English

. There you are.
No need to call me sir.
| This is awesome!
. by the way
| How can you tell?
! Andyou are ...?

8 Work in pairs and answer the questions about
Everyday English.

I There you are. Is the porter (a) giving Janet
something, or (b) finding her name on the list?
2 No need to call me sir. Does this mean (a) she

1

o IRIDRES BRIV RE, B DB,
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51

* Talking about food

What's minestrone soup?

. What's it made with?

. It's made with ...

- What's in it?

‘yﬁ How is it cooked?

. It's baked / boiled / fried / cooked in ...
Y‘ What flavour ice cream do you have?

Saying what food you like or dislike
. It's delicious / tasty / spicy / hot!
. That sounds good.

8 Work in groups of three. Plan your own dinner party.

Student A Suggest inviting some people for
dinner.

Student B Agree with the suggestion.
Student C  Ask what you’ll make.

Student A
Student B
Student A

Student C

Suggest a special or a favourite dish.
Ask how it’s cooked.

Explain how it’s cooked.

Say that it sounds great. Ask what food
you need to buy.

VI
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Talking point
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Outside view
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® Developing critical thinking #:>], 5[S2E4 R
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Developing critical thi

6 Work in pairs and discuss the questions. j

1 Do you think shopping online will ever become
Z more popular than shopping in a mall?
| 2 What are the advantages and disadvantages of
shopping online?
3 Can you think of ways to avoid the disadvantages?
4 What might happen to shopping malls and high
street shops if shopping online becomes even |
more popular? ’,

\

e Listening to natural English, S8.45M55 kgl
BB SRR, TRAHE, BRES2EIERWT Jr5kems

Listening to natural English:
. identifying types of listening material
You'll hear English in many different types of listening:

® announcement * message

* advertisement * news bulletin
\ * conversation * interview
% * story or storyline * joke

* lecture or speech » documentary or report
All of these have certain distinctive features which

' include:

Listening in

P B R R ST kR, Btk
MAFRABER E8, M3k, HEESBER, &
HHRAD, EEEEMGE, AW tECA T SRR U
fEANZ FPTE I S1455]

Presentation skills

PAABITORS, WT IR R, 5SS AT
—JE ) presentation (NFKK LR, VHAME, BB
%), AMURHVHRRIERTS, RN X RIEHIE,

Giving a talk

In a talk, we'll be talking briefly about a number of
different subjects. Below are some phrases we can
use when moving on to a new subject. Similarly, when
- we end our talk, we can signal this by using certain
. phrases.
In any talk, particularly in a foreign language, it's
. natural to make mistakes or stumble over our words.
| Be prepared for this and don’t worry about it. Instead,
. smile and say something like, Sorry, Il say that again.
.~ This reassures listeners that we're in control and don't
mind making a mistake.

Finally, here are a few tips about our speaking style:
. * Don't try and speak too fast. It's much more
important to speak clearly so that our audience can
understand us.
- * Remember to speak loudly so that the people at the
back of the room can hear.
~ * Pause before we start a new subject.

Introducing a new subject
As for my husband, ...
With regard to children, ...
Regarding my home, ...
Correcting a mistake
! Sorry, I'll say that again.
I'll just rephrase that.
Let me start again.
Ending a talk
{ So there you have it — my ideal future family.
So now you know all about my ideal future family.
So that's it — my ideal future family.
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Pronunciation

1 Listen and repeat. Check () the words in which the
stressed syllable changes.

[] standardized
[] scenery

[} information
[] respected

[ ] inhabitant
[] survive

[] strength

[] nominated
[ ] responsible
[ ] autobiographical
[ ] published

[ ] separated
[] possible

standardization
scenic
informative
respectable
inhabit
survival
strengthen
nomination
responsibility
autobiography
publication
separation
possibility

Unit task

BERFAGRIEMABITHIE F MR AES
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UNIT TASK

Delivering a news bulletin

1 Work in small groups and prepare a short news
bulletin for radio.

* Make a list of events recently in the news.

* Choose four or five events to include in your
bulletin. Two or three should be important and
one or two should be interesting but unimportant.

* Discuss these events and make sure you agree on
the story in each case.

Unit file

CERRTERMNE T M, HEEEEE
MR

FUNCTIONS

Reporting speech

A woman reported (that) ...

The policeman suggested ...

The policeman told the thief (that) ...
The thief agreed to ...

Introducing the news

There is still no news of ...

Scientists claim (that) ...

Talking about habits

I mostly ...

I've got used to ...

I've got into the habit of ...

| spend too much time ...
Expressing preferences

| (much) prefer TV (to the radio).

| prefer watching TV (to listening to the radio).
| prefer to relax with a newspaper.

I'd rather read a newspaper (than read
news online).

e

UNITFILE
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Unit 9

Words of wisdom
P97

- Janet and Andy talk about their future plans P2
- Speculating about the future
. Making enthusiastic comments

Reassuring people

Starting a meeting
Criticizing
Conceding

Showing astonishment

Talking about self-esteem
Conceding
Making a strong point

Talking about vague amounts

Janet learns about the history of the Houses of

Parliament P62

- Clarifying and asking for clarification

Recommending
Saying how sure you are

Reporting thoughts, beliefs and opinions

Andy looks for a new flat P74
Talking about accommodation

Making comparisons

Complaining and criticizing
Giving warnings and making threats

Janet does an interview with an expert on buildings

P86
Thanking

Expressing willingness and unwillingness

Confirming and correcting

Talking about expectations and surprise

Janet learns to speak like a Londoner P98

Making small talk
Making offers

Showing understanding and lack of understanding

Showing indecision

Janet says goodbye P111
Giving positive opinions

on Activities P121

Talking about attitudes and relationships at work
. Janet and Andy discuss Charles Dickens P14

Talking about writers and writing
| Describing someone s behaviour
Calming people and responding

Janet and Joe go to a fashion show P26
Encouraging people to do things

Asking for and giving opinions

Janet and Andy discuss gender stereotyping P50 ‘Women in South

How to get a job P6
Listening to natural
English: sounding
confident

The reading habit P18
Listening to natural
English: rhetorical
questions

Street style P30

Korea P54

Queen Elizabeth I
P66

Homes in Britain P78

My kind of town P90

Communication is
what it’s all about
P102

Expect the
unexpected P114

The secret of success P&
Working lives P9

What did you think of ...?
P20 i

London, Oxford, Bath,
Yorkshire ... P21

Fashion or comfort? P32
The size zero debate P32

Has feminism gone too
far? P56

All in the brain? P57
Listening to natural
English: noticing the
degree of emphasis

On the high seas P68
Pompeii P69
Listening to natural
English:the use of the
word so

Living in my car P80
The boomerang generation
P80

Listening to natural
English: vague language

East meets West P92

The world’s most unusual
architecture P93
Listening to natural
English: agreeing and
disagreeing

Languages in danger
P104

When a dog wags its tail ...
P105

Survival at sea P116
Because it’s there ... P117
Listening to natural
English: formal and
informal register




Giving a talk P10 Intonation to express strong feelings and Making a life plan P12
Talking about personal abilities and preferences opinions, and to ask questions

Talking about professional skills

Giving a lecture P22
Giving an introduction
Giving an overview

Holding a debate P34
Correcting someone
Sounding moderate
Conceding

Quoting people and sources

Leading a formal discussion P58

Starting a discussion by agreeing on terms
Inviting opinions

Inviting a general agreement

Moving the conversation on

Presenting both sides of an argument P70
Agreeing

Stating that both views are important
Stating whether your opinion has changed

Giving a talk P82
Making superlative statements
Asking about meaning

»

Holding a debate P94

Referring to the previous speaker

Listing points made by the previous speaker
Presenting a different argument

Giving a talk P106

Invoking listeners’imagination
Expressing sadness for others
Speaking emphatically

Narrating an exciting adventure P118
Introducing an adventure
Describing the beginning of a trip

Describing physical reactions to Jrightening moments

Describing nature and animals
Talking about time

Words spelt with i

Linking sounds
Natural connected speech P11

Linking sounds
Unstressed words
Plosion P23

Common loan words from French
Consonant + you / your

Linking sounds

Sense groups P35

Sense groups P59

Unstressed words
Natural connected speech P71

Strong and weak pronunciation of 4
Natural connected speech
Sense groups P83

Natural connected speech
Stressed words
Unstressed words P95

Natural connected speech
Sense groups

Stressed words
Unstressed words P107

Words with similar sounds
Linking sounds
Sense groups P119

Preparing a top five list of
favourite things to read P24

Presenting a review of fashion
in China P36

Taking part in a television
programme P60

Acting out an important
moment in history P72

Role-playing an interview for
a flat-share P84

Presenting a design to a
committee P96

Writing a questionnaire and
report about learning English
P108

Holding a press conference
P120
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Starting point

1 Check () the ambitions you have for your life.

find a job

find a boyfriend / girlfriend
get married

have a baby

move to a large flat

get a master’s degree

learn another foreign language
work abroad

earn a lot of money

be happy

be healthy

become famous

buy a car

have more free time

travel abroad

buy my own house / flat
study for a PhD

LU0O000000ooooooon

Now number your ambitions in order of importance.

2 Work in pairs and discuss the questions.

1 Do you share the same ambitions?
2 Are they equally important to you both?
3 What do you need to do to achieve your ambitions?

Inside view

1 Look at the quotation and the photo, and

decide why Andy might say it to Janet.

When a man is tired of London, he is tired of
life; for there is in London all that life can
afford. Samuel Johnson

2 Think about Janet and Andy's ambitions for

the future. Which ones do you think they
have?

* go back to university
* go back to China

* getajob

* do my master’s

* leave London

* go to China

* live in London

* become a teacher

* work in publishing

* update my CV

* apply for a job at London Time Off
* look for jobs together

Now watch Conversation 1 and write J (Janet)
or A (Andy) next to the ambitions they mention.



3 Watch Conversation 1 again and check (v)
the true statements according to the clip.

[ ] 1 Samuel Johnson was tired of London.

[ ] 2 Janet plans to go back to China and
become a teacher.

[ 3 Andy plans to leave London and go to
China next year.

[ ] 4 Janet has no intention of staying in
London.

[ | 5 Neither of them has written a CV.

|| 6 Janet’s CV isn’t good enough to get a
job in publishing.

[ ] 7 Janet thinks she’s got a good chance of
getting a job at London Time Off.

|| 8 They talk about looking for work
together.

Nine to five Unit 1

4 Work in pairs and discuss the questions.

1

3
4
5
6

Have you ever been tired of your home town?

Have you ever thought of living in another city, or
another country?

Do you know what your plans are next year?

When was the last time you updated your CV?

What would be your ideal job in the future?

Do you think it would be a good idea to look for a job
together with a friend?

5 Now watch Conversation 2 and make notes about:

1
2

Joe’s past career
Andy’s future ambitions

6 Choose the best way to complete the sentences.

1

Andy probably likes working for London Time Off
because

(a) he wants to be a producer

(b) he could find work in the parent company

(c) he gets on well with Joe

(d) his roots are in London

____isajob for people starting out in the film and TV
industry.

(a) Producer

(b) Researcher

(c) Editor

(d) Gofer

Andy will probably leave London Time Offif .
(a) a producer’s job isn’t available

(b) he can’t have Joe’s job

(c) Joe and he can’t get along better

(d) he can go to the US and do media studies

Andy was probably going to ask Janet if .
(a) she’d like to have a drink with him

(b) she’s thirsty

(c) she’d like to go out with him

(d) she has any secrets



