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The Sanxingdui Sites was discovered in 1931, also said to have been discovered in 1929. If according to the latter, this book
was published on the eightieth anniversary of the discovery. Because the finder, a farmer called Yan Daocheng who had no
archaeological background and hid the striking discovery on purpose, the outside didn’t know anything about it.

Two years later, the American experts in West China Union University Museum learnt about this discovery and started to dig
based on the clues provided by the finder. They dug about two meters deep until the immature soil and found some pottery pieces.
But they had no ideas about the people who made them and the time when the pieces were made. Then they took the pieces to the
world-famous historian on ancient history research, Guo Moruo from Sichuan. Guo Moruo, with his keenly professional insight,
saw the significant meaning of the discovery and made highly comments on it. However, in China then, the theory and the practice
of field archacology from western countries just began. Moreover, the archacology community and the society paid great attention
to the great discovery in Anyang by the Central Research Institute. The discovery near Chengdu, far away from Central China,
didn’t arouse the attention of the national academe and the society, except that it was reported by the local newspaper and known
by the local readers. During the next twenty years, no one talked about this discovery maybe because the foreign experts didn’t
reach their expectation or due to the long-term instability of Chinese society in these years.

While the scholars in Sichuan didn’t overlook this discovery, moreover, they remember this place. In 1953 after the foundation
of the Cultural Relics Management Committee of Sichuan (the predecessor of Sichuan Provincial Cultural Relics Research
Institute), researchers headed for Sanxingdui to make surveys. In the following thirty years, because of different reasons, the
research was interrupted sometimes. The archaeologists in Sichuan had strong faith in Sanxingdui and caught every chance to go
on with the research in Sanxingdui. Years of hard work finally got paid by the series of discoveries after 1980.

In 1980, large areas of cultural layers were excavated.

In 1986, two large sacrifice pits were excavated.

In 1988, the ancient city of the Shang Dynasty about 4 square kilometers with its eastern, western and southern city walls were
excavated.

In 1997, Rensheng Tombs of late Neolithic Age were excavated.

In 2005, the basement site of a large building was unearthed in highland in the city.

In 2007, it was made certain that Sanxingdui Sites has a history of 5000 years and the cultural accumulation about 2000 years.
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Looking back from now, the non-professional discovery eighty years ago drew the curtain of the great discoveries of the ancient
Shu Culture represented by Sanxingdui. Among these discoveries, the most important ones are the discoveries since 1980. It is
because of these discoveries that Sanxingdui becomes the most important site except the Shang Dynasty Ruins in Anyang and one
of the most important archaeological discoveries in the last one hundred years in China.

Following the discoveries were the large quantities of unearthed relics.

It is said that Yan Daocheng has found two or three hundred pieces of jade wares. Today only about twenty pieces are left
in Sichuan University Museum and The Sichuan Provincial Museum. The rest of them are missing. The collection in Sichuan
University Museum has been introduced twice. The collection of Sichuan Provincial Museum(collected in Sanxingdui, possibly
found by Yan Daocheng) has been published in “The Thesis Collection of International Forum on Jade Wares in East Asia”
edited by The Chinese University of Hong Kong in 1998. The digging information of West China Union University has been
published in “Journal of the West China Border Research Society”, but the unearthed pottery wares have been lost, only some jade
wares stored in Sichuan University Museum. In 1963, Sichuan University dug in Sanxingdui. In the 1990s, the staff of 1963 wrote
articles to recall the digging.

Above mentioned are the unearthed relics and the research papers from the time when Sanxingdui was discovered to the time
before the ending of the “Cultural Revolution”. Some of the unearthed relics have been lost and the relics in the museums were
gathered, whose reliability needs proving. Therefore, the relics in this album refer to the relics excavated in Sanxingdui by Sichuan
Archaeological Research Institute since 1980 as well as the gathered ones in Sanxingdui Sites by Sichuan Archaeological Research
Institute and Guanghan Archaeological Institute.

In 1987 the digging information of 1981has been published in the “Archaeology Journal”.

In “Sanxingdui Sacrifice Pits” published in 1999, most information of the two sacrifice pits excavated in 1986 came out. Before
it, the briefings of the digging of the two sacrifice pits were published in “Relics Journal” in 1987 and 1989.

The digging information of Rensheng Tombs was published in “Archaeology Journal” in 2004.

The pictures of a large number of relics from the three diggings were published strictly according to the requirement of
archaeological thesis with lots of graphs, but few colorful pictures, which were taken to provide the authenticity of the relics for
research.

Since the opening of Sanxingdui Museum in October, 1997, Sanxingdui Museum has published several albums of the relics on
exhibition. The selected items were usually no more than one hundred. Strictly speaking, they were only a small part of the relics.
From the end of 1998, the relics of Sanxingdui began to be exhibited abroad. A well-designed album of the relics was provided for
each exhibition. But the relics exhibited abroad were no more than two hundred pieces. Therefore, the largest picture collection
of the relics in Sanxingdui was the in the book “Sanxingdui Sacrifice Pits”. From the angle of albums, the book has limitations as
follows: Firstly, the book is mainly about the relics in the pits, but no relics from the sites. Secondly, the size and the paper of the
book need improving, restricted by the level of the social economy development .Thirdly, some pictures of the relics are too small
to clearly show them. It’s a pity that there aren’t any color pictures about the relics.

Research on relics can’t be achieved without pictures, which is decided by the special features of relics. This is why the first
archaeology book in history, “Archaeology Graphs” published in the northern Song Dynasty in China was full of pictures. Since

the carrying out of the reforming policy in our country, with the improvement of our national comprehensive strength as well




