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Preface

mark the 10" anniversary of the founding of Chinese Women’s

TO Research Society , The Collection of Women’s Studies as the society’s
official publication‘prcsents this anthology, whose importance lies in highlighting
the development of gender mainstreaming in China’s transition and of women’s/
gender studies in China.

While Chinese economy grew rapidly in the context of globalization in the
past ten years, democratization, the rule of law, safeguarding livelihoods and
promoting equity have become key focuses of building a harmonious socialist
society. Gender mainstreaming has advanced in strides as the amendment of the
Law for the Protection of Women’s Rights and Interests for the first time establishes
legally the equality between men and women as a state principle. The 11™ Five
Year Plan has also incorporated women’s development as part of China’s goals of
social economic development. There has, moreover, been steady progress in
gender mainstreaming. Such progress is made possible by the emphasis of the
Party, the government and the persistent efforts of women’s organizations as well
as advocacy based on quality research by women’s/gender researchers.

Chinese Women’s Research Society has made efforts to promote recognition
of women’s/gender studies as part of social science research and mainstream

academic disciplines and to translate results of women’s/gender research into social
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practice. The Collection of Women’s Studies has become a key vehicle to publish
women’s/gender research results, marking the widening of perspectives of
women’s/gender studies, diversification of research topics, improvement in
research methods and growth in the number of researchers. To highlight the
leading results of women’s/gender research, the editorial department of The
Collection of Women’s Studies at the Women’s Research Institute of the Al China
Women’s Federation in the past few years published The Review on the Chinese
Women’s Studies in 1995 — 2005: Response to the Beijing Platform for Action, The
Theory and Practice of Women’s Origanizations in China, and Gender Equality and Law
Research and Solutions, which included articles in related fields. As an addition to
the series of publications, this anthology has selected some outstanding articles from
The Collection of Women’s Studies from 2005 to 2009 in order to reflect on progress
made in the past five years in the theory and practice of women’s/gender research.
It is also intended to contribute to the annual Conference of Chinese Women’s
Research Society on Gender and Social Transformation: Global, Transnational and
Local Realities and Perspectives to be held in Beijing in July, 2009, marking the
tenth anniversary of the founding of Chinese Women’s Research Society.

The anthology includes 90 articles in areas of women’s/gender theoretical
research and disciplinary development research, legal and policy analysis for the
promotion of gender equality and women’s advancement, research on the theory
and practice of developing women’s organizations, women and combating
poverty, women and education, women and health, violence against women and
harassment, women’s employment and income, women’s political participation,
women and media, elderly women, and gender equality and women’s
development in the family. These articles demonstrate that researchers have paid
close attention to the areas of concerns to women listed by the Beijing Platform for
Action and developed deeper reflections on issues still existing in the cause of gender
equality and women’s advancement in China. Such reflections are particularly
concentrated in the area of legal and policy analysis and show that researchers have
scholarly insights and humanist approaches, and have, most of all, contributed to

the knowledge of building a harmonious society.
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