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PREFACE

“If the past is a foreign country, nostalgia has made it the foreign country
with the healthiest tourist trade of all”

This quotation comes from David Lowenthal’s 1985 book, The Past is a Foreign
Country (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, p.4), and indeed, in our
contemporary world, the concept of heritage’ has come to almost always imply
“tourism’ . Unfortunately, this is often because society is changing so rapidly that we
have a sense that we are losing touch with our historical roots. Thus we work hard to
preserve the past so we can satisfy on our nostalgia for what we have lost. Lowenthal,
however, argues in his book that our conservation efforts really tell us less about the
past and more about who we are in the present.

So what do the 38 research papers in this volume tell us about the past and the
present? I believe they point to the importance of heritage in contemporary society and
the need for people to connect and share the common stories that heritage sites tell
us. It also points out the almost inseparable link between heritage preservation and
tourism development. This is similar to the challenge of sustainable development,
both of which hinge on the tension between protection and exploitation. There is no
simple answer to this challenge, as many papers in this volume demonstrate.

This volume came out of a biennial international tourism conference held in July
2007 at the renowned Sun Yat-Sen University in Guangzhou, China. The conference
was sponsored by the Tourism Commission of the Geographical Society of China
(through Sun Yat-Sen University) and the Commission on the Geography of Tourism ,
Leisure and Global Change of the International Geographical Union (through Northern
Arizona University ). The conference brought together scholars with an interest in

tourism and heritage from across China and across the globe. It was full of discussions




on topics related to these themes and included field trips to heritage sites in
Guangzhou and a more extended field trip to Macau. Through the sharing of
experiences and stimulating debates with colleagues from diverse locations and
backgrounds, all of the participants in this conference expanded their knowledge and
insight into the relationship between heritage and tourism-and creating our own
nostalgia for a memorable meeting in Guangzhou.

The editors of this book wish to thank all of the participants who made the
conference a success, and especially those who contributed to this volume. We are
also indebted to the energetic work of staff and students of Sun Yat-Sen University

who helped ensure both a successful conference and book.

Alan A. Lew, Ph. D. , AICP

Department of Geography, Planning and Recreation
Northern Arizona University

Flagstaff, Arizona, USA
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