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Preface

Qin xi lin

In the primitive world of humanity about ten thousand years ago, ev-
ery early stage civilization center created unique pottery culture one after
another, however, only diligent and intelligent Chinese people developed
pottery civilization into unrivalled and resplendent porcelain culture, which
is a great contribution to human civilization. From the proto-porcelain in
the Shang and Zhou Dynasties to the mature porcelain in the East Han
Dynasty, Chinese ancestors underwent the arduous exploration over nearly
one thousand years and in the end completed the great invention. In the
most periods of the history of ceramic development China claimed top
excellence in the world and enjoyed the highest reputation of j°the coun-
try of porcelainj+ both in the techniques and in the art. These countries
didnjt understand the mysterious techniques and methods of manufac-
turing porcelain by Chinese people and fired the true porcelain until the
10th century in Korea and the 17th century in Japan and as late as 18th
century in Europe.

For now, although some of the techniques of manufacturing porce-
lain traditionally in ancient China had been lost, its basic system remained
comparatively completely in some ancient ceramics-making areas like the
capital of porcelain Jingdezhen and the capital of pottery Yixing and some
other places where all kinds of traditional ceramic manufacturing with dis-
tinct national features, e.g. blue-and-white porcelain, famille rose porcelain,
colored glaze and buccaro ware still thrived and there were a big batch of
ceramists with exquisite skills who acted in accordance with tradition.

To take a panoramic view of the development history of Chinese
ceramics, the development of Chinese ceramics is a process of weeding
through the old to bring forth the new; incorporating things of diverse
nature and making progress with the times. Buddhism culture, Confucian
culture, Islamic culture and the culture of Chinese native country and so
on mingled and evolved extensive and profound ceramic culture of China.
Therefore we couldn't understand the traditional ceramic with biased and
narrow view. It doesn’t conform to ceramic development law to cling to
tradition obstinately. In fact, the ceramic works from traditional ceramists
we see today is quite different from the ancient works in both form and
content, but their spirit features and cultural connotation owned by Chi-
nese people can be traced to the same origin.

Contemporary ceramic, as a new member of Chinese ceramic, formed
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after importing foreign thoughts on the Western ceramic and had a cer-
tain influence as late as the mid-90s of the last century. The new variety
of ceramic developed rapidly because it corresponded to the present-day
peoplej’s spirit pursuit of liberating personality and going back to nature
and made a tremendous impact on the thoughts of Chinese traditional
ceramic art. As a matter of fact, traditional ceramic and contemporary
ceramic donj't have the fundamental difference; both are struggling for
the vigorous growth of Chinese ceramic. Any prejudice and bias are harmful
to the overall development of Chinese ceramics. Of course, we have been
high-spirited to see that present-day Chinese ceramics has been in the
satisfactory situation of cooperating between traditional ceramic and con-
temporary ceramic.

With the upswing in the ceramic career of China over these recent
years, it becomes a new issue of great importance facing us at present
how to provide solid and effective ceramic education. Although a batch of
famous specialists and scholars have made great efforts to compile sev-
eral excellent textbooks these years, the situation of a shortage of excel-
lent textbooks still exists. Now | am gratified that another brand-new set of
textbooks appeared before me. Their contents are so detailed and
accurate; their pictures are so superb; especially the examples from so
many accomplished masters and experts are collected into a single set of
textbooks, which is still for the first time in the textbooks of the same kind
as far as | know that the set of textbooks can be rated as consummate
ones. So obviously the compilers are diligent and have really given much
thought to promote the education level of Chinese ceramics. Their ardu-
ous work and outstanding achievements are worth positive assessments
because the set of textbooks will surely improve and enhance the ceramic
educational textbooks and drive positively the ceramic education of China.

Deputy Chief of the Light- Industry Union in China

Honorary President of Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute

Professor

Supervisor of Ph. D Candidates %
Great Master of Arts and Crafts:
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