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his story began when Harold Il was King of England. At

this time there were certain forests in the North of
England where only King Harold could hunt animals. One of the
most important was near Nottingham. It was called Sherwood
Forest. The head forester was called Hugh Fitzooth and his son,
Robin.

Robin was born in 1160. When he was young, Robin learned
to use a bow and arrow. He also loved to hear his father tell sto-
ries of famous outlaws. Robin’s best friends were Will Gamewell,
son of Hugh Fitzooth’s brother, and Marion Fitzwalter. A/(;rion
was the daughter of the Earl of Huntingdon. Robin’s father and
the Earl were enemies. Some people said that Hugh Fitzooth
should have been the Earl of Huntingdon, but the title was taken
from him by Fitzwalter. This meant that Robin and Marion had to
meet in secret.

Hugh Fitzooth had other enemies: the Sheriff of Nottingham
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and the Bishop of Hereford. They
told the king that Fitzooth was a bad
man. Fitzooth was innocent, but he
was taken to prison. Robin and his
mother were left with no home and
no money. Fitzooth’s brother, Squire
George of Gamewell, looked after
them. However, these problems
were too much for Robin’s mother.
She became ill and within two
months she was dead. When spring
arrived Robin received news that his
father had also died in prison. His
best friend, Will was away at school.
Marion’s father had found out about
her friendship with Robin and sent
Marion away. The next two years
were very lonely-for Robin.

One morning, Squire George
told Robin about a shooting compe-

tition in Sherwood. Robin was very
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excited and set off for Sherwood to enter the competition. On
his way he met a group of men. They were the king’s foresters.
The head forester had taken Robin’s father’s place and was a
cruel man. The head forester shouted to Robin. He said that
Robin’s bow and arrows were no good. He offered to make a
bet with Robin. The head forester told Robin that if he could
shoot a deer, he would give Robin twenty pennies. Robin was
angry and he agreed. With no difficulty he killed the deer.
Now the head forester was angry. He would not give Robin
the money. He said that Robin should not kill deer in the king’s
forest. As Robin walked away, the head forester tried to shoot
him with his arrow. It missed, but Robin turned around, fired
his bow and killed the head forester. He had avenged his
father’s death. Now Robin was an outlaw.

He ran to a house at the edge of the town. He knew the
woman that lived there. The woman told Robin that her sons
were also outlaws and that they lived in the forest hiding from
the king’s men. Robin wanted to join them so he waited until
nighttime when the sons came to the house. The sons agreed
that Robin could join them. However, they needed a leader.

They said that the person who went to Sherwood as an outlaw
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and won the competition would
be their leader. Robin was deter-
mined to go to Sherwood and
win the competition. He dis-
guised himself and left the house.

When Robin arrived in
Sherwood he found that the king
was offering two hundred
pounds for his capture. However,
because Robin was in disquise,
nobody stopped him. Soon it wasv
time for the competition. Robin
was disquised as a beggar. He
had a hood to cover his face and
his clothes were torn. Robin
stood beside a man with a ban-
dage covering his eye. The crowd
laughed at both Robin and this
man.

The king, the queen and

their daughter were sitting in




\y N YL LY \,\l\\l\\I‘\l\\'\\ls\l\\l\\l\\l‘\'\0’\‘

>
A




PASIAN NS NSINN Z\SI\N 28 7\S \N 87

£

\‘l\\"\l‘\

one box watching the competition. In the other box Robin sud-
denly saw Marion. His heart began to jump and now he was
determined to win the prize—the golden arrow. Whoever won
the golden arrow could give it to one of the ladies. This lady
would become queen of the day.

It was a difficult competition. The king’s archers were among
the best in the country. The man with the ban-
dage over his eye was also very good. He was
very kind to Robin as well and encouraged
Robin to win. Finally, Robin shot the last arrow
and won! The king gave him his golden arrow

and asked Robin to give it to one of the

ladies. The king
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expected Robin to give the arrow to his daughter.

However, Robin went immediately to Marion and gave her
the arrow. Marion knew that it was Robin, but she did not tell
anyone. The king was angry and told his men to watch the
strange beggar, however, Robin had already disappeared.

That evening, Robin returned to the forest and found the
woman’s sons and the other outlaws. They had already heard
about his success and asked Robin to be their leader. Robin want-
ed to refuse, but suddenly the man with the bandaged eye
appeared. However, now he had no bandage. He was an outlaw.
His name was Will Stutely and he had also been in disquise at the
archery competition. Will told the other men that he wanted
Robin as their leader. The others agreed.

Robin was now to be called Robin Hood, from his disquise. All
the men agreed that they would help the poor people of
Nottingham by robbing from the rich and giving the money to
the poor. They also agreed that they would never hurt a woman

or a child.
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