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Abstract

In human history, historical evidences indicated that the ages have
no ideologist are gloomy, the nationalities and countries have no ideolo-
gist could never be in precedence in the developing of the world. During
the five millenniums past, there were uncountable financist in ancient
China. The excellent thoughts of them, flaring the lights of logos and wis-
dom, not only illuminated ancient China, but also shone upon the entire
world. All the culture and thoughts heritages belong to not only China but
also the whole world. Nowadays, in the changeable international and do-
mestic situation, it is necessary to study and summarize the history of
governmental financing in ancient China. It is not only of great help to the
construction of market economy and harmonious society, but also has
great contribution to the development of modern humanity civilization.
This may have important theory value and practical significance un-
doubtedly.

Strictly speaking, the governmental financing in ancient China re-
fers to the operating and management of financial revenue and expendi-
ture of the government. The research on financing could not be separated
from the development and reproduction process in economic society.
Therefore, speaking of the scope, except the government of public fi-
nance and governmental accounting, governmental financing in ancient
times also means the organization of the production, mix, assignment

and circulation of national wealth. This dissertation discusses the thoughts
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of govemmental financing in ancient China, which refers to the financist
in ancient China from pre-Qin to the Opium War and the representative
theories and principles about the government of state finance economy
and accounting control appeared in ancient books. It includes the
thoughts, theories, systems and principles on public financing, taxa-
tion, accounting, and some other domains closely related with it. Taking
the financing thoughts that has had huge effect to the history as the key
point, this dissertation will simultaneously contrast with the development
of financing thoughts and financing systems in the West, rethink and re-
late in the current financing problems in our country, to get the effect of
making the past serve the present and making foreign things serve China.

This dissertation takes the dialectical materialism and historical ma-
terialism of Marxism as guiding principles. Starting from slave society,
the study focus on mostly financing issues in the period of feudalism soci-
ety, step by step. It combines some normative research methods, such
as induction, deduction, and also the method of history research. It
makes longitudinal and landscape orientation contrasts, and makes an
integrated analysis. The framework of this dissertation may be divided into
three main parts, namely, the introduction, the main financing theories
and thoughts in ancient China, and the basic rules of the evolution of
governmental financing thoughts in ancient China. This dissertation con-
tains introduction and six charpters, the whole content sums as follows:

Part one: the introduction, expounds the value and significance of
the questions being studied in the dissertation, and the research scope,
the primary coverage, the problems to be showed, and the routes and
methods being used.

Part two: the main content of the dissertation from chapter 1 to
chapter 5. This part discusses governmental financing policies and facts in

different dynasties in ancient China. Taking the chrematistics financist as
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the core of the discussion, this part pays much attention to the back-
ground in which the financist lived, summarizes the experiences and les-
sons, and extracts the essence of ancient financing thoughts. Charpter
one examines the thought of governmental finance in pre-Ch’in, including
Zhouli financial system, Guanzi financing thought and Shangyang’s politi-
cal reform and financing thought. Charpter two dicusses Sanghongyang’s
and Wangmen’s financing thoughts in Han dynasty. Charpter three discus-
ses Liyan’s and Yangyan’s financing thoughts in Tang dynasty. Charpter
four discusses Wanganshi’s financing thoughts in Song dynasty. Charpter
five discusses Zhangjuzheng’s and Qiujun’s financing thoughts in Ming
dynasty.

Part three: chapter 6, based on the discussion in the chapters
ahead, induction and pectination are being made. In this part, ten rules
to the evolution of ancient Chinese governmental financing thoughts are
concluded. »

1. Historical evidences indicated that the history of political and
economical centralization is the one that insists on financing and account-
ing centralization. A country must be established on certain basis of econ-
omy. To maintain the political dominion, it is necessary to ensure the
governing of the economy. An effective economical control depends on the
establishing of strict financing and accounting organizations and systems.
Innumerable historical facts indicated, the one who loses financing and
accounting will lose the right of governing, and the one who gets finan-
cing and accounting will get the right.

2. The evolution rule of taking “arranging expenditure according to
the income” as the general principle of financing in ancient times. In the
feudal society which natural economy occupies the dominant status, *ar-
ranging expenditure according to the income” is not only the vital princi-

ple for national financing, but also the basic principle for family finan-
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cing. From Western Zhou dynasty to Ming and Qing dynasties, except the
first year of Dezong Jianzhong in Tang dynasty (780 A.D. ) in which
the Prime Minister Yang Yan proposed the principle of “arranging in-
come according to the expenditure” , most feudalism rulers took the prin-
ciple of “arranging expenditure according to the income” as the founda-
tional principle of government financing and implemented it firmly. This
was decided by the intrinsic property of natural economy in ancient Chi-
na. At present, in many legal documents and governmental reports such
as the Budget Law, “arranging expenditure according to the income” is
still the basic principle of public financing.

3. The evolution rule of the economizing thoughts and theory which
dominated by the general principle of “arranging expenditure according
to the income” . Since the appearance of country and public financing,
dominated by the principle of “arranging expenditure according to the in-
come”, much attention has been paying to expenditure saving. A com-
prehensive survey to financing thoughts history in ancient China indicated
that, in a quite long historical period, pure and negative saving of ex-
pense and expenditure constituted the main parts of the thoughts of sav-
ing. In the process that the negative saving developed positive saving,
Wang Anshi may be called as the model that made great contribution to
it. While advocating the principle of “open new resources and reduce ex-
pense” , Wang regards production as the fountainhead of abundant pub-
lic finance, and takes the saving of expenditure as an important condi-
tion to production growth. The theory and concepts of him correctly an-
swered the questions about the dialectical relations between economy and
finance, production and saving. The thoughts of him took important posi-
tion in Chinese financing thoughts history. In fact, the idea of “open
new resources and reduce expense” was proposed firstly in pre-Qin by

Xun Kuang, a very famous ideologist then. However, in the history of fi-
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nancing in ancient China, Wang was the first chrematistics ideologist
who understood it profoundly, explained it most thoroughly, and applied
it most broadly. Being as a precious inheritance, this thoughts still has
certain value using for reference to government financing at present. The
resources environment the world faced today and the demand of construc-
ting a harmonious and saving society in our couniry, endowed saving
with more social significance. In such a situation, it is beneficial to re-
search the thoughts of saving and to summarize the historical rules of it.

4. The historical rule of integrative dealing with the problems of
land, registered residence, taxation, fund and grain reserve, and ac-
counting. Under the condition of natural economy, finance income of a
country mainly comes from agriculture, in which the land and population
being as the important bases for taxation. Financing experts in all dynas-
ties attach importance to land and the register and management of resi-
dence. These factors, all together with taxation and the reserve of fund
and grain, have been taken as the object of accounting and governing. It
may be said that, since the appearance of country, in official financing
practices in ancient times, the land, the registered residence, the taxa-
tion, the reserve of fund and grain, and the accounting, have then
formed a integrated pattern gradually, and experienced a development
and consummation process unceasingly. Although the finance and taxation
reforms in the history had special social background and economical rea-
sons, all of them may be closely related with chaotic accounts books. The
loser in accounting will must be the loser in public finance.

5. The rule of financing theory and practice changing under the pol-
icy of “siress agriculture and restrain commerce”. In a quite long histori-
cal period in ancient China, carrying out of “stress agriculture and re-
strain commerce” had positive effect on the stabilization of agricultural

production, the development of economy, the tidying up of agriculture-




