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Fresh water is one of the most precious elements to the life on earth. The
most important factor determining the format of the 21 century is to see
which country has sufficient water resources. Water means life, water

means wealth, and water means national strength.

At present over 100 countries in the world are facing the shortage of water,
among which 26 countries are experiencing a severe water shortage, 40% of

the world population is suffering from the water shortage.

China is a large country in terms of water resources, at the same time it is
a country with a severe shortage of water. Of the 600 cities in China, 400
cities are witnessing a under supply of water, among which 130 are in a
severe shortage of water. Nationwide the dry area that lacks water covers
over 20 provinces, municipalities and regions (of which 18 are nearing or
on the verge of severe water shortage, 10 provinces, municipalities and
regions are below the minimum requirement). The total area spreads about
5 million square kilometers, accounting for 52% of the total land area of
China, and 64% of China’ s arable land. The people suffering the water

shortage accounts for 45% of the national population.

Hainan has a total of 31.9 billion cubic metres of fresh water resources. The
per capita water resources is 4293 cubic metres, which is higher than the
national average of 2700 cubic metres, but less than half of the world
average. Hainan’ s water is good in quality, but by 2003 a total of 2153
villages or 596 thousand people were still having difficulty in accessing
sufficient drinking water. Hainan is an independent insular water system,
whose water resources will ultimately limit its sustainable development. Active

and effective countermeasures and means should be adopted.

In this extensive water resource system, there is a shortage of fresh water
resources. An active method for relieving the water crisis is to treasure water,
treat water well, protect water as well as eliminate water pollution and
eliminate water waste, and to nurture a new harmonious relationship between

people and water.
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