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A Brief Account of New Enamels

New enamels, called foreign
enamels before liberation, is a
new variety of overglaze painting
decoration passed on to China in
the late Qing Dynasty. New enam-
els and traditionally famille rose,
antique colors constitute the main
forms of overglaze painting deco-
ration of China. In the periods of
late Qing Dynasty and Republic
of China, pigments for new enam-
els were imported from the foreign
countries and styles of new enam-
els painting were also to imitate
Western painting mainly with flat
brushes as the painting tool. The
mainstream of overglaze painting
decoration at that time was still
famille rose, with it to be painted
on imitation antique porcelain and
new enamels were not paid atten-
tion to. Jingdezhen set up a chemi-
cal plant for porcelain in order to
meet the requirements of produc-
tion in large batches in the 50s of
last century when New China was

founded and began to produce
pigment and paper transfer for
new enamels by itself. From then
on, new enamels entered its de-
velopment stage.

Pigments for new enamels
are compounded by hand. New
enamels have so many outstand-
ing advantages that those of
famille rose and antique colors
don’t compare with. The advan-
tages of new enamels are as
follows: 1. Wide range of firing
temperature, high rate of finished
products and low cost; 2. Rich
varieties of pigments, stable and
bright colors, more and richer col-
ors can be formed by mixing pri-
mary colors in the right proportion;
3. Little change of color after fir-
ing and so it's convenient to con-
trol the artistic effect after firing
directly; 4. It's easy and simple to
operate new enamels and new
enamels can adapt to many paint-
ing methods such as tracing,
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spraying, smearing, splashing
and even the method of painting
with fingers and so on; besides, it
can be used to imitate many paint-
ing forms such as traditional Chi-
nese painting, watercolor
painting, oil painting, etc. Com-
pared with other colored-drawing
forms, new enamels has wider in-
novative room.

Nowadays new enamels is
used widely in the manufacture of
all kinds of daily porcelain wares
and artistic porcelain wares. Com-
pared with famille rose which it is
difficult to operate and easy to
have a crack on the painting sur-
face of, new enamels is more suit-
able for the beginners to learn.

Owing to the historical bias,
people looked down upon new
enamels over a long period of
time and thought that it couldn't
appeal to refined taste and
couldn't be mentioned in the same
breath with famille rose. However,
with maturer skills and richer
methods of using new enamels
and ceramic masters themselves’
using new enamels, its advan-
tages appeared more and more
clearly. For now new enamels has
begun to occupy a principal posi-
tion among the forms of overglaze
painting decoration and made a
tremendous impact on traditional
famille rose.
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