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(’REFACE

China has a distinguished history and tradition of medicine and increasing centers of excellence in neurosurgery.
Thus,I am very pleased that Elsevier has created this special publication of the 5" Edition of Youmans Textbook of

Neurological Surgery for China. I hope that my neurosurgical colleagues in China found the information in this edition

helpful in providing care to their patients.

Neurological surgery is a dynamic field,but one that is built on and sustained by the broad shoulders of earlier scien-
tific discoveries and clinical experiences. The fifth edition of Neurological Surgery reflects this ever-changing disci-
pline and combines what is“new” with that which is not only“old,” but enduring. Thus,the latest volume reflects the
breadth and complexity of neurosurgery at the beginning of the 21 century in China and elsewhere around the globe.

This edition continues the original intent of the first' and subsequent texts edited by Julian Youmans.

This edition has been radically restructured to reflect the ever-changing nature of our discipline. The initial section is
focused on the key basic science areas and associated clinical disciplines,the knowledge of which is a necessity for
the rational practice of neurosurgery. Subsequent sections reflect the mixture of time-tested information and new ad-
vances n the areas of oncology,vascular system,epilepsy,functional , pain, pediatrics , peripheral nerve,radiation ther-
apy and radiosurgery ,spine,and trauma. Each section begins with a consideration of general features and historical
background that allows the reader to place in context the advances within each section. There then follow chapters
dealing with basic scientific information and advances relevant to each area,whereas the subsequent topics within
each section weal with clinical advances and surgical techniques. Thus,in all sections,we have added a wealth of

new horizontally and vertically integrated information.

The overall aim of each section reflects the unifying goal of the entire book: to provide comprehensive knowledge of
disorders and surgery of the nervous system to the student,whether that “student” is a junior resident or an experi-
enced practitioner. Moreover,I hope that future physicians dealing with surgery of the nervous system,whether they

are mechanical or biological surgeons,’will value the information contained in this text.

It is self-evident that these volumes represent the diligent work of many individuals. I enthusiastically express my ap-
preciation to the authors of each chapter,and the Section and Deputy Editors as well as the editorial staff of Saun-
ders/Elsevier publication. Their collective contributions are truly the broad shoulders upon which future care and ad-

vances in Neurosurgery will stand.

H. Richard Winn,MD

Editor-in-Chief

Professor of Neurological Surgery and Neuroscience
Mount Sinai School of Medicine ,New York ,New York
December 5,2008

" Youmans JR: Neurological Surgery. Philadelphia, WB Saunders,1973 ,pp xvii-xviii.
> Winn HR,Howard MA: The next 100 years of neurosurgery. Lancet 354 (Suppl): 36,1999.
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