& Do it in short order
Clarity counts
The chaos theory does not apply here
It pays to pinpoint authentic structures
When linear thinking comes into play
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Granted, there is no unanimous consensus yet on what constitute a genuinely sound teaching
methodology. Nevertheless, in the new millennium it is generally arguable that truly fruitful
pedagogies share some common characteristics: (1) Advantageous education in the 21st century
invariably encourages students to think critically and empowers students to evaluate their
teachers' performance openly, as opposed to force-feeds students heavy-handedly which
renders them only capable of spitting back predigested ideas ...

A Message from the Author

Pl TV HH R+t

CHINA MACHINE PRESS

IS RN



AHRIARIEE AR ST IE EIE/DERBIMK AIE. Pl T A 8 S 18 i MR
5, #&E (4 7) PREEECTRBIET QHETTHR, 2HCERY, HREAKRE,
EEE—FEHE, —¥is, REARARRA,

Ao, ABEBAMEREF I BRI BBLEE, ABTHEBEMIICIZ. SN E A5k
B HE PRI AHRNA

EBEEWSE (CIP) iR

TREBHEDEE / FUNGESE. —3 M. —IEAT: LK
Tolk iRt 2009.7

(FHET HRAH)

ISBN 978 —7 - 111 -27728 -6

L+ L#- I EE-BERERT-A%s
Zyert V. H315

Hh [ A PR 434 CIP %A% (2009) 4711684845

HUBR Tkt At (JbmEmiE A RERA 22 5 HRE %A% 100037 )
KRR BEF

Bt FKICH

FHLENH: B W&

A5 i HR I S L BRI A R A R EP R

2009 4F7 HE5 3 iR - 55 1 RENAI
184mm x 260mm - 20 Ejgk - 466 T
0 001 —10 000
trEBSE . ISBN978 -7 —111 —27728 -6
ISBN 978 —7 — 89482 — 546 —9 (J&#%)
FEHr: 48.00 5T (& 1mp3 S6#%)

MgA45, inaseom, @, B, hAattRiTifEt
RS (010) 68326294

W3k, (010) 88379639 88379641 88379643

YRt LR . (010) 68354423

3 TG B DA 24 R B A



i 1% 7

X & = %

— B (+RXRBEBBIE) & 7 iR

XNEXBREITREPROBIE, % “+REAW RIIEE—FE5F, + XSk
FIDEHEE (817) HIRMBEHY, BESRABENEEIT (817) DLW
HMEFC. A8, REFHN, X—RFHN “+X (817 1K) BEAESEHE,

LRSS — AN ETETEE, AETSANOENE
IR, RATREXAMBMNSEBR, SFERSRFTNSAEX, Sbm

S, PHERBERIAERI IR OEEZ—, MAMBESE7 528

P& %o

AT, TR AFREEFROUSHLER (217) 22U8, X4BE24E
BEIGERNEE, BXL, RESIXASENRE, CEEEAR, HEAFTH
ARLESEFEARAFSOIASERE, SN TUYEDMESHE, EER—
EAEEASN KSR ORI R ERRE, B EE L NRE, REE, ¥F
FEORBERATS, AHTRUFNEL, RESFOTHITE RERBEERD |
BB ESHDERE, '

“+X (817 R)" BR—REFHEE.

AL ERBATH (417) EXHRADMT, FHES (817) EXH T
MFE, EEARNECOE —TERERBORKMANTHEMN, HEBESHED |
WX ERE, RIS HK, BT HSFHFATRAOIT. XHFELL |
EHRRBSIENDIEEBHAZRMEY E ABHRN, TRSHOHBIIRYE |
BTRESINHREE, REATEEE, RIAERSIRNER, £=, B |
ETHEXHERRBSERSAT BB, BRFD, SIOEAZETDHEAE |
"R MEBSEE, MXHNABILXABRERMA A T EBSENESE, L%
AEEEEREZEMEREER. ¥R, “TRSHE (817 1R)" PH¥AEH
XEEMBAES (817) EXMTH—SRIE, SEILPEH—SARBHEE.

it




MEERFRATAELTENE (817) BRHR, REEBSAtHBENT (§17)
EIRCT S

XA TREE (§17 )" SEREBEERIBOABRRSE, £BBRZ+HE
S, BRI, BHRE, SRHRSINE, EHEHSIHY, LEIT
L BRSEM,

L OBRR—AR, HREANASTNAET RN, tERETREIZER
T

| ($17) WARBERIET "+X" IBRBEEZROEELR, “TXS%E (8
f7ﬁf’%ﬁ&ﬁ%%%%fﬁﬁ%%ﬁ%—ﬁgﬂo@ﬁﬁ&ﬁ%%%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬂ
PR RF TR, BRIAENEERSSABENMRS,

\ZA
c?%%



FE BB

W hile | was on vacation this past spring, getting a brief respite from my five-year
whirlwind life as an IELTS teacher, | had a chance to reflect on the five years and to
ponder how | could better help my students in the future.

Legions of university students and professionals throughout China had committed themselves
to taking the IELTS test, which was generally considered a crucial first step on the road to :
educational institutions, immigration and numerous career destinations in commonwealth :
countries. Even so, in preparing for the IELTS writing test, they often found themselves |
daunted by the sheer amount of information they were supplied: the colossal word lists, the
baffling grammatical quagmire, the bizarrely contorted sentences and the innumerable ‘,
passages which could, purportedly, help them break through to a higher-band score if they
memorized the passages word for word. These insecurities persisted even after they took the
test.

In my experience, though, most of the prospective IELTS candidates were pressed for study
time and worse yet, they had four modules to prepare: listening, reading, writing and
speaking. None of these modules was exactly a cinch.

My hard work as an |IELTS teacher paid off. At the end of 2006, my performance as an IELTS
writing teacher was fully recognized when | won the number one ranking in the survey of
students’ overall teacher ratings conducted by Global IELTS School, the foremost IELTS
training school in China.

| contemplated it was time that | shared my thoughts and beliefs about the IELTS writing test
with candidates not in my class. Getting my own textbook published became the logical next
step.

Should such a book actually be published, | decided it would go beyond what readers
generally found in other IELTS textbooks, cutting to the heart of skills, techniques and the
mindset needed for doing well in IELTS writing. Also, it must be nothing short of these 10 criteria:

a) Enabling the readers to recognize the complexities of the test questions and generate
enough literate ideas for an IELTS essay within the time constraints.




b) Distilling the English writing lexicon into a very concise list of words and phrases that
are most commonly used in IELTS essays. Moreover, this book should train the readers

in proper diction ( word choice and usage) .

c¢) Deconstructing the bewildering grammatical points for the readers in a practical ,
easy-to-absorb fashion, and identifying the glaring mechanical errors many candidates
make.

d) Instilling good sentence sense and equipping the readers with a toolkit (i. e.
- essential conjunctions, transitional phrases and key sentence structures) to write

reasonably-complex sentences naturally, clearly and fast.

- e) Making an earnest attempt to train the readers to construct a tight-knit, focused
- IELTS essay.

f) Supplying copious sample essays and paragraphs written by the author for readers to
learn from but at the same time discouraging mere reproduction and the use of trite or
stereotyped expressions. Besides, the phrasing of sample essays should be deliberately

not-so-polished to cater to the realistic need of the majority of Chinese candidates.

g) Adopting an open-ended approach to instruction and affording quality online
resources from which the readers can gain knowledge of facts, data and ideas about the

IELTS essay topics.

h) Furnishing the readers with accompanying audio help — such as CD recordings by

the author, to assist them in memorizing parts of the visual text.

i) Mirroring the latest changes in the IELTS writing test and being updated in a timely

' manner.

Jj) Presenting a high level of utility to candidates of other English writing tests, such as
" the writing test in TOEFL-iBT,

Those were my main concerns when | conceived this book, hence a book like this in your
hands and a CD like that in your CD tray.

Shen Xiaoyi

(a. k. a. Patrick)
Global IELTS School
Beijing
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Preface to the New Edition

he escalating rivalry between |ELTS and TOEFL iBT has been prompting changes and it
T seems all the fanfare surrounding the publication of Cambridge IELTS 7, the latest in the
Cambridge IELTS Series, has certainly tipped the scale in favor of Cambridge ESOL. The
third edition of The Ten-Day Step-by-Step Guide to the IELTS Writing Test has been devised
as a reaction to the book and the corresponding changes in the test per se.

| confess that | did not quite anticipate the extraordinary critical acclaim and rave reader |
reviews this book would receive before letting it go to press eighteen months ago. | knew
intuitively it would break some new ground in terms of getting IELTS-takers, novice or
seasoned, more attuned to the IELTS writing test; yet with which the subsequent exuberance

this book was greeted went far beyond my expectations.

In the course of my retrospective observations upon this book over the past eighteen months,
| gleaned information from my incredible audience about sundry defects that could have been
avoided and, at the same time, came to realize that | could have explored some uncharted
territories in the previous edition. Then, the corresponding rectification, addition, experimentation
and getting in sync with Cambridge IELTS 7, have led to this revised and enlarged edition.
Over the process, | ventured to inject substantial amounts of fresh thoughts into the original
text. For example, copious annotations are fashioned about the key collocations, sentence
patterns and linking devices that, when aptly employed, may render an essay markedly more
cohesive. Most of all, the matrix in which contents of the first edition were arranged has been
jarred open with a whole new segment detailing how to conceive compelling IELTS essays
without having to jam them into rigid templates, even though some not-so-rigid templates are
readily accessible in a preceding segment. Essentially, this added section constitutes a
technical briefing on how to “break the mould” during the actual composition of an essay ina -
time-constrained setting such as a test. Besides, at various spots, some fresh fun is poked
to pep up the text. But just like in the first edition, very few of the quips, witticisms or one-

liners with which this new edition is interspersed are outright lies.

| appreciate, as always, the loving support from my parents, my sister and friends of mine,

without whom | would not have embarked upon this “cottage industry”. Special kudos goes

Vi



to Ms. Meng Yu-gin, the CMP editor of this book, for prodding and cajoling me into revising
this book as promptly as possible, with the most energy | could have possibly summoned up.

Though a long time gestating, the revision and expansion of this book were in fact conducted
within a month. For any sins of commission and omission that remain, the author alone is to

blame.

Xiaoyi



The Ten-Day Guide in the Cambridge IELTS-7 Era
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B, REFEEITHARKAEN.

This book is fully dedicated to my incredibly intelligent, responsive and self-
motivated students.
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. | wish to thank my parents for inspiring me in practically all my areas of exploration.
. Without their constant love, support, encouragement and reassurance, this book
. wouldn’t have been possible.

A special note of appreciation to Amanda, for the loving support, for the touching up
of the Chinese text | wrote in the first and second drafts and for giving me hints about
how to make this book more meaningful in a Chinese context.
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