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Unit 1 Text one 1

Unit 1

Text one

It is true,as the movement critics assert, that the present women’s liberation groups are
almost entirely based among“middle-class”women, that is, college and career women and the
issues of psychological and sexual exploitation and, to a lesser extent, exploitation through
consumption. have been the most prominent ones,

It is not surprising that the women’s liberation movement should begin among bourgeois
women,and should be dominated in the beginning by their consciousness and their particular
concerns. Radical women are generally the post-war middle-class generation that grew up
with the right to vote, the chance at higher education and training for supportive roles in the
professions and business, most of them are young and sophisticated enough to have not yet
had children and do not have to marry to support themselves. In comparison with most
women, they are capable of a certain amount of control over their lives.

The higher development of bourgeois democratic society allows the women who benefit
from education and relative equality to see the contradictions between its rhetoric(every child
can become president) and their actual place in that society. The working class woman might
believe that education could have made her financially independent but the educated career
woman finds that money has not made her independent. In fact, because she has been allowed
to progress halfway on the upward-mobility ladder she can see the rest of the distance that
denies her only because she is a woman, she can see the similarity between her oppression and
that of other sections of the population. Thus, from their own experience, radical women in
the movement are aware of more faults in the society than racism and imperialism. Because
they have pushed the dechratic myth to its limits, they know concretely how it limits them.

At the same time that radical women were learning about American society they were al-
so becoming aware of the male chauvinism in the movement. In fact, that is usually the cause
of their first conscious verbalization of the prejudice they feel; it is more disillusioning to
know that the same contradiction exists between the movement, s rhetoric of equality and its
reality, for we expect more of our comrades.

This realization of the deep-seated prejudice against themselves in the movement pro-
duces two common reactions among its women(A)a preoccupation with this immediate barri-
er(and perhaps a resultant hopelessness) ,and (B)a tendency to retreat inward, to buy a fool’s
gold of creating a personally liberated life style,

However, our concept of liberation represents a consciousness that conditions have
forced on us while most of our sisters are chained by other conditions, biological and econom-
ic, that overwhelm their humanity and desires for self-fulfillment. Our background accounts

for our ignorance about the stark oppression of women’s daily lives.



2 R FIGECH)

1. The difference between middle-class women and other women in the liberation move-
ment is that
[ A] middle-class women are not married and have no children.
[ B] middle-class women are not afraid of their husbands.
[ C] other women have less control of their own lives.
[D] other women grow up with no rights to vote.
2. We can learn from the third paragraph that
[A] social democratic development plays a part in social inequality.
[B] what makes women dependent is their economic status.
[ C] women can achieve their social equality through education.
[D] the upward-mobility ladder denies access to women.
3. What do radical women expect more from their male counterparts?
[A] More financial help.
[ B] More political support.
[ C] More real respect for sex equality.
[D] More active involvement in their movement.
4. What might a lot of women do when they realize the prejudice in their movement?
[A] Fight more bravely to get real equality with men.
[B] Become hopeless and pretend to live their own happy life.
[C] Buy some gold so as to store enough money for themselves.
[D] Retreat from the movement and focus on better education.
5. The author implies in the last paragraph that
[ A] most women can retreat from the liberation movement too,
[ B] most women have a strong desire for self-fulfillment.
[C] most women are eager to be liberated by us from oppression.

[D] most women couldn’t create the liberated life style.

[RICER]

movement n. }&35f,18350 society n. <&

group n. FK, 4 ,H v. BE, Bl contradiction n. X, FJ&E
psychological adj. DFE(ZF)BY concretely adv. EAKHL

amount n. E, N8 v. 2it.&T overwhelm v, % ,%3T#

similarity =. A, 2541 rhetoric n. 1GFE, LW BHRIES ., BF
pendent adj. TIEH, BRI 2 '
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Text two

The collapse of ITV Digital has left nearly a million subscribers with a much-reduced
television service, more than a thousand employees facing an uncertain future, and several
dozen football clubs in difficulty. If the negotiations of the past few weeks had been handled
differently,if the strength of the digital terrestrial signal had been increased more rapidly,and
if the terms for bought-in services could have been changed. then perhaps the story might
have had a happier ending. Sadly,it didn’t; And the question now must be one of where digital
television as a whole goes,and what role if any the government has to play.

Government. after all,is only there to set parameters, not to intervene in a commercial
marketplace;and it is commercial misjudgments that have been primarily responsible for the
current situation. But the government does have a role in securing the long-term public inter-
est-which must surely be to have a wide choice of good-quality television channels and pro-
grammes available to the greatest number of viewers, It can’t and shouldn’t dictate what that
choice should be,or who provides it, but it ought to be engaged in making sure that a choice
does in fact exist.

One of the mistakes Ondigital (rebranded ITV Digital last year) made at the outset was
to try to compete head-to-head with satellite for the same subscribers. The best option for
digital terrestrial is to aim for a completely different segment of the market. There is a crucial
step that can be taken,and that is to speed up as urgently as possible the strengthening of the
terrestrial signal for digital,so that it can reach 80 per cent of the population rather than just
over 50 per cent. The slowness of this process has been one of the most important reasons for
the current difficulties.

Digital, in all its various forms,does still represent the long-term future of television. It
provides more channels and programmes, better picture and sound quality,and the advantages
of interactivity, Just as the move was made from 405 lines to 625,and from black and white to
colour ,so the move to digital will over time bring better choice and quality to viewers. It’s
worth reminding ourselves that already more than 40 per cent of households have signed up
for digital television,a faster rate of growth than has occurred for video recorders, Internet
use,or mobile phones,

The demise of ITV Digital does of course make the broad timetable that had been in
place, aiming for an overall switchover from analogue to digital by 2010, more difficult. It may
be that the timing will need to be revised in due course. But the aim of securing the benefits
of digital for the whole population in the medium term should not be abandoned simply be-
cause of this current setback. A number of steps can and should be taken, to try to move
things forward. A determination by everyone involved,in industry and government alike, that

it is the interests of the public-not of the providers-that must come first. Something can yet
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be made out of this disappointment.

1. The main problem behind the collapse of ITV Digital is the

[ A] quality of the signal.
[B] lack of subscription.

[C] sharp reduction in the number of audience.

[D] lack of a flexible management policy.

2. The second paragraph is mainly concerned with

[ A] the government intervention of the commercial marketplace.

[B] the parameters the government sets for ITV Digital.

[C] the direction digital television as a whole should go.

[D] the failure of the government to intervene in the marketplace

3. What was wrong with ITV Digital’s operational policy?

[A] It covered only 50 percent of the country.

[B] It did not provide as many channels as it should.
[C] It had only 40 percent of household subscribing to it

[D] It did not have its own distinctive market,

4. Tt is implied in the last paragraph that

[A] only when the audience is the whole population can a TV station succeed.
[B] digital TV had been intended to replace traditional transmission by 2010,
[C] the collapse of ITV Digital has much to do with its attitude towards the public.

[D] any successful business should at least set a medium-term not a short-term goal.

5. What is the best title for the text?

[A] Those Who Laugh Last Laugh Best.

[B] The Game Is Not Over for Digital Television.
[C] The Plight and Way Out for ITV Digital.
[D] It Is Not the End of the Day for ITV Digital.

[iRCER)
with prep. Fi-—3, M
several adj. JLA,.#&T pron. JL
marketplace n. EBEFHT
mistake n. $5iR,122 v. 045, 1R8N
advantage n. {E#, B R &M
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