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Abstract

Educational modernity is a concept which depicts the
modern education, It is also a kind of cultural value and a
prescription of thinking manner which mainly characters re-
flective critic. It is connected with educational moderniza-
tion , and they are not the same thing. Educational moder-
nity assume to individual-centered, which is different from
educational pre-modernity adopted the social-centered. Its
main tropism is reason, Individual subject nature or individ-
ual liberty . In the article, Individual subject nature is re-
ferred to consciousness, independence, single, self-disci-
pline, positive, self-determination, selectivity, transcend-
ence of individual. Its precondition is self-consciousness.
And only by the premise, an individual can get its subject
nature. Only after an individual come into being his self-
consciousness, its individual subject nature can engender.

Educational rationality and its reason are closely con-
nected, and the anterior is changing with the latter. Objec-
tive reason or outer authority is considered as the rationality
base of educational pre-modernity. Although the trend is
evidence in the education of ancient Greece and middle-ages

of the western world, the subjective tendency of objective
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reason is fairly nakedness. After Revival of learning, Reli-
gious Reformation and Enlightenment movement in the
Western world, the base of educational rationality has shif-
ted from objective reason to subjective reason. During the
transfer process, the reason, the individual subjective na-
ture, or the individual liberty have been formed, and have
been sound established. It has become the universal educa-
tional faith to culture the new individual which has the rea-
son and liberty. At the same time, science has been atta-
ched importance in education. Kant is the most important
and greatest thinker in educational modernity. His thinking
enlightenment in educational modernity made the education
apart from education pre-modernity, based the whole foun-
dation of individual subject nature of educational modernity
in ideology, made the view of knowledge of educational mo-
dernity established, and made the thought of science experi-
ment in education embedded.

However, Educational rationalization and its reason gave
birth to the crisis. And educational modernity has promoted the
development of individual subject nature, and work the effect of
anti-subject nature. So its development is a paradox. The struc-
ture of the paradox can be understand from these ways, such as
the conflict of educational reason and the educational whole spir-
it, the tool’s rationality and the value rationality, objective effect
and subjective effect, the trend of production and the trend of
possession of subjective, to be subject and to be subjected, per-
sonality and average, reason and sensibility. Because of the
reason’s exclusion, abruption, control, non- creativity and no
criticism, educational modernity leads to its paradox. The crisis

can analyses from the perspective of meta-theory of rationality.




Rationality is a evaluation conception, its essential prescription
has the criterion, logic identity, relativity, social history, speci-
fication, reason, practical rationality and the degree of rationali-
ty. From the degree of rationality, the educational modernity
has partial rationality. From the history, logic identity , reason
and practice of rationality, educational modernity has rationali-
ty. But the absolution and subjectivity of reason have not made
reason as the educational modernity’s rationality warrant. It is
impossible to make the reason as a tool to define the rationality
of educational modernity.

Because of reason overstep or its authority, education pro-
duced the contradiction of the frame within education. This is
one of the main issues which the western contemporary educa-
tion are faced with. Unlike the western world, Chinese educa-
tional modernity is faced to its special history situation. Al-
though the idea of the universal educational modernity has been
introduced for a long time, the complex of nationalism-centered
made the development of educational modernity faced with these
grave conflict between it and the education pre-modernity in Chi-
na. It is the complex that made the educational modernity don’t
come into being, and don’t become the accepted culture, that is,
the structure of mind or the cultural spirit of education. It is not
accepted the idea that education should develop the students’ in-
dividual subject nature. Educational modernity is just a suspen-
ding thing in the space of Chinese cultural educational value.
Therefore, the enlightenment and development of educational
modernity take on the practical rationality, in both social history
practice and educational practice. So we appeal the rational
course of educational modernity is that we should carry out the

principle of individual subject nature, of individual right, of rea-




son and of differentiation. In the educational cultural scene faced
with multi- words and combination, we appeal educational mo-
dernity. The rationality of reflective and critics lie in vindicating
educational modernity as the start, and reflecting the paradox of
educational modernity and the traditional education. On the base
of strengthening consciousness of Chinese own educational mo-
dernity, we appeal shape the consciousness of cross-cultural re-
flective. We should reflect and put in order educational non-mo-
dernity when we prevent from the negative effect of globalization
to education. After differentiating and analyzing the relationship
of post-modernity educational thought and educational moderni-
ty, we should distinguish the fitness of post-modernity educa-
tional thought. And we should criticize in way toward both the
outside and the inside .

Educational modernity develop in china by the structure
of paradox too. So when we make the educational modernity
plentiful develop in china, we should restraint the effect of
anti-subject nature of educational modernity. We should
surmount the education pre-modernity as well as educational
modernity which is considered the subject reason as its ra-
tional base. We should promote the development, especially
on its pins, of individual subject nature. Achieving these
double surmount. educational modernity should make the
new reason as its rational base. From static state, the new
reason is made of reason spirit containing multi-idiosyncratic
quality; From dynamic-being state, the new reason is made

of communicative reason and complex reason.
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