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Chapter One Introduction

Canton is a famous port of foreign trade in Chinese history. During the Tang and Song Dynasties, overseas
merchants from India, Persia, Arab and other countries added splendor to the history of this city. Since the 16"
Century, the Portuguese from the Atlantic Ocean took the lead, followed by the Spanish, Dutch, English and French
merchants ,in settling in the port of Canton. European vessels berthed at Huangpu Port, with their flags blowing in
front of the Foreign Houses (factories). The port of Canton in the Qing Dynasty revived its glory in the
international trade.

From the “overseas merchants” in the Tang and Song Dynasties to the “western merchants” in the Ming and
Qing Dynasties, Canton witnessed the change of millennium in world trade. Huaiyuan Yi used to be the population
place for foreign merchants, while the blocks of Thirteen Hongs were the venue of activities for the western
merchants with “deep eyes and high noses.” The change of trading partners linked Canton with even more remote
nations in the world. They were so far away from China that for a long period of time, they remained a mystery to
Chinese. The merchants of these countries contacted with China,the kingdom of the sons of Heaven during Ming
and Qing Dynasties-in different ways. Though these merchants were all “foreign ghosts™ in the eyes of the Chinese,
they were very different in their ways of running business and communicating with the Chinese. In view of these
differences, the Chinese used different terms to describe these “foreign merchants”, e.g., the overwhelming British
merchants were considered “indocile”, the newly arrived promising Americans were “quasi-docile”, while the once-
prosperous Portuguese merchants were described as “slump merchants” when China was under the rule of Qianlong,
the fifth emperor of the Qing Dynasty. We should not limit our observation to the countries which have been often
mentioned in Chinese documents. In the mid-1700s when Canton’s foreign trade reached its prime, merchants from
many other European countries were also very active at this port, including France in the Age of Enlightenment,
Denmark, the motherland of the Little Mermaid, Holland, the nation of windmills and Sweden who was then
competing with the emerging Russia. The merchants from these countries were all frequenters of the Canton port.

Among the Scandinavian countries, Sweden kept the closest commercial relationship with Canton in Qing
Dynasty. The Swedish merchants, who observed the laws and regulations of Canton, were believed “docile” by the
officials. Different from the American and British merchants, the Swedes did not export large amount of opium to
Canton, nor did they participate in commercial wars against the Qing Dynasty. The Swedish merchants laid down
the foundation for friendly exchanges between China and Sweden. The history of trade between Canton and Sweden
reveals how Canton established trade relations with Sweden, a remote country at that time, in the hlstoncal perlod
of the formation of world market. Both China and Sweden played their due roles in such a historical p
is an old Chinese saying which goes: “Reviewing what you have learned and hemmg amw" Revnew‘fx%’
helps us to envisage the future. ;
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In documents recorded in Qing Dynasty, Swe-
den was called “the Country of Rui”. In Chinese, “rui”
means auspicious. The translation of Sweden into
Chinese was different from those of England and
France, which were transliteration of their English
names. Generally, when a vessel of a country first
arrived in China, it would have to report its country’s
name to the local government who would then decide
its Chinese translation which would be carried on. For
people in Qing Dynasty, the name “the Country of
Rui” sounded more pleasant and was more auspicious
than Chinese translations of America and France.
Obviously, the Swedish merchants had left a good
impression on the Chinese when they first arrived in
China.

Like most European countries and regions, it
was the East India Company of Sweden that started
the trade relations between Sweden and China. Swe-
den set up its East India Company on June 14", 1731.
On-March 7", 1732, the company’s first vessel to
Canton sailed from Gothenburg. From then on till 1806,

I. Swedes made their presence in China

the company organized 132 trips to Asia, three of
which were to India and the rest were to Canton. It can
be concluded from these records that Canton and
Gothenburg were two important trading ports of China
and Sweden and that the close relationship between
the two cities was of long standing.

The first Swedish merchant ship to Canton
“Friedericus Rex Sueciz” was named after the then
Swedish king . The captain of the ship was Colin
Campbell who was appointed as the plenipotentiary
to the China Empire by the King. Campbell was a
Scottish merchant who once worked for the English
East India Company and had been to India. After join-
ing the Ostend Company, he had been to Canton sev-
eral times as supercargo of the company. With his
trading experience in Canton and his knowledge of voy-
ages to Asia, Campbell, who was appointed by the
Swedish East India Company to be responsible for
trade-related issues, was the ideal choice for the cap-
tain of the first merchant ship to Canton.

o |
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1.The choice of Canton

The first voyage of “Friedericus Rex Suecia” to |
Canton was also mentioned in Chinese documents. !

As recorded by A General Research on the Docu-

ments of the Great Qing Dynasty Sweden “started to |

trade (here) since the tenth year of Yongzheng’s rule
(1732) and the trade continued year after year. At the
end of spring and at the beginning of summer, the
Swedish came to Canton by way of Bocca Tigris to

trade their products such as black lead, raw wool,
wine and raisin for such items as tea leaves and
porcelain. They usually would stay till winter came”.
It can be drawn from above that trading trips by Swed-
ish merchant ships to Canton were of long-term na-
ture and uninterrupted. Then what was the motiva-
tion behind their trips to Canton? It was the rich and
generous return that they obtained from their trade in
Canton.

At the end of Ming Dynasty and the beginning
of Qing Dynasty, Canton and its surrounding areas
were in turmoil. After it took over the area, the Qing
government executed iron-handed control over the
activities at sea. The marine ban started in the Ming
Dynasty was further strengthened. In order to cut off
the connection between the coastal areas and abroad,
the Qing government implemented the policy of
boundary-shifting, i.e., people living in the coastal
areas were ordered to migrate to the hinterland. Dur-
ing these twenty years, the normal foreign trade in the
Canton port was forced to stop. However, its con-
nection with the outside world was not completely
severed. Canton could still carry on its foreign trade

I s R S SR, T e S e S

through two different channels. One was the tribute
trade. The vassal states of Qing government did not
stop paying tributes during the marine ban. Envoys of

other countries such as Siam came to pay tribute by
way of Canton. In addition, Portugal, Holland and
other countries also sent envoys to China to discuss
trade issues under the name of paying tributes. There-
fore trading activities under the name of paying trib-
utes brought trading opportunities for Canton. Second,
Macao was the outer port of Canton. Except for a
brief period of trade breakdown, it had maintained its
connection to the outside world during this period.
The Qing government regarded permission of Macao
to continue its foreign trade as an example of its policy
of “placating the remote foreign countries”. Under these
special circumstances, Canton actually kept its con-
tact with the outside world. During the marine ban
period, for the rich profits of foreign trade, the Pinnan
Seigniors, Shang Kexi and Shang Zhixin who were fa-
ther and son and who were in charge of Canton, con-
nived at their subordinates’ wanton smuggling activi-
ties to amass wealth.
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After the marine ban, the Qing government soon
set up Guangdong Customs Office in Canton Hoppo,
which marked the return of foreign trade in Canton to
the right path. In the late 17" century when Canton,
Xiamen and Ningbo were once again opened to the
western merchants, Canton was not the most attrac-
tive spot for these merchants. Xiamen had for a long
time been the favorite choice of the Dutch and a port
the British frequented from 1670 to 1680. Therefore
when the marine ban was first lifted, Xiamen became
the first choice for the western merchants to anchor
their ships. From 1684 to 1699, there were altogether
nine ships that entered the Xiamen port, but only one
in Macao. According to the British, in the late 17%
century, Canton still discriminated against them. The
reasons were that the Portuguese wanted to keep their
monopoly and that the British wanted to force into
the port, which angered the local government. More
important was that the market in Canton was not yet
stable. At all events, the Canton port was ignored.
However, it was not long before Canton returned to
its prosperity.

From about 1720s, most of trade between China
and European merchant ship were conducted in Canton.
These European countries include the Great Britain,
France, Holland, the Holy Roman Empire (the
Ostend Company ), Portugal and so on. The British
East India Company with a history of 100 years was
gradually throwing its weight around. In order to find

|
|

a stable trading base in China, the company sent ships
to different ports such as Macao, Xiamen, Zhoushan
(Ningbo) and Canton at the turn of the 17" century.
The British found that Dinghai in Zhoushan port “was

! just a small market for local business. Most merchants
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I
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! trade in Ningbo of the inland. Dinghai was a station far

away from the center where the Chinese came specifi-
cally to do business with Britain”. Since it was far
away from the central market, Zhoushan was not an
ideal choice for a trading base. As for Xiamen, “it was
not a big trading market whose merchants could not
even protect themselves; the British managers were at
the will of a group of tyrannies who were only after

" o B T
Tkt

immediate interests.” In 1704, two British merchant
ships Loyal Cooke and Herne stayed in Xiamen for
five months without conducting trade and finally left
sulkily. In 1714, Anne, a vessel of the English East
India company was stranded in the Xiamen port for
16 months due to Anti-Pirates Decrees. No wonder
that the British managers held grudges against the trading
conditions in Zhoushan and Xiamen.

Canton had a long history of conducting foreign
trade whose merchants were experienced in dealing
with the foreign merchants. As observed by the Brit-
ish and other European merchants, the officials of
Canton were more pragmatic and willing to allow the
foreign merchants to trade in the port for their own
gains. Creating difficulties for the foreign merchants

~; was relatively rare here. Moreover, the hinterland of
' the Canton port was wide and the Pearl River Delta

market was developed. It was a better choice than
Xiamen and Zhoushan as a foreign trade port. As a
result, the East India companies of Britain, Holland
and France gradually turned their trading focus in China
to the Canton port. Canton became the most impor-
tant marine port of trade between the Qing govern-
ment and the European countries. Though the Qing
government did not forbid in writing the western mer-
chant ships to go to Xiamen and Zhoushan, these ports
had in reality lost their appeal. In 1732 when the Swed-
ish “Friedericus Rex Sueci®” first sailed to China, it
chose to call at the Canton port, which was in accor-
dance with the specific situation of China’s foreign

| trade.
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The Portrait of Colin Campell,
painted by Johan Joakim Stveng

2.The Establishment of the
Swedish East India Company

Like most European countries, the efforts of the
Swedish to go to Asia and reap the fruits of trade
started with the East India Company which had the
First Charter issued by the state. The so-called “East
India” referred to the area east of the Cape of Good
Hope “discovered” by the European explorers, including
East Africa and its coastal areas, the Red Sea region,
India, the Malay Archipelago, China and Japan. It
was clear that astronomical profits could be gained in
such a large area. Accordingly, many European
countries, unwilling to lag behind, set up their own
East India Companies. The Swedish East India Com-
pany was set up in 1731, more than 100 years later
than the famous English East Indian Company and the
Dutch East India Company. Its neighbor the Kingdom
of Denmark set up its East India Company in 1616.
There were reasons why Sweden set up its East India
Company so late.

In the early 17" century when the East India
Companies of many European countries were reaping
profits from their trade in Asia, Sweden had devel-
oped into a power in North Europe from a small
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| country. Almost all the important ports around the |
Baltic Sea were controlled by Sweden. In 1620, thanks
to the suggestion made by the Holland merchants who
were engaged in trade in the Baltic Sea to the Swedish
king, the port city Gothenburg which was modeled on
Amsterdam was built in the coastal area in the western
part of Sweden. From then on, the Swedish fleet could
sail directly from Gothenburg to the European market.
At this time, all was ready for establishing the East
India Company except what was crucial. However,
| just when Sweden drew out the Charter for establish-
I ing the East India Company and was ready to realize
| their ambitions, the Thirty-Years-War broke out. All
| resources were put into the war and the plan of estab- |
lishing the East India Company was grounded.
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The Privileginm granting Henrik Koénig the

"right to all Swedish trade and shipping in
the Cape of Good Hope
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GATEWAY OF SINO-SWEDEN MARINE TRADE
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