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The Equality of Educational Opportunity

Exceptional children are different in some significant way from others -

of the same age. For these children to develop to their full adult potential ,

their education must be adapted to those differences.

Although we focus on the needs of exceptional children, we find
ourselves describing their environment as well. While the leading actor on
the stage captures our attention, we are aware of the importance of the
supporting players and the scenery (3% &) of the play itself. Both the
family and the society in which exceptional children live are often the key to
their growth and development. And it is in the public schools that we find
the full expression of society’s understanding—the knowledge, hopes, and
fears that are passed on to the next generation.

Education in any society is a mirror of that society. In that mirror we
can see the strengths, the weaknesses, the hopes, the prejudxces, and the
central values of the culture itself. The great interest in exceptional children
shown in public education over the past three decades indicates the strong
feeling in our society that all citizens, whatever their special conditions,
deserve the opportunity to fully develop their capabilities.

“All men are created equal. ” We’ve heard it many times, but it still
has important meaning for education in a democratic society. Although the

phrase was used by this country’s founders to depote equality before the
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law, it has also been interpreted to mean equality of opportunity. That

concept implies educational opportunity for all children—the right of each
child to receive help in learning to the limits of his or her capacity, whether
that capacity is small or great. Recent court decisions have confirmed (iiE
32) -the right of all children—disabled or not—to an appropriate education ,
and have ordered that public schools take the necessary steps to provide
that education. In response, schools are modifying their programs,
adapting instruction to children who are exceptional? to those who cannot
profit substantially from regular programs.

(347 words)

Notes

1. for these children to develop to their full adult potential; & T ikiX 2684
FHWNBBTS MR |

. exceptional children: B BAETF]

3. deserve the opportunity to fully develop their capabilities: MBI R

S RBRESIHNE

4. denote equality before the law: FERBEATANTS

5. disabled or not; RNiERERE :

6. modifying their programs. # {1 A9 B R

[\")

Comprehension

1. In paragraph 2, thé author cites the example of the leading actor on the
stage to show that ,
A. exceptional children are more influenced by their families than normal
children are
_B. the growth of exceptional children has much to do with their family
and the society

C. exceptional children are the key interest of the family and society
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D. the needs of the society weigh much heavier than the needs of the

exceptional childrep

2. The fact that people have taken great interest in exceptional children

indicates that

A. every individual should be given the opportunity to develop to his full
potential

B. exceptional children should be given special care in order to develop
their capabilities

C. some people have prejudices against less intelligent

D. some people want to build some special children schools for these

exceptional children

3. When Thomas Jefferson wrote “All men are created equal” in the

Declaration of Independence of America, the author probably meant

A. every person is equal before the law, whether he is rich or poor

B. every person is equal in his abilities

C. every person should be given the opportunity to be educated

D. when.a child is born, he should be given the same amount of money

as other children

4. According to the passage, why are public schools modifying their

-

5.

programs?

- A. Exceptional chlldren are bored with the courses.

B. The average child does mot want to sit in the same class with
exceptional child.

Cv The court has ruled that every child has the right to receive
appropriate education and has ordered public schools to take actions
to provide that education.

D. The pérents of exceptional children asked toe school to do that.

The word “interpret” in the last paragraph probably means

A. hope B. anticipate
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Al

C. regard D. understand the likely meaning of

Translatio

The sentences given below are underlined in the passage you have just
read. Your are required to translate these sentences into Chinese. You may

refer back to the passage so as to identify their meanings in the context.

1. Exceptional children are different in some significant way from
others of the same age. For these children to develop to their full adult

potential , their education must be adapted to those differences.

2. Although the phrase was used by this country’s founders to denote
equality before the law, it has also been interpreted to mean equality of
opportunity.

Writing
Please write a composition entitled “On teaching” in about 150 words,

using the ideas given below.

On Teaching
1. Why do people want to become teachers? . . -
2. There are some situations that would make a teaching want to change to
~ a different occupation?
3. Considering the advantages and disadvantages of being a teacher, my

view is .
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Is Our Educational System Inadequate?

In the United States, it is required that all children attend school,
public or private, for twelve years.
There are exceptions to these rules, of course, as the cases of certain
religious or ethgic groups were, education is only required until the eighth
[
grade. And there are some groups of people that see no purpose to an
education whatsocver %nore this requirement altogether. But for
. T
most, and reasonably so, a twelve-year education is the minimum%%/

In view of the complexity of our society and the changes taking place

in communication, technology and the economy, one would think that a

person would need at least twelve years of education in order to cope.

However, in recent years, a great many people have begun to question the

urpose of having compulsory education for twelve years.
purp g ) P = y y

“Functional illiterates”? a growing problem ,
One big reason the question is being raised is the fact that an alarming
number of young people who graduate from the school systems are unable -
to handle (4t ) simple, everyday tasks, such as reading a newspaper,
filling out a job application or balancing a checkbook. These people are
considered functiona@iterate” by experts on the subject, who estimate
that one out of five adults in the United States falls in this category.
Without a mastery of everyday skills, it is extremely difficult for these
people to comprehend and deal with the demands of society. And as our
language becomes more technical and the laws more complex, life in
general can only become more frustrating.
Of course, efforts are bein;\made to correct the problem as various
agencies and colleges try to each these people. But they are difficult to

reach. Many are embarrassed by the situation and prefer to live with rather
®
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than correct the problem. In many cases, those who were unsuccessful in
school are easily discouraged when they try to learn again, and the dropout
rate is high. T '

The dilemma. ..

It is clear that the public school system has failed to meet the needs of
these people. Further more many parents, educators and politicians think
that the system still fails to properly educate vast numbers of students. Yet
it seems equally clear that the problems the public school system faces are

- ——
too complex to be handled by increased government control. Each area of
the United States has a unique set of requirements for the education of its

young that cannot be satisfied by one general policy.

Upgrading of the system is hélping some students

Parents and officials have called for an upgrading of present education
systems. It has long been a complaint that the public school system is
geared to the needs of the slowest learners. Bright students, unchallenged
by the material and the pace of teaching, become bored and channel their
energies into less productive diversions. Often the most difficult children
are the brightest. This has sparked the initiation of:programs like TAG
(Talented and Gifted) to provide more challenging material and an
accelerated learning pace for these children. Also, some schools now have
programs allowing advanced students to obtain college credits while still in
high school. And some students can complete their graduation credits early

and then take jobs or enter college immediately.

Alternatives and changes seem to be helping the situation.
But there are those who argue that the educational system is still
inadequate in meeting the demands of society. Perhaps this is true, but
until a more adequate system is developed, we must live with the one we

have and deal with its problems individually. Despite the many faults of our
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system, the fact remains that the opportunity for a basic education is
denied to no one. What individuals get out of that education, however,

depends a lot on how much they put in.

(635 words)

Notes

1. there are exceptions to this rule; X% 30L& ] 4h

2. the eighth grade. %% j

3. see no purpose to an education whatsoever; A N{ERI BB BB B E X
4. in view of the complexity of our society; ZEBHSWHE L4

5. functional illiterate: EFREFTPHXE

6. fall in this category: ¥%& AX—J%

7

8

. complete their graduation credits.early ; 54652 5 56 b 55 B (922 43
. live with, B& .5

Comprehension

1. One reason that many people have begun to doubt the purpose of having
compulsory education for 12 years is that
A, the public school system has turned out a large number of people who
” can not handle everyday takes
B. the dropout rate is high in many schools
C. the problems the public school system faces are too complicated
D. some people believe it’s unfair for some students to enter college

immediately after high school

2. According to the author, in the present school systems bright students

A. do not get the highest mark
B. was often criticized by the teacher

C. cannot find a job after graduation

-1
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[)/do not put in much effort.

3. The word “category” in the third paragraph means
A. lesson B. class
C. school Q State

4. Some parents and officials complain the public school system

,{\,éan only satisfy the needs of the slowest students

B. can need the demands of society

C. does not allow bright students to graduate early

D. has the weak point that the most difficult students can easily get a
job after graduation

(42}

As science and technology advance, and the rules and policies become
more complex,

A. the American life will become more enjoyable

B. the American life will become more colorful

C. many Americans can {ind life very hard

D. more Americans will become rich people

Translation

The sentences given below are underlined in the passage you have just
read. Your are required to translate these sentences into Chinese. You may

refer back to the passage so as to identify their meanings in the context.

1. In view of the complexity of our society and the changes taking place in
communication, technology and the economy, one would think that a

person would need at least twelve veers of education in order to cope.

2. However, in recent years, a great many people have begun to question

the purpose of having compulsory education for twelve years.
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Writing

Please write a composition entitled “China’s education today” in about 150

words, using the ideas given below.

China’s Education Today

1. one of the problems with today’s education is too much emphasis’
laid on test score—the most important criterion for college
enrollment—one of the crucial factors in finding a job—one
criterion for success in school

2. the competition for high scores—intense—students focus on how to
achieve high scores rather than on acquiring skills needed for future .

3. The completion make us unable to accomplish the goals of

~education.



