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Preface

It is well-known that reading practice is an effective method
to improve one’s proficiency in a foreign language. For stu-
dents of Chinese as a foreign language, learning how to
read Chinese is essential to the process of getting familiar
with Chinese words. To become effectively literate, one
needs to have a command of about 3000 to 5000 Chinese
words. However, for students of Chinese as a foreign lan-
guage to get acquainted with such a large amount of Chinese
vocabulary is quite a significant burden. Due to the different
cultural background and languge barrier, they have unim-
aginable difficulty in reading Chinese novels as well. But
students are eager to read in Chinese no matter how limit-
ed their Chinese vocabulary is. The author once taught in
the Chinese Language Department of Venice University
and found that the students needed some simple Chinese
materials to improve their reading ability. Graded Chi-
nese Readers are such simplified works designed for stu-
dents of Chinese as a foreign language. It aims to simplify
the short stories and novellas of the famous Chinese con-
temporany writers into brief articles with less than three
thousand words. The main purpose of Graded Chinese



Readers is to help students to improve their reading com-
prehension. Graded Chinese Readers can be useful both

inside and outside the classroom.

Clarity, readability and language practicability are charac-
teristics of the selected short stories and novels. Some are
prize-winning works. The stories describe Chinese people’s
lives and various social changes happened in the last thir-
ty years in China. Therefore, students of Chinese as a for-
eign language can gain a better knowledge of the every-
day life of Chinese people through the literary works and
some important contemporary Chinese writers. In order
to help readers to have a better comprehension of these
works, there is a “Guide to reading” before each story,
and after each there are some questions based on the story

and a brief introduction to the writer.

Graded Chinese Reader 1 and Graded Chinese Reader 2
have already been published. Graded Chinese Reader 3
is the third book of the Graded Chinese Readers series.
The vocabulary of Graded Chinese Reader 3 is limited to
about 1000 basic Chinese words and is based on the 1033

Chinese words defined as basic vocabulary in the first



level ( ¥ 4814 L ) of the Chinese Proficiency Test ( iX3&
K-F#% ). About 870 words of Graded Chinese Reader
3 are selected from the 1033 words of the first level, and
about 130 more basic words are added to the vocabulary
of Graded Chinese Reader 3. In order to help readers to
look up the basic 1000 words, a vocabulary list is included
at the end of the book. |

In Graded Chinese Reader 3, the most common words
are used, and appear frequently for students to memorize.
The sentences are reasonably short, and complex sentenc-
es are avoided. In each story, for some key or difficult words,
idioms and difficult sentences, notes and examples are given
at the side of each page. Pinyin is also shown so that stu-
" dents can review and memorize the pronunciation of Chi-
nese words and more easily look them up in a diction-
ary. In order to improve the listening comprehension
of students of Chinese as a foreign language, CDs in MP3
format are included with each book. In addition, the sto-
ries are illustrated with pictures, which can help students
to understand the stories better. In summary, the aims of
Chinese Graded Reader 3 are to further reduce the diffi-

culty of Chinese reading, to enlarge the reader’s vocabu-



lary, and to improve Chinese reading and listening ability.

The author would like to thank the College of Foreign
Languages of Southwest Jiaotong University and Sinolin-
gua for their sincere support; Professor Abbiati Magdar
of the Chinese Language Department of Venice Univer-
sity for her valuable ideas when I prepared for the book;
all the Chinese contemporary writers for their permission
to adapt their works in the book; my editor, Fu Mei, for
her constructive suggestions and her sincere help; and my
friends Peter Moon and Pat B arrows for their suggestions
and proofreading of the English part of the book. I would
also like to thank all of the many other people who helped

me directly or indirectly in the development of this book.

Constructive suggestions about Graded Chinese Readers
from colleagues and Chinese as a foreign language stu-
dents are sincerely welcome. We hope that Graded Chi-
nese Readers are helpful to CFL students and readers.
Contact me at: shiji0612@126.com
Shi Ji
August 29, 2008
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Guide to reading:

This story was written by the highly regarded mod-
ern writer Zhang Jie ( 7k 7 ) . It takes place in Beijing
around 1979 and reflects the lives and spiritual pursuits of
common people. A young and pretty female conductor on
the plate No. 1176 bus, is warm, polite, and serious in her
job. Her beauty attracts a number of young men. Among
them are two who treat her differently, one is called Shi
Yanan ( # ¥ % ) and the other is Wu Huan ( & 3k ) .
They both have favourable living conditions and feel su-
perior to others. They make a return trip by this bus every
day. Shi and Wu are curious about the girl and her work.
Wu sometimes helps her and sometimes offends her, but
whatever he does, the girl is always polite and humble.
Gradually Shi comes to respect her more and more, while
Wu wants to demonstrate his superiority and thus hurts
her. However, none of this influences the girl and her
work. In time Shi finds that the girl is pure, honest, and

noble, with a mind capable of writing beautiful poetry. In
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contrast, both he and his friend seem small and mean. Fi-
nally, he realizes that the girl has a nobler mind than both
of them, but Wu Huan still indulges in self admiration.
The story reveals that happiness and dignity in life de-
pends on one’s spiritual nature, not on material posses-

sions and superficiality.
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