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FORWARD

By The Honourable Mr. T. Y. Tan M. P, Chairman,
Associated Chinese Chambers of Commerce of Sarawak.

Sarawak, situated in a rather remote corner of South-East Asia, is backward in many-
fields of development as compared with some other countries, particularly in trade and com-
merce. In order to appreciate the reasons underlying the backwardness in commerce, the im-
portance of foreign trade, the question of trade deficit or surplus, as well as other prevail-
ing conditions, there is a need for an informative reference book. That is why this Com-
mercial Directory is compiled. Despite financial and other problems our Chamber has had to
face, the Directory has at last come into being, thanks to the co-operation and support of our
Committee and members.

In the field of imports, local firms are still far behind foreign-owned establishments. This
is mainly due to the fact that the latter usuvally have their head offices in Singapore and Ma-
laya to provide better facilities in supplying goods. In export of local produce, such as rubber,
timber, pepper, sago, jelutong etc., which involves much more complicated collecting and mar-
keting procedures, local firms still play a more important role.

Sarawak’s total foreign trade in 1964 showed a trade deficit of over forty million dollars,
the total export value being $400.8 million and the total value of imports $448.4 million-
There has been a trade deficit since 1963. Relevant figures and statistics are shown in this
Directory.  Businessmen will find it interesting and useful to study them.

Since the establishment of Malaysia, the Central Government has allocated over $300
million to the State of Sarawak for its 1964-1968 Development Plan to carry out such pro-
jects as planting and replanting of rubber, planting of coconut, implementing land develop-
ment schemes, road construction-all aimed at promoting the productivity of the land and the
free flow of goods. Considering the abundant natural resources in the State, such as forests
and mineral deposits, we can foresee immense commercial potentialities in Sarawak.

In this age of rapid progress and keen competition, we can no longer afford to stick to
old methods in the conduct of business. Previously, our trade was mostly channeled through
Singapore. But, with the development of sea and air transportation, there has been a signi-
ficant increase in the volume of direct imports and exports between Sarawak and other coun-
tries. Last year, a Singapore Trade Mission visited Sarawak and a Sarawak Trade Mission
also visited Singapore and Malaya with the aim of increasing volume of trade between the
Territories concerned.  The exchange visits have produced some result, butit is unlikely that
the percentage will revert to pre-war level.

The publication of this Commercial Directory will help disseminate useful trade informa-
tion, thereby promoting trade and commerce in general. The articles have been carefully com-
piled, written and edited by persons experienced and well informed in the subject matters.
It is regretted, however, that due to financial and other limitations, this Directory may fall
short of readers’ expectation in some aspects. ~Any constructive criticisms and comments that
will help improve future editions will be greatly appreciated.
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